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rvIA TIN SosT 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

h fo1Iowing article was written by a Brother who refers to himself as 
an "Afro-An1erican revolutionary." l\.1any have come to respect bim as a 
"jailhouse lawy r" nonpareil. N otw1thstanding the efforts of ~1essrs. 

Gideon and Johnson (Gideon v. TYainurright, 372 U.S. 335 (1963); 
J o/1,11so Jt 'L'. Jl,.Jvcry, 393 U.S. 483 ( 1969) ) , Brotl1er Sostre 11as undoubted
ly had the 111ost far reaching effect on the extension of the lin1ited r· g 1ts of 
prison inn1ates throughout the country. 

Like 111any otl1er ''jaill1ouse lawyers," Brotl1er Sostre has 11ad 110 for

r11al traini11g in law. Unlike n1any otl1er ''jaill1ouse la\v\·ers '' Brotl1er 
~ ' 

Sostre is articulate, diligent and effective. It is this latter quality that has 

rendered hin1 anathema to corrections officials who, as he points out, have 
violated the rights of inmates in spite of, and in total disregard of, the 
Constitution and specific court orders. 

An1ong the many liberties advocated by Brother Sostre have been: 
rights to the free exercise of religion (Sostre v. ~1 cGimzis, 334 F.2d 906 
( 1964) ; indigent prisoner's right to appeal in forma pauperis (A pplic. of 
Sostre, 189 F. Supp. 111 ( 1960); rights of prisoners to due process, right 

to political expression, right to u~fettered access to public officials and a 
rather limited freedom from cruel and unusual punishment (Sostre v. 
Rockefeller, 312 F. Supp. 863 (1969), affirmed in part and reversed in 

part (Sostre 'V. ~fcGi11nis, 442 F.2d 178 (1970); right to due process in 

relation to censorship of literature (Sostre v. Otis, 330 F. Supp. 941 

(1971). 
He has also been the moving force behind the formation of a prisoners' 

union in Ne\\ .. York State and an advocate of tninimurn wages for inmate 

workers. 
Brother Sostre is presently serving a 30 to 40 year sentence in Clinton 

Prison, Dannen1ora, N. Y. (He has been the recipient of extensive "bus 

therapy" haYing b~en transferred from five prisons in the New York State 

system to this ''n1axi-n1axi" facility.) His conviction was based on the 
most spurious of evidence: the testimony of a convicted drug dealer, ho 
subsequently submitted an affidavit indicating that he had perjured him-



1- , t ti e r uest nf th istr ict .' ttc rne.: and a 1 • i n ly ,, 
t i I I i tu r ' fi 1 m t h a t \.a . ~ II . ( r <:.' d l _ . t ~ k e t r () ] r h a . i n 0 . t l1 a 

nl . f I . 
Ut t t e oar t ci tl{l at t11 ) t1111e. e ts pr ing tr ,.. 

a n \V t . ·1 
t intr duce th · newly di scovered 1 full t1a1 1 

r r . . l f account 
r th r ~ o. tre's trial ~ nd con ·1ct10n can >e The Crinic f of 

c 1 b ~ 01 eland ( 1 cGra w - II i II o., 1970 l e latest i fo • 1 artin 
~} as r : . . n orniati 
an literature m th n-gotnf,; struggle of ·. f artm Sostre can be on 

C btained fr rn The !\ artin st re Defense on1m1ttee. 

H.W 
• 

THE NE\V PRISONI~R 

11ARTIN SOSTRE 

"Listen, pig, are you really that naive to believe you can fool and 
pacif: us with nightly bribes of ten-cent candy bars and cookie snacks 
whi le caging us like animals in your inhuman steel cages; by removing the 

wire screen from the visiting room but replacing it with the three foot 
wide table thrust between our mothers, wives, children and loved ones 
to maintain )Our inhuman separation; hy changing the color of our uni
forms from gray to green (and those of our jailers), while exploiting our 
slave labor for pennies a day; by establishing a phony furlough program 
which is programmed to exclude from eligibility 1690 prisoners out of 
1700 ·

1 
b_ pass ing a token equaliza ti )fi bill? After Attica?! \Vell dream on, 

pig, untii the next rude awakening overtakes you. 
"\our widely-publicized prison refonn programs a smoke screen 

not only to cover up the greatest don1estic n1assacre in a century. but to 
conceal !'our cu~ren_t _repressive pacification program consisting of .the 
post-:\tt1ca m.ul_tt-m1~lion dollar appropriation for guns, gas, chemical 
spra) s, for trammg killers on their effective use construction of additional 
gun to\vers and assault t I · · ' h.ch to 
h unne s w1th1n your prison camps from 1 

s oot us down buildi d . · or 
. . . ' ng an reinforcing special treatment housing 

max1-max1 um ts ( euphem· f . be 
etc_ ·11 h h isms or sohtary confinement torture cham r · 

