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THE NEW PRISONER

MARTIN SOSTRE

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The following article was written by a Brother who refers to himself as
an ‘Afro-American revolutionary.” Many have come to respect him as a
“jailhouse lawyer” nonpareil. Notwithstanding the efforts of Messrs.
Gideon and Johnson (Gideon v. Wammwright, 372 U.S. 335 (1963) ;
Johnson v. Avery, 393 U.S. 483 (1969) ), Brother Sostre has undoubted-
ly had the most far reaching effect on the extension of the limited rights of
prison inmates throughout the country.

Like many other “‘jailhouse lawyers,” Brother Sostre has had no for-
mal training 1 law. Unlke many other “jailhouse lawvers,” Brother
Sostre 1s articulate, diligent and effective. It is this latter quality that has
rendered him anathema to corrections officials who, as he points out, have
violated the rights of inmates in spite of, and in total disregard of, the
Constitution and specific court orders.

Among the many liberties advocated by Brother Sostre have been:
rights to the free exercise of religion (Sostre v. McGinnis, 334 F.2d 906
(1964) ; indigent prisoner’s right to appeal in forma pauperis (A4pplic. of
Sostre, 189 F. Supp. 111 (1960) ; rights of prisoners to due process, right
to political expression, right to unfettered access to public officials and a
rather limited freedom from cruel and unusual punishment (Sostre v.
Rockefeller, 312 F. Supp. 863 (1969), affirmed in part and reversed in
part (Sostre v. McGinnis, 442 F.2d 178 (1970) ; right to due process in
relation to censorship of literature (Sostre v. Otis, 330 F. Supp. 941
(1971).

He has also been the moving force behind the formation of a prisoners’
union in New York State and an advocate of minimum wages for inmate
workers. :

Brother Sostre is presently serving a 30 to 40 year sentence in Clinton
Prison, Dannemora, N.Y. (He has been the recipient of extensive “bus
therapy”” having b:en transferred from five prisons in the New York State
system to this ‘“‘maxi-maxi” facility.) His comxctmn was basEd on the
most spurious of evidence: the tcstimony of a cmvncted dmg dealer, tho
subsequently submitted an affidavit indicating that he had perjured him-
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self at the request of the District Attorney and a C“""(‘Nient]y R <43 A 244
motion picture film that was allegedly taken through 3 wingd
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out to be boarded up at the time.. He 1s prcsc?ltl}' secking 5 | k Urneq tionary
order to introduce the newly discovered evidence. A g acmt”al in “ A
Brother Sostre's trial and conviction can be found in Th, Crime of l:nt e cause, |
Sostre by Copeland (McGraw-Hill Co., 1970). The latest info; ijnﬁ up on
and liter;uure on the on-going struggle of Martin Sostre ¢an be O;Iaf"m that, d
from The Martin Sostre Defense Commuttee, dineg 8 bare-fc
with r
. believe
Hw - “1
Secure
THE NEW PRISONER &
MARTIN SOSTRE train:
“Listen, pig, are you really that naive to believe you can foo] ang | ..
pacify us with mghtly bribes of ten-cent candy bars and cookie snacks § TEn
while caging us like animals in your inhuman steel cages; by removing the ¢ effor
wire screen from the visiting room but replacing it with the three foot j N
wide table thrust between our mothers, wives, children and loved ones e
to maintain your inhuman separation; by changing the color of our uni- |
forms from gray to green (and those of our jailers), while exploiting our s lilmg
slave labor for pennies a day; by establishing a phony furlough program ; f, |
which is programmed to exclude from eligibility 1690 prisoners out of | e lt‘
1700;" by passing a token equalization bill? After Attica?! Well dream on o
pig. until the next rude awakening overtakes you. | ?1011
“Your widely-publicized prison reform programs—a smoke screen g

o
not only to cover up the greatest domestic massacre in a century, but t0 -

pacification program consisting of the

- : : beus
SOSt \ttflca multi-million dollar appropriation for guns, gas, chemical =
ra . . . ' : y . .
p n);s, Or training killers on thejr effective use, construction of additional o
ow | . .
5}1110 t ers and assaul.t tunnels within your prison camps from which to = s
ot us down, bulldlng and | housing Of f 1de
maxi-maxi units : g special treatment hou ; y
etc.—will h h(euphemlsm, “solitary confinement torture chambers ). i
WL have the same pih e e e s e = - . Viet-
nam upon which they are nagstaiiatacy t T LENEEE S T8 repres- be:
Ve Prison pacification s RN SERRI R WA, your ©P W
Ty é dai T n reform, has alrea®’ |
s }‘_;5&: - & ““w‘h g *.,-':" | t: P 7'_‘ A ol ¢ ";..'__ R .
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proven counter-productive in that it h