. w1 ave t e same s . 'et-
nam upon wh · h h uccess as your Vietnamization Program 1n 1 

sive prison p~~ifit ~! are patterned. Indeed, a in ietnam, your repr d ~ 
1 ca ion program, sub nom ri on r forn1, has alr 

l"d See Sections 851-85 N on-
so ' ated Laws. , e o r io c inney' , 
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llll t 
in th t it h t in moti n dyn mi r v lu-

~il_l ff t th ' v rthr w f y ur i t-c pitalist system. 
u ~ intuall) d d and blind that you fail to perceive the 

'. \ r 

1 t an I n~ qu nc s of your rcprcssiv t ? Are you so hunO' 
UI I th r i - · n .cidal a I ct of your rac1 t-ori nted technolo~ 

ur r undmg d f at by the h roic Vi tnan1ese people who, 
nd bamb o-h us d, n utralized your advanced technology 

\\1th r ~ lut human 1 irit and revolutionary warfare, you still refust to 
Ii Y that y ur p rv rs techn logy cannot prevail over human spirit? 

If . ttica f II t u~ in a matt r of hour de pite it being your most 
~ cur ma ·immn urit) pri ~ n-fortress cquipp d with your latest re-
r j, te hn I · , shall fall all your f< rtre ses, inside and out. Revolu-

ti 11ar i ri t 11quer all obstacles. 

"EY ry one f ) our prison can1ps has now become a revolutionary 
trainin can1p fe ding trained revolutionary cadres to each revolutionary 
foco in tl1e l1etto. Tl1e recruits are tl1e tl1ousa11ds of Black niilitants and 
revoluti )naries fran1ed and kidnapped from the ghettos in your desperate 
effort to put do\vn t11e spreadi11g Black Rebellion. Wl1i]e on the surface it 
appears ) ou've c00Ied the ghettos, all you've done was remove the dynamic 
elements, dumped us in your prison can1ps where our diverse ideologies and 
experiences cross-fertilized, hardened and en1bittered us in your dehuman
izing cages by abuse, breaking up ou r fan1ilies, etc., to then return us to 

the ghettos as fully-hardened revolutionary cadres. Your oppressive men
tality bli nds you to these clear facts . 

''Do you not see that we've converted your prison camps into revolu
tionary t raining camps for cadres of the Black liberation struggle? More 
important, your prisons l1ave become ideological crucibles and battle 
grounds. Soon you shall reap the harvest." 

The above capsulizes the ideology of thousands of Black revolutionaries 
being repressed in your prison camps. Although expressed in n1any ways 
rhetorically and organizationally through the many militant and revolu
tionary prisoners' groups formed in every prison in the U.S. the basic 
ideology is the same: using our time in prison to get it together for our 

return to the ghetto. 
While I speak only for prison camps in New York State and I've 

been tortured in the major ones: Sing Sing, Clinton, Attica, Green Haven, 
Wallkill. and Auburn I have compared notes with many out-of-state 
prisoners serving time in New York prison camps and found that the 

identical ideological situation exists in out-of-state prisons. 
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. , re()°ardless of the crimes in\'oh~ I hv . 
. . .. , J 1>r1St)11ers o . . J Whit 

\ · ;i.n' all politica . . . . , their ki<lnappmg u:-. fron the ghetto 
').. .. t<J }etrttlt111ZL ' . ,. > • ? T )} ' • S anct 

a -i-t opprcs.ors . 0 You don t behe\c 1t. e , what crime . 
. .. . t11c1 r cages. . I f \f . . s did 

t rt t 1 r l I 1 er ll:, 111 . t l e yr \ v e re k 1 d 11 a I) I) e ( r ) 111 ~· r 1 ca' 1 t 11 f) r i 
b t \V 11e11 1 soned 

ur fir ·Lears commt t. <rllt to America h r t 1eir labor wa 
l · .. '111d uroub s ex 

aL r 1 sla \·e s lIJ>S '- o· I 't you Jeo-alize these en 11 against Black ' 
f .., -0 '. e a rs ? I ( t 1 , o . , J)eo.-

p I ited or .)J • • • · . . r slave codes? Dain t you legitimize . 
i tl(lif T tl1e111 111 ) t)tl ~ . 

1 
f . )our 

Jlle an( c f . , .\merican Indians and t 1e t of their Ian 1 b 
. I I ~ l' rr 11 t er <J t I 1 e ~ c y 

~en Kt( a s au~ _ d the Homestead Act? \Vere not these er· 
l · 1 1· g J11d1a11 Ja,vs an . in1es 
eg1s a 111 . l d formed the very foundation of l_Tnited Stat 

litically 111ot1,\1tec a.11 f 
1 

. es 
po . . \ 1 , ·ou nut now the benefactor o t 11s loot and enjoyino
ca11taltsm? .-..m ~ue ) . k. · .... b 

f I .. · r 1anv times h1crher than your 111 111 I·.urope Soutl a sta11dar<l () I\ 111~ ti , o ' 1 

Africa an<l . \u tralia? . . 
Yet. af tcr rnr fo rebears were forced to bu ild for you the nchest coun-

try in the "·nrld \\' ith thei r blood and slave labor, th~ des~endents of the 
"hite raci~t kidnapper~ . murderers and r ob ber s who mhen terl the hlr,nd
stained loot han~ deluded themse!Yes in the belief that they are the guard
ians of "la\\~ a11tl o rder,'' tl1at tl1eir \ 1 ictin1s 111ust recognize then1 as such, 
acquie -ce in their oppression , and relinqui sh all claims to thei r stnlen 

heritage! 
The co11se(111et1ces of t11 is ~elf-clelusion ~ l1 a1 1 St>o11 L>ear lJi tter fruit, 

as st1rel1T a .. t11e i11\·asion of \ ' ietnan1 effccte(l t11e 11rese11t ignc)l)le defeat 

at the hands of the hero ic Vietnamese penplc. The delusi on of the op
pres:or \\·ill be suhmerged hy the reality of the st ruggle waged by the 

pp re,- : ed . 

.' o C< ntinue pursuing your Eichmann-l ike repressive poli cies which 
your -acli _ tic r~Lcist pig tortu rers are seeking t o enfo r ce. I\ ever will they 
succeed in breaking our spi r it to resist injustices: or convince us that they 
a~e .the lawfu_l authority-nay. their very outlaw acts ren1ove all doubt 
( 1f it ever ext ted that thev are tlle tl · h · 1 at only 

~ . .. ou a\\' ~. since t ev \ ' IO ate n 
t l1 e I a''· s c) t l 1 u 111 an 1 t )' }) t i t t } · · ., re 1e const1tut1011al at1(i statutor\~ lJ\VS they a 
duty-hound t uphold. _, 

Indeed, thev are much mor l s 
N . . • . e t 1an outlaws. they are mass murderer . 

o pri soner m the history of N , , 'ted 
States-has ever ho 

1 
. ew l ork State-possibly of the Uni ,, 

persons. Yet the m·i r..;~ntei t lel stign,a of being the mass-murderer of 4· 
'"-- · 1urt t rer f 43 Tle)' 

continue in office ~ni o\'it <r 
1
. _ 

0 
.... person. will nnt be indicted. 1 

· . 1 ~ I) ( ) it1cal la ff as 
upholders of law and o rder. < rgess and l ass ing them~ elves 0 

Th " l '' e }) e o l > e \ v 11 o put th :. . . 
e n1 In office I 1 f th e1 r 

up 10 d and praise them or 
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THEN W PR!SONE 
2 I 

. . shall cont· ue to e1 p y al mean 
f l and 3ust1ce, . 

dispenser o a genocidal h1 e a st op ress · 0 . 
I es from your 

to free o rse . . us as legitimate a ea o truggl ·a 
Hostage-taking is toe during the r n {e ·olutiona 

. t of the ro\vn a 
e1zure of agen s B .. h tea during the a arty. re, ~n 

and the seizure of r:~~ sole deciders of " a ans to employ . 
0 r oppressors, are ou 

liberation struggle. h d. 
. bell. not only was t e irect consequence of )ro 

Tl1e ~ tt1ca Re ion . Ur sy .. 
• • r r basic human rights, but of your a amant ref 

tematic denial ot ou. usa 
h 

. .. 
1
. ~d f-reatment ordered by Federal Courts in S'ost 

accord us t e c1' I 1 z t '" . . re i 

1'1 cC innis, Sostre z·. R ockcf cllcr. Sostre v. 0 tis, and tn many o her de-
. . ~ 

~ . r 1 .. ion~. 
Despite thi. fact being common knowl:~ge to"thousands f la\ yer-

judge., kgi· lators. administratnrs and ord1nar.: people' fam~lia~ \·it 

the sweeping pri s )n r eforms o rdered by F ederal Courts in the Sostre z·. 
Rockefeller and So "trc "L-'. Otis du~ isions , and the n.i.lions of ~ord- written 

on the causes of Attica, why hJ. . n't thi~ fact the obdurate refusal of cu . 

Jaw State officiais tc> obey Federal Court orders been exposed? It i: 
due to the white racist conspiracy of silence inherent in oppres-iYe-rac:s 
.. ~ 111 er i ca \\. he r1 t 11 e \ 1 i ct i n 1 s of \ \ · h i t e at r o c i ti es J. re 1 ~ 13 cl-~ . 