as set 1in motion dynamic re
‘ ' | revolu-
tionary forces that w u

| .l“ effect the overthrow of your racist-capitalist system
Are you so spiritually dead and blind that you fail to perceive the

cause, effect and (‘.OIISC(IUCI]'C(’S of your repressive acts? Are you so hung
up on th(j represswe-gcn(?cndal aspect of your racist-oriented technology
that, fiespnte your resounding defeat by the heroic Vietnamese people who,
ba.re~tooted and bamboo-housed, neutralized your advanced technology
with resolute human spirit and revolutionary warfare, you still refuse to
believe that your perverse technology cannot prevail over human spirit ?

“If :\tti_ca fell to us in a matter of hours despite 1t being your most
secure maximum security prison-fortress equipped with your latest re-
pressive technology, so shall fall all your fortresses, inside and out. Revolu-
tionary spirit conquers all obstacles.

“Every one of your prison camps has now become a revolutionary
training camp feeding trained revolutionary cadres to each revolutionary
foco in the ghetto. The recruits are the thousands of Black militants and
revolutionaries framed and kidnapped from the ghettos in your desperate
effort to put down the spreading Black Rebellion. While on the surface it
appears you've cooled the ghettos, all you’ve done was remove the dynamic
elements, dumped us 1n your prison camps where our diverse ideologies and
experiences cross-fertilized, hardened and embittered us in your dehuman-
1zing cages by abuse, breaking up our families, etc., to then return us to
the ghettos as fully-hardened revolutionary cadres. Your oppressive men-
tality blinds you to these clear facts.

“Do you not see that we've converted your prison camps into revolu-
tionary training camps for cadres of the Black liberation struggle? More
important, your prisons have become ideological crucibles and battle
grounds. Soon you shall reap the harvest.”

The above capsulizes the ideology of thousands of Black revolutionaries
being repressed in your prison camps. Although expressed in many ways—
rhetorically and organizationally through the many militant and revolu-
tionary prisoners’ groups formed in every prison in the U.S.—the basic
ideology is the same: using our time in prison to get it together for our
return to the ghetto.

While I speak only for prison camps in New York State—and I've
been tortured in the major ones: Sing Sing, Clinton, Attica, Green Haven,
Wallkill, and Auburn—I have compared notes with many out-of-state
prisoners serving time in New York prison camps and found that the
identical ideological situation exists in out-of-state prisons.
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. essors to leg , 't 1 ve 1t?7 Well, w :
e s dicif cages. YOU don’t belie , what cTimes ;.
N ; < 1n i . _ : . . .
torturing us < when they were kidnapped from Africa, MPrison
ars con !

PO ‘ ica where thei
" and brought to America r Tabor wg; e

Ml ahoard slave > Didn't you legalize these crimes against B

. . lack
- w350 years!: z . ; ' M Peo-
pIOItt‘dlf‘ lify ‘them m your slave codes’ Didn't you legltnmze Your
CO(C - " - - _
ple anc s hter of tie Americar Indians and theft of their land by
al sldaug

dJian laws and the Homestead Act? Were not thege i
| and formed the very foundation of United Stateg
nhow the benefactor of this loot and eNjoying

5

ships

genocid
legislating In
politically motivatec
And are you not

capitalism? | , T
anv times higher than your kin in Europe South

a2 standard of Tiving m

Africa and A\ustraha? | |
Vet after our forebears were forced to build for you the richest CoHih.

try in the world with their blood and slave labor, the. desc.endcnts of the
white racist kidnappers, murderers and robbers who inherited the blgod.
stained loot have deluded themselves in the belief that they are the guard-
ians of “law and order,” that their victims must recognize them as such,
acquiesce in their oppression, and relinquish all claims to their stolen
heritage !

The consequences of this self-delusion shall soon bear bitter fruit,
as surely as the mvasion of Vietnam effected the present ignoble defeat
at the hands of the heroic Vietnamese people. The delusion of the op-

. pressor will be submerged by the reality of the struggle waged by the
“ oppressed.

i 4

'f So C('.mt.nmc pursuing your Eichmann-like repressive policies which
. Your sadistic racist pig torturers are seeking to enforce. Never will they

succeed 1n breaking our spirit to resist in justices; or convince us that they

are the lawful authority—nay, their very outlaw acts remove all doub!