\\"hen the 28 ~.\ttica Ref(> rn1 Den1at1(ls r1 re.-ented to and accented b 7 

l • 

Commissioner Russell Os\\:ald on September 12, 1971. are Yi""\ ed ag1in. t 
the backg-round of Snstrc z·. R nckcfcl!cr, So_,fre -z·. Oti.:, au-! cithe:- direc

tiYes, it hc--c nm".: clear that yr ur rl'iu~al to comph· with th~ d1•ecti.6 nf 
- - ~ , 

tl ~e ( C>tlr t s a!1rl ltl11D1C!Ilt'r1t t11 e rrt"' 0 !"!11' r1-~c111rAr 1 1' !1 L1 ,~ \ t • 1'c,.. hr hr-:i1: 11~. 
• .. - J. "'" _,., .:t ' '- ~ l.. l ~ ·- 1 t - • -\ l. ~ !'.l. - 'j \. • 

f1 it , ~ e11 n 1 \ 1 n t 11 · l ~ !" · . 1 1' i t""' 1 ~ : ,. . • • • · .. • ,, 
· · ,.. · '. t · · 11e 'J 1:· ·;\· 1n (T tacts re11re~L·-:- 1 ' 1 · -l+- 11t 'l bie e\·1 te! . -t ) t •• "' l l • I • l . I.]. 

th at , h ac1 t }1 e r) r (J .,-i i r, 11 s c 1· t l . L ~ . d ... ' C 1 · d ·: +} 
t .. '"" - " · .ic r c e-1 a1 ourt r11a11date~ br~11 cc r 11t le \\ L ,, 

a... 1 l l t 1 • · · ' 
( l I ( • I 1 a ( ) 1 Cf l ( Cr i t 1 ') ) a ' e \r r . I ' • ... b · r- . ') -

_ t, ' l t-> ' i.: ~ ances rought to \'011r atter1t1l) fl \- t.1 ... P' 1 ~ 1 

t • ' ~ ef) t t,.., .. 'r , t ... 1- 1 t J ~ l i ~A d ., , 
• J A I ( 1 J I { ~ \._ n re( r , l • l l n 

· · . ·. ~ . , · '-.:- . t · not one ptnon wou1d ha Ye die< ·r 1 tTJ 

m_11Jru1 on ~·- 1 , t ' n1lier L 13, 1971 
The fir. t three of the J -\tt. · R 

re<1t1r<:. t<> lx.: ,
1 

1<) ' t 
1 

f-l · ica efvrm Demand: dealt _ lely '"i~h pr -
, . - 'l 1-' ef a tcr t11e ant· · l tate 

f 1t11ual-:. ancl rdxlli . ICtpated ao-reer11ent bet\\ t1 t 1 • ~ 
. · ng pn s· irwr and th l · cell:. 

1 lic·~t~ thrte c!cri1an I · . , i ' e return f pri.oner t t 1e1r 
. • . . ~ l s e e " the prov . . f 1 ~ 'S 

,;Ll"'- 't lite which , . . . Lion o food, \11,,rater and shelt r 1 
c Hn amn1al:- · 1 . . ) . 

• -s - -- - . ------ 111 t 1e zoo receive as a n1atter of cour-
, . . 'h l r c v. ~ l r( J inn 1 s 3 H . ---:-;--=-:--------,---

I·. Stipp 8<>3 ( c: . n .. · y' . · J· .2d 906 ( 2d c· ~ . · Jler. ~ --
4 ·U F .2 d 17 8 ( :? d ( i r ~ '9 ~ <)(,9 ). a ff. i n pa rt ~rd I 964 ~ : o tr e " . R k e I f c G ion i . , 

• J 0 ) ; - o st re v 0 . n rev. in part, o tr e ,. . , 1 1 . 
· tis, 330 F. Supp. 941 ( S. D. · ·• 
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RTH CAROLINA 
ENTRAL LAW JOURNAL 

n b erv r~ mmitt et monitor this operatic co 1 lete . . . 
nd 1 gal amn sty for the rebels. ' P admm strat ve 

l{efor111 De111and No. 4 souo·I1t ''the applicatio f th N 
• • t:> n ° e ew York State 

.Mmunum Wage Law Standards to all work don b · 
. Y inmates. Every ef-

fort will be 111ade to 111ake the records of paymen a· l t · 
. . 1 e o inmates." 

Tlus grievance (and many others) was brouo-ht to the att t. f 
. . . b en ion o your 

prison officials on at least four occas10ns. Each time it was rebuffed and 
repressed ttsually with force. 

The first time it was presented was in July 1970 when slaves · th . 1n e 
Attica Metal Shop presented their demand for a minimum wage. You re-
sponded out of your usual "gorilla" bag by throwing into solitary confine
ment the representatives presenting the grievance. Having no outlet for this 
legitin1ate grievance, and having it compounded by your additional in
j ustice of punishing our representatives, we responded with a work strike 
in the l\1etal Sl1op. \Varde11 Mancusi and Con1missioner Oswald reacted 
by confining to solitary confinement all the leaders. In July and August 
1970 the strike leaders were transferred to Auburn and other prison camps 
througl1out the state. 

Seeking to pacify with crumbs the spreading prisoner discontent with 
the five to thirty cents per day slave wage of New York State prisons, you 
then raised prison \vages to twenty-five cents for the lowest job. category, 
and up to one dollar per day for the highest. But you immediately raised 
the already outrageously high commissary prices e.g., we are forced to 
pay 40¢ for a two-pound box of sugar while outside you pay 59¢ for a five
pound bag and cancelled out the few pennies raise in our slave wages. 

The second time this grievance was brought to your attention was on 
November 4, 1970, during the Black Solidarity Day rebellion in Auburn 
Prison. In fact, it was the same militant leaders of the Attica Metal Shop 
strike that were transferred to Auburn Prison who led the Solidarity 

Day rebellion at Auburn. 
The third time the unredressed slave labor grievance was presented 

to you was in July 1971 when the Attica Liberation Faction sent Oswald 

a list of grievances including the demand for higher wages. As usual, they 

were relluff ed. 
The fourth time this labor grievance was brought to Oswald's atten-

tion was in July 1971 when prisoners in Green Haven presented t~ War~ 
· · · · the form of 13 Prisoners <len Zelker and Oswald their hst of grievances in . 

Demands, headed by the demand for a Prisoners' Labor Umon. The fol-

io ing is a copy of the Prisoners' Demands: 



• 

~ rj'/I' j>l(J.)'(), Tj~J 
7'] / l~ ~ ~ 

"'() , FP s · D Ef..IA N DS f> l~ IS J. ~ ~ 

t t 11 t ion : T' · 
. f Green Ha \?en r t <l .... 

\ 'e the 1nn1atcs o T 

1 l et tlJ) an Inmate I ;ahor Um r n the crea i<Jn 
l T11at t 1ere )C ~ '" t 
· 1 1 tl1e State or ar1y correc 1 1 a age1 cy ther f 
f and the ontro , )y . <l , . . eo 

o ' . . - the 1)risoners. But ms tea ho\\ e\ er, a private 
tl1at a(ln11111ster~ to . 1 . or ... 

. . 1 . ·11 concern IS the welfare of t 1e I nsoners. T0 gan1zat1011 '" 1 ~e 111a 1 
T. .. • ) 

, 1 d. t d hnvvers. whom we \\ tll choose, to act as Pre Iderlt 
headed 1>' c e tea e - · · . , 

. p ........ d t Treasurer and people from organizations 111 our CJn1 \ 11ce re::,1 e11 , ' -
· · t r, ... e 011 tl1e Boar(! of Directors of st1cl1 a U11i n. n1u111t1es o se . ... .. 

z. \\'e <leman<l that when a person IS relea,·ed on Condit 1onal R lea. ·, 
all in titutional hold:-> 1 e resolYed. C mditiflnal Release is time earned 
u inmates. therefore, he should not be hel l as if on parole. The pres
ent guidelines of Conditional Release are i!lega] and a form of chat el 
or inde11tt1 re ser\yitude. 
3. \ e demand tl1at there be a review board set up to bring about he 
release of those adults \\"110 l1a \"e ser\?"ed ten 1 10) and more :ears for a 
crime that has been lor1g ato11ed for . 
4. \ \ e den1and a con1plete revision of the N e'A York ~ tate sentencing 
statutes ever)·one sentenced under the old Penal La \V (pre- l 96i be 
recalled before court for re-sentencing under the ne¥- la\\. 
5. \ \'e den1and that there be an "Inn1ate I .... aw Office' ' \ l1ere i\e can .. e 
up inn1ate lawyers to study, prepare and revie\v each inmate s case 
so wishes and perfect appeals, legal briefs and all form::: of ·ri : a d 
petitions in order to present our grievances and other importan is- e
before the courts and other municipal bodies. 
6. \\ e demand that all inmates be allowed to corre~pond with 1om
ever Vw is hes to write him. The correspondant should be left up o e 
corresponding parties-not the institutional administrators. \ e ft1rther 
demand that we be allowed to order and receive any periodi 'al~ , 
newspapers, magazines or literature that we would normall · be able to 
recid if we were free men. 
7· \Ve dema~~ that all inmates have religious and political freed m · · · 
that any religious and political books published in the U. · · b l-
lowed to enter the pr· h . b t t 

1.f . isons, so t at prisoners can learn and get ti 
up- 1 t their wretched souls 
8. We demand a well hat · d . Tl 1 
F D A · ance , wholesome and nutriti u 1 t . 1 

· · . inspect all penal · · · d · t 
9 w d mstitut10ns to enforce leanline n 1 · 

d. t le demand proper medical attention both b th ri on h ~pit I n 
en a epartment W d 
d · · · e emand that the d n 1 rtm nt u n 

a mm1ster novacain for all filling of teeth. 
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O rQRTH CAROLINA CH 

-NTRAL Al-¥ 
lo vVe d 111and an imn1ediat lOUJ<. AI . e end to J 

d brutality by prison officials er e an l inhuinar1 t 
atl . rea m n 
1 l. We demand that we be able t b . 

II . o o tai11 per 
kept in our ce s, tn order to help us p t}rpe\vriters to be 

I I repare our 
rder to prepare ega material for th f Jr society and . 

o d h D e courts in 1 in 
12. Ve deman t at eputy Superintendent H al efforts. 

taPo age11 ts be re111oved from their po ·t· · a ner and his G s . s1, ions and .. ob e-
of cruel and mhuman treatment issued out to ~s s because of the use 
l3. Last, we demand to be treated like MEN P ~~ers. 