(if it ever existed) that they are the outlaws, since they violate not only
onstitutional and statutory laws they af¢
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the middle and following orders.” But the Israel; Court, follorwmzhprl:

cedents of the I\uremberg Tnibunal, rejected this defense on grounds that

each individual is a free agent bearing responsibility for his or her indi.
vidual acts.

The people support and acquiesce in the continuance in office of these
mass murderers. T hey raise no outraged cry against them. They make no

demand for their impeachment ; no demand that the mass murderers be ar.
rested, charged with murder and indicted. The message therefore is very

clear: the white racist people of this oppressive racist society are our
enemies who go along with every injustice perpetrated against us by their
clected representatives. Their support of bestial, genocidal acts against us
reflects their consciousness.

The McKay Report whitewashing the Attica Massacre is a case in
point* Its statement, in regard to the taking of hostages, that “the holding
of human hves for ransom is wrong and only leads to more violence and
to a backlash that makes change more difficult,” evokes sardonic smiles
when read by us, the real hostages whose human lives are being held for
exploitative ransom—as were the human lives of our forebears—solely
because we are Black. Or does the dictum that holding hostages leads to
more violence, apply only when Blacks hold white hostages and not when
Black hostages are held by Whites?

Bat if your dictum has umiversal validity, does it not then follow that
the rising tide of Black rebellion in America by your 25 million Black
hostages is the natural legacy of the “wrong” which you state “only leads
b-l:vnh-:"?Kuponmmnng plg,forralltymlllmpqul.
ﬁtiu“'hnmyﬂnnghasfmhl” (as it already has, since we can-

t j ﬁmmw)—“whmapumupmdbﬁe
gﬂe worid"—as Bill Kunstler correctly observed. The
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. and had other legitimate grie
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dispensers ©O our genOCldal white racist oporession y
to free ourselves frc')mtoyus a5 legitimate a means of struggle as y,,

Hostage-taking IShe Crowit Qg the American Revolutionam W
e of agents of t  tea during the Boston Tea Party. We. E;nd :r,
= Not

seizur -
Britis .

sole deciders of what means to employ in o

T

and the seizure of
our oppI'CSSOI'S, arc the

liberation struggle. 85 -
The Attica Rebellion not only was the direct consequence of your gy

tic denial of our basic human rights, but of your adamant refusal ¢,
.tment ordered by Federal Courts in Sostre .,
Sostre v. Otis, and in many othe, b

tema
accord us the civilized tre i
McGinnis, Sostre @ Rockefelier.
isions.”
“Slolgespite this fact being common knowlsdge tO‘ithOuszﬁI’]ds of lawyers
judges, legislators, sdministrators and or‘dmar}' people. familiar with
the sweeping prison reforms ordered by Federal (;O.urts in the Sostr, 2y
Rockefelier and Sostre v. Otis decisions, and the millions of words writgen
on the causes of Attica, whv hasn't this fact—the obdurate refusal of oyt
law State officials to obev I'ederal Court orders—Dbeen exposed? It s
due to the white racist conspiracy of silerice mherent in oppressive-racist
America when the victims of white atrocities are Black.

When the 28 Attica Reform Demands presented to and accepted by
Commissioner Russell Oswald on September 12, 1071 are viewed against

1 the background of Sostre . Rockefeller, Sostre . Otis and other direc-

-
e by --b

tives, 1t becomes clear that your refusal to comply with the directives of
+ . = A - ; . 3 1 REEE
the Courts and implement the reforms resu'ted in ‘he Attica Reheliios

f‘. !:{_ (Nt = terr S i | A - ‘- i - . M =
lteen months later. The toic-wing facts represen: irrefutabie evidens

i = : K
he Federal Court mandates been complicd with

. s o vances brought to vour attention by us prit
3 ;i__jf.[;-_-;' ﬂn S{‘I}'{'t‘n]hﬁr 9_13‘ 1()71.
~ The first three of the 7% Ay ol 2 . . 4
cedures to he i }t;he"g Attica Reform Demands dealt solely with pro
cials and rdnﬂinzaﬂﬁ _."‘.e_a“ﬁ"-‘ipated agreement between the Statt
"nmﬂﬂ& f;‘::llner‘s, and the return of prisoners to their cell
s of life which %W the Provision of food, water and shelter (7€
_ ek M o B | — My giaes _— % ‘ | <€)
the 200 receive as a matter of <O
Fl Tl e T e | - :
TRl 4204) ; Sostre v. ROCketellér-nnis.
re v ot @Nd rev. in part, Sostre V. Me 1’1971)’&
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and legal amnesty for the rebels.

Reform Demand No. 4 sought ““th YA
e : = e application of the N
Minimum Wage Law Standards to all work done by inm:t‘:SYEierStatfe
. y el-

fort will be made to make the records of payment available to inmates ”’

This grievance (and many others) was brought to the attention of your

prison officials on at least four occasions. Each time it was rebuffed and
repressed—usually with force.

‘The first time 1t was present.ed was 1 July 1970 when slaves in the
Attica Metal Shop present?‘d th.elr demand for a minimum wage. You re-
sponded out of your.usual gor{lla” bag by throwing into solitary confine-
ment. the representatives presenting the grievance. Having no outlet for this
legitimate grievance, and having it compounded by your additional in-
justice of punishing our representatives, we responded with a work strike
in the Metal Shop. Warden Mancusi and Commissioner Oswald reacted
by confining to solitary confinement all the leaders. In July and August
1970 the strike leaders were transferred to Auburn and other prison camps
throughout the state.

Seeking to pacify with crumbs the spreading prisoner discontent with
the five to thirty cents per day slave wage of New York State prisons, you
then raised prison wages to twenty-five cents for the lowest job category,
and up to one dollar per day for the highest. But you immediately raised
the already outrageously high commissary prices—e.g., we are forced to
pay 40¢ for a two-pound box of sugar while outside you pay 59¢ for a five-
pound bag—and cancelled out the few pennies raise in our slave wages.

The second time this grievance was brought to your attention was on
November 4, 1970, during the Black Solidarity Day rebellion in Auburn
Prison. In fact, it was the same militant leaders of the Attica Metal Shop
strike that were transferred to Auburn Prison who led the Solidarity

Day rebellion at Auburn.

The third time the unredressed slave labor grievance was presented
to you was in July 1971 when the Attica Liberation Faction sent Oswald
a list of grievances including the demand for higher wages. As usual, they
were rebuffed.

The fourth time this labor grievance was brought to Oswald’s atten-
July 1971 when prisoners in Green Haven presented tf) War:
" _: i _stald their list of grievances in the form of 13 Prisoners

... by the demand for a Prisoners’ Labor Union. The fol-

it m opy of the Prisoners’ Demands:

ﬁ B r"ls_-—"—.' g ——r PSS ‘ u
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e TR yid 1
1’)1{15(}1\'[21\5 DIEMANDS "
1
: Attention : . k
\We the inmates of Green Haven Prison demand . | s
1. That there he set up an [nmate Labor Union free from the Creation 1
of, and the control, by the State or afly correctional dgerncy therer)f =
‘hat administers to the prisoners. But instead however, a private Or- o
ganization w ‘hose main concertl is the welfare of the prisoners, To 1 !

headed by dedicated lawyers, whom we will choose, to act as frewkm

Vice President, Treasurer, and people from organizations in our cqp. C
| munities to serve on the Board of Directors of such a Union. of G
.;; 2 \Ve demand that when a person is released on Conditional Release. the -
i .11 institutional holds be resolved. Conditional Release is time earneg abov
] by inmates, therefore, he should not be held as 1f on parole. The pres- e
~ ent guidelines of Conditional Release are illegal and a form of chatte] ganii
3 or indenture servitude. priso
g 3. We demand that there be a review board set up to bring about the g
' release of those adults who have served ten {10) and more years for a i
Z crime that has been long atoned for. occas
- 4. We demand a complete revision of the New York State sentencing R
A statutes—everyone sentenced under the old Penal Law (pre-1967) be anf:l |
recalled before court for re-sentencing under the new law. pre
5. \.’V e demand that there be an “Inmate [Law Office” where we can set _ K
up m-mate lawyers to study, prepare and review each inmate’s case, who “allo
so wishes, and perfect appeals, legal briefs and all forms of writs and timic
ﬁ::::“; énczlri:: to dpreshem our grievances and other important 1ssues r‘ight
Rl thartl alot er municipal bodies. tion
¥ i ™ at all inmates be allowed to correspond with whom- . R
| q - Bl 0 wgte him. The correspondant should be left up to the War
g: | deman S gw zabe‘ea;;‘::; the institutional administrators. We further i
wspapers, magazines or h::ro::'der and receive any periodicals, books whil