• • • • 

On August 18, 1971, Earl Smoake one of tl .
1
. 

' 1 e n1 1 1 t ar1 t r . 
f Green Haven, wrote to Zelker and Oswald k. . epreser1tat1 yes 

o , . as ing t() d1scu"' .· h 
the Prisoners Labor U n10n and the other twel . . ~ '' 1 t them 

\ e grievances t f above. He received no reply. se orth 

However, when on August 23, 1971 Earl Smoak d. 
. . h L b U . . . ' . e tscussed the or-

ganization of t e a or nton 1n a meeting \\rtt}1 his fell ,. . . 
. . ow prisoners in the 

prison yard, he was thrown into solitary confinement. 

Thus Os.wald was pre~ented wit~ the labor grievance on at least four 
occasions pnor to the Attica Rebellion. He ignored them and used force 
to repress our legitimate desire to receive some of the fruits of our laba 
and end the inhuman and unconstitutional treatment of prisoners in the 
prison-fortress of N e\v York State. 

Reform demand No. 6 of the ~"-ttica rebels demanded that the State 

"allow all New York State prisoners to be politically acti\ e without in

timidation or reprisal." VVhy should it have been necessary to demand the 
right to exercise constitutionally protected political rights without intimida
tion or reprisal when the Federal Court thirteen months earlier in Sostre 

v. Rockefeller, had already enjoined the Commissioner of Correction and 
Warden lfancusi of Attica "fron1 punishing Sostre for having in his po.s

session poli tical literature and for setting forth his political 'i.ew- or m 
writing ?"4 The answer is clear : your outlaw prison officials d1sreg~r~ed 
th c . . f · · ng our poh t1cal 

e ourt's mandate and continued to punish us or exerctst 
beliefs 

• 

Th N 7 h "ch seeks the allowance 
e same applies to Reform Demand 0 · w 

1 d b the Fed-
of ''t . . . ffic. als ordere y 

rue religious freedom." Were not prison ° 1 
• f the First 

eraI C . . 5 . t the exercise o 
A. ourts tn Sostre v. M cGinms, to permt . s still haYe t 

d 
rnendrnent right to worship? Why then should prisone~ater? I it not 
ernand . ht'' seven years 

the exercise of this "preferred-rig 
'31 
• 3J~ F. Supp. 863, at 885; aff. 442 F.2d 178· 

F.2d906 (2d Cir., 1964). 
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obvious that your State prison officials are nothing ut outlaws and cr·m
inals who use th U.S. Constitution and Co rt orders for toi et paper? 
Is it not obvious also that your State and Co rts, members of the 
same oppressive political structure to · yo p ison officials belong, 
are co-conspirators in the conspiracy again ri e s o deny us our 
Constitutional and human rights? 

The pleadings of the case prove that Sostre v. McGinnis was the result 
of a six-year spiritual, physical and legal struggle led by three determined 
prisoners. The struggle commenced in Clinton Prison during 1958 when 
we first sued in Plattsburgh Supreme Court via wri.t of mandamus seeking 
the exercise of religious freedom. 8 

The spiritual and physical aspect of the struggle involved years of 
torture in solitary confinement, beatings, tear gassings while locked in 
cages, bread and water diets, and many other barbarities inflicted by the 
State to break our spirit, health and resoluteness, and coerce other prisoners 
from joining our ranks. But far from breaking our spirit in the solitary 
confinen1ent dungeons of Clinton and Attica Prisons, these dungeons be
came the ''foco'' of rebellion which spread to every prison in the State and 
involved hundreds of prisoners. The story of the spread of the struggle, 
how the problem became so serious that the State Attorney General was 
forced to set up a special bureau to handle the scores of Muslim complaints 
flooding the courts, and how the Muslim s1truggle evolved into the revolu
tionary struggle which led to the Attica Rebellion, is detailed in my forth
cotning book. 

It took six years of suffering and litigation to get the Sostre v. Mc
Ginnis ruling in 1964. I personally spent five years in solitary confine
ment struggling, and had my sentence not expired in September 1964, 
while in Attica solitary confinement, I probably would have spent many 
more years under torture. The 1964 ruling of the 2d Circuit Court (Sostre 
v. McGinnis) 7 remanded the case to State Court where it was stalled 
through Bryant v. Wilkins,8 SaMarion v. McGimu·s,9 to demand No. 7 of 
the Attica Rebellion to "allow true religious freedom" seven more years ! 
Thus the struggle to exercise a First Amendment "pref er'red" right took 
from 1958 till 1971, thirteen years of torture, suffering and death at the 
hands of racist outlaw savages who recognize no law except that of f . orce, 
v1olence and murder. 

•See Pierce, Sostre, SaMarion v. La Vallee 293 F 2d 233 (2d c· 1961) 
'334 F.2d 906 (2d Cir., 1964). ' · ir., · 

I 258 N.Y.S.2d 455 (1965). 
•284 N.Y.S.2d 504 (1967). 
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, ( , 17 and 2 5 of ti . 
1 . . 1e " tt1ca rel)el k . 