ad 1f we were free P that we would normal]y be able t0 .
JWe demand that a;;‘ien ¥ ol
- any religious and. “’“‘“ e o   ¥ dipalitical frosiom belie
B4 40 coter the prt mat s i e bout 0 X
@’H F‘;? tlhelr wre , prisc e m hm !Md get a of ‘4
e demand a wgﬂ_ »ﬁw N NOEFIT 1 . cral
d;m bA ‘ lnspect a!l P It:'l‘:_j"_.?'-?- L (TR __:_A‘_: AT d"gt ‘;I;i dlet5~ Ame
* er mec ' *-fa Catad . B demg
use l”"_ # Y



10. We dfmasd =2 lmmedi.ate €nd to cryej | :
- brutality by prison officials. €l and Inhumay, treat
11, We demand .that we be able sy
kept in our cells, in order to help
order to prepare legal materia] f |
12. We demand that Deputy S - p- e legal efforts.

stapo agents b.e e L4 frot theie Positions and jot,
on

13. Last, we demand to be treated like MEN i

because of the yge
ers.

of Green Haven, wrote to Zelker and Oswald aski

Jbove. He received no reply.
. : o

ganization _ hi rr.leetmg with his fellow Prisoners in the

prison yard, he was thrown into solitary confinement.

T-hus Os.wald was pres.ented w1th the labor grievance on at least four
occasions prior to the Attica Rebellion. He ignored them and used force
to repress our legitimate desire to receive some of the fruits of our Jahor
and end the inhuman and unconstitutional treatment of prisoners in the
prison-fortress of New York State.

Reform demand No. 6 of the Attica rebels demanded that the State
“allow all New York State prisoners to be politically active without in-
timidation or reprisal.” Why should it have been necessary to demand the
right to exercise constitutionally protected political rights without intimida-
tion or reprisal when the Federal Court thirteen months earlier in Sostre
v. Rockefeller, had already enjoined the Commissioner of Correction and
Warden Mancusi of Attica “from punishing Sostre for having in his pos-

session political literature and for setting forth his political vi.ews or In
Witing 24 prison officials disregarded

The answer is clear: your outlaw &
political

d ;te Court’s mandate and continued to punish us for exercising our
- liefs'

of ,‘The same applies to Reform Demand No. 7 w!ﬁch
er e religious freedom.” Were not prison officials ord
* Courts i Sostre v. McGinnis,® to permit the exerc

A

der:l:ndment right to worship ? Why then sh
%xerciSC- Of this T T .rred- | _
'33i g Supp. 863, at 885 : aff. 442 F.2d 178.
2d 906 (24 Cir., 1964).

v-:-“ ¢

seeks the allowance

ordered by the F_ed'
se of the First
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obvious that your State prison officials are nothing but outlaws and crim-
inals who use the U.S. Constitution and Court orders for toilet paper? |
Is it not obvious also that your State and Federal Courts, members of the ar

. : : 71

same oppressive political structure to which your prison officials belong, _}’
L] - . n

are co-conspirators in the conspiracy against prisoners to deny us our '( ,

Constitutional and human rights? :
The pleadings of the case prove that Sostre v. M cGinms was the result fe

of a six-year spiritual, physical and legal struggle led by three determined

prisoners. The struggle commenced in Clinton Prison during 1958 when C(_)
we first sued in Plattsburgh Supreme Court via writ of mandamus seeking v»c
the exercise of religious freedom.® :e

The spiritual and physical aspect of the struggle involved years of t
torture in solitary confinement, beatings, tear gassings while locked in Y]