. arr ·u1-< r. 111 of literature and s see mg the end of 
'lrb1tr - . . . . correspond 1 ,. k 1nd C:.1 arnsh-spcak1ng ofhccrs and tl 1ce t 1e employment of 
1~Jac (. t"" t . ie end f unlimited pun·1shment . . litarY c m mem n were already ordered 1 111 ~ 13 ilrer Iotle) J ) · r.s. District Court -0n -ranee ~ " T' • sixteen month 
( io r r II1 Sostre 'l'. Rocke-
fdflr. 

The ckpran:d savagery of your outlaw prison ffi . 
1 

. 
. . o eta s and your Judicial 

onspirators L reflected m the rest of the reform d d T 
co~c ,, . . . eman s. he very fact 

ha\'C t ) demand rehab1litat1on ., from those , .1 . . 
we L • • • • \ 10se primary funct10n 
.... the reh:ih1ltt:.it1nn of prisoners. and food and medical t t b . 
1 ~ ,. . .. . re a ni e 11 t - as 1 c 

Ce · iti~· ~ Pt ltk rl'cog111zed by all civilized heino-s-n
1
"lk ·f ne .. - . c u es n1a111 est the 

t}l1e of indi\·iduals 111to whose care the "r::eople of the State of New York" 
hare thro,,·11 t1~. 

Our claim th:it \'Cur prison officials are the real outalws and \ · 
. · .. v e pr 1so11 -

ers the rictirns, is supported by the holding of the U.S. District Court in 

so~trc i'. Rnc/(i'ft·l!rr, supra. where the Court stated at page 863 that: 

It i_ not the function of nur prison system to make prisoners con
form in their polit ical thought and belief to ideas acceptable to their 
jailers. 011 the other hand. one function is to try to rehabilitate the 
lawbreaker !Jy rnnvincing him of the validity of our legal system. There 
is little chance that such an ohj ertive will he achieved if prisoners are 
entru tecl to thr1sf' -..vho likewise break the law by denying prisoners 
their basic constitutional rights. This Court holds that Sostre's con
fineme:1t to puniti\'e segregation for the letters he wrote and for refusal 
to anS\\'er fJUestio11s ar>r)ttt a I)r-, lit~caJ r>rga11ization. and }1is St1bseqt1ent 

punishment for mere po -~essinn of political literature, were unreason
able r unishn1ents <.1nd \:ir>latecl his First i\rnen<l111e11t right to freedoni 
of P1>litica l e. ·1 re% i < >11. 

Tl 1 f · t · after clecacl s of 1 e /\ t t i ca I e l ) e 11 i ' > 11 \, · a . t } 1 c r · . t 1 t > r cc< > g i 1 1 1 C> 11 • 

Painf 1 · f 1 t ,. · · .,- ec1re... < f tl1 i111-u t - h , us t 1 r, n c f a 11 pea c cf u 1 n 1<.: a n s o o > a 111 mg r J s • 
poss · 1 · 1 · · · 1 ' 4 

] 1 ' ' f ""t 11 1 e 'v r k ( > f a 11 ° p-
1 >i ity if ohtaining justice w1thm t 1e ega rL . . . ~. 

Pressive raci t soci ·ty which was founded ( n th most heinous lllJU tic ; . 
lnur<}.a l l ii· \\' re tl1e re. 11Jt f r \ c i-tr, f() )} r\', ~Javery. 1 he ghdtn re )C 1011 . f j rj) 
ng oft} ., . . , l t11ass aft r 11t11r1 .. 
. 1 · same cc nclus1on by the oppt c. sc( · · · · ' ·1 I in-
1 'ht . . · } 3 th 1 OS.+ h nm '11 ~ c 1 

s strug-~J' and court lit1gatinns. sue 1 
• · f · J 

111 
11t ,1ti )J1 

f'rat· t ·vt "lf ~trtl<'"le <)r t1111 10n <h.: isil)n, \\'hich aft r a twcn y-~ · · .. hh . 
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tru throu hout th w rid is lik wis"' due to the failure of all 2 
1 r dre i11ju tic s heaped 011 tl1e OJ)l ressed. 

~ tti r ck d tl1 ici tt outla v 1 1t1r<I rers \vl10 \·ere })assing 
Ja\\rful autl1orities. It is now a l1istt)rical fact tl1at tl1c 

f "la', a11d ord r'' are tl1e 111ass r11u1 dcrers of 43 persons in the 
r . 1 lies are tl1e 11111rderers at d tt>rturers \vl10 are in charge 

rl· tate and its prison can1ps. 
Tl1 r alit , f ,,rJ1at i11u t 1 e done l1as bec11 n1adc 111a11ifest througl1 

the pr e- f eli111i11ati 11 f ''legal" re111edies. No lo11cTer shall \\~e \vaste 

tin1e a11d .. uffer r l ng d 11 edless pu11isl1n1e11t and i11justices litigating 
ci 1 il rig·J1t ca~'e i11 • ur oppressive courts as we did in the 1950's and 

's. 11e r · r is 11r i1ai ete of the 1960's ,vl1ich deceived us into re-

gar Iin · a: l1ilit:i 1t the 'we want" programs we fol owed, which in reality 
~p r tl1e r 11ct f 400 ears of slave nlentalit)', i11 \\'l1icl1 tl1e foo1is11 slaves 
begg t11 ir 111a!Ster to grai1t then1 freedon1, justice, ec1uality, fertile land, 
etc. \ · ·e l e11 a) ing ''we \¥ant'' tl1is a11d '',ve \vant'' that for 400 years, 

bu l1e trutl1 f tl1e n1atter i tl1at those "''110 ha re been robbed of t11eir free

don1 and 11eritage obtai11 justice onl by usi11g all nleans necessary in t11e 
st ruggle agai11'" t their oppres or. 

Li ttle did ) ou i111agine that the very dungeons used to torture us, where 

} 011 forcecl us to Jeep naked on the cold c 11crete floor witl1 wi11do\ s 

opened to give us pneumonia on bread and 1 at r diet, and \¥ith a five-

gailon paint bucket for a toilet uld b c 11 t11e crucibles from which 
evol ed the ne~ hardened pri oner and the anguard revolutionary 

ideolog \ hi ch has now spread throughout New York State prison and 
into the ghettos. 

The anguard revolutionary ideology formulated by the survivor of d 
r torture dungeons is reflected in the following program : an 

PROGRAM OF BLAC 
VA GUARD FOR LIBERATION 

WHY WE FIGHT, OUR 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVE 

1. ~ ince our heritage of 350 year of la k lave labor was stolen 
and invested in the de lopm n f thi ontin nt of North Amer ica 

y our oppre sors, our aim is to r co er this stolen heritage l y Jib
era in~, throug~ revolutionary a ed truggle and all means necessary, 
a port10 o ht devel land f om our op ressor's control. We shall 

Ii o la · d nd n ion on this liberated territory whi h 

'' 

ch 



5 NORTH CAROLINA 
. CENTRAL LAW J 

is ours by nght of our labo . 0 U NA 
. . bel Jf r invested i . 

shed in its 1a ' and by right of b. tth s . evelopment, our blo d 
2. Our at med struggle for I"b . an_ history. 

• • 1 eratton hk t t . 
South America, 1s a just struggle W ' a in Africa, Asia an 

d t b · e se n o ste I land an proper y, ut to recover ou t l . a someone else's 
Bl k r s o en er1tag . th 350 years of ac slave labor stolen f e · e product of 

ron1 our ancest d by our oppressors to make the u S th . h ors an employed 
· · e nc est countr · h 3. \Ve fight for the liberation of Black 

1 
h Y ~n t e wort . 

. . .d h U . peop e eld captive in h t colonies 1ns1 e t e nited States by the wh·t . g e to-
. . i e racist oppressor B 1tberat1on we mean complete freedom from the l · 

1 
. . · Y 

. P 1)'Stca , po11t1cal so cial and economic control of the white racist u s ' -
. . · . governn1ent, and the 

establishment of our own mdependent Black nation. 
4. Since our struggle for liberation in America. 

1
·s a t · h 

. . . par ot t e world 
revolut10nary struggle for hberat10n against the common us 

. . . . . enemy 
and its allte~, ' ""e will use the same means employed by all oppressed 
peoples to liberate ourselves : guerrilla warfare, first and foremost. 

5. As a fir st step towards nationhood, we must obtain revolutionary 
bases from which to operate. We must seize areas in urban and rural 
Black communities fron1 the control of the oppressor. From these lib
erated and expanding areas we will wage our war of liberation. 

6. Our independent Black nation will be a Socialist nation based on 
the principle that people, and riot property. are the most precious of all 
possessions. Having freed ourselves from 400 years of genocidal white 
racist capitalism, we are not about to imitate our white oppressors by 
establishing a Black capitalist nation. 

I' --u-

Does the Vanguard program di ff er from the "we want" programs like 
day dots from night? Don't you \\·ish \Ve had remained mentally dead 
and in the "we want" trick bag ,vhile helieving aJI the while we had the 
''k '' · ' I ' t I t ow for once mental ey to the problen1 of our oppression. t s oo a e n , 
chains are broken there is no ·return to the status quo ante. 

'x · ·11 galvanize tl1e revolu-vl e, the new politically aware prisoner, wt soon 
t• . . h th t . rill hasten the over-IOnary struggle in An1enca to 1 ts new P ase a \\ 
th · th roduct of our stolen row of your exploitative racist society, recover e P . . f II 
1 · l · J ust1ce or a save labor which you now enjoy, and obtam revo ut1onary 

Oppressed people. 
-1\f ARTIN SOSTRE, 

Auburn Prison-Fortress 
(in keep-lock for refusing 
to shave beard) 