cages, bread and water diets, and many other barbarities inflicted by the -
State to break our spirit, health and resoluteness, and coerce other prisoners =
from joining our ranks. But far from breaking our spirit in the solitary S('
confinement dungeons of Clinton and Attica Prisons, these dungeons be-
came the ‘“foco” of rebellion which spread to every prison in the State and
involved hundreds of prisoners. The story of the spread of the struggle,
how the problem became so serious that the State Attorney General was
forced to set up a special bureau to handle the scores of Muslim complaints
flooding the courts, and how the Muslim struggle evolved into the revolu-
tionary struggle which led to the Attica Rebellion, is detailed in my forth-
coming book.
* It took six years of suffering and litigation to get the Sostre v. Mc-
.: ,1‘ Ginms ruling in 1964. I personally spent five years in solitary confine-
< ment struggling, and had my sentence not expired in September 1964
‘% while in Attica solitary confinement, I probably would have spent many
_ more years under torture. The 1964 ruling of the 2d Circuit Court (Sostre
 ¥. McGinnis)" remanded the case to State Court where it was stalled pPa
- through Bryant v. Wilkins® SaMarion v. M cGinms,” to demand No. 7 of PC
the Attica Rebellion to “allow true religious freedom”—seven more years! pPr
Thus the struggle to exercise a First Amendment “preferred” right took m
from 1958 ti.ll 1971, thirteen years of torture, suffering and death at the n
hands of racist outlaw savages who recognize no law except that of force, Ty
10lence and murder. | te
:g;; g’;;"&ﬁ“ﬁ&“;‘ v. LaVallee, 293 F.2d 233 (2d Cir., 1961). o
B 28 NY.S244ED 1068, | ¢ gt 0
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| Dcmands Nos. 8, 9, 17 ang 5¢

ATy censorship of liter

anish-speakine off
and Spani h-sp '1kmb officers, and the en( of

litary confinement were a]ready ordered by th

ins . , 34
(-(Onstll”CC Baker Motley, J.) sixteen months earl;

i T 1n Sostre v. Rocke-
ft’”‘:r' |

The depraved savagery of your outlaw Prison offici

i:oiconspiraturs 1s reflected ir-l .the rest of the reform
we have 1O demand “rehabilitation” from those whose
is the rehabilitation of p-rlsoners, and food and medical
necessities of lite recognized by all civilized be
type of ndividuals imto whose
have thrown us.

Our claim that your prison officials are the rea] outalws and we prison-
ers the victims, 1s supported by the holding of the U S District Court in
Sostre v. Rockcfeller, supra, where the Court stated at page 863 that:

primary function
treatment—basic

Mgs—makes manifest the
care the “People of the State of New York”

[t is not the function of our prison system to make prisoners con-
form i their political thought and belief to ideas acceptable to their
jailers. On the other hand, one function is to try to rehabilitate the
lawbreaker by convincing him of the validity of our legal svstem. There
is little chance that such an objective will be achieved if prisoners are
entrusted to those who likewise break the law by denying prisoners
their basic constitutional rights. This Court holds that Sostre’s con-
finement to punitive segregation for the letters he wrote and for refusal
to answer questions about a political organization, and his subsequent
punishment for mere possession of political literature, were unreason-
- able punishments and violated his First Amendment right to freedom

- Oof political expression.

~The Attica Rebellion was the result of recognition, after decades. ”
exhaustion of all peaceful means of obtair'ling redress, off th; 1(1)11:

Sibility of obtaining justice within the “legal” frame.work .O-uzticegz
SSive racisy society which was founded on the most hemm;: :fua e

'_, _I'Obbery, s]iavery, Th : gllﬁ““ rebcllxonswefe th¢ IS ies of civil
the sanie conclu ¢ appressed masses after centur

! the samie conclusion by the opy ol in-
TR , nlglus’m@ .4 g am® T} YYOW'n SChOO] ol
strug irt "*'!”_".,& 1oL 40 ol AddR arou

jimplementation

X i
» 1

=, SLUL
-

AIERER AP N BTSN R e tide of revolutionary
amielation. 1 Re CIEMIE R0 B g
g Rl Deniiasgl M SR S

Strugyle and court litiga




THE NEW PRISONER 253

guerrilla struggle throughout the world is likewise due to the failure of all
other means to redress injustices heaped on the oppressed.

Attica defrocked the vicious outlaw murderers who were passing
themselves off as lawful authorities. It is now a historical fact that the
upholders of “‘law and order"” are the mass murderers of 43 persons in the
Attica Massacre. These are the murderers and torturers who are in charge

of New York State and its prison camps.
The reality of what must be done has been made manifest through

the process of elimination of “legal” remedies. No longer shall we waste
time and suffer prolonged needless punishment and injustices litigating
civil rights cases in your oppressive courts as we did in the 1950’s and
60's. Gone forever is our naiveté of the 1960’s which deceived us into re-
garding as nulitant the “we want” programs we followed, which in reality
were the product of 400 years of slave mentality, in which the foolish slaves
begged their master to grant them freedom, justice, equality, fertile land,
etc. We've been saying “we want” this and “we want” that for 400 years,
but the truth of the matter 1s that those who have been robbed of their free-
dom and heritage obtain justice only by using all means necessary in the
struggle against their oppressor.

Little did you imagine that the very dungeons used to torture us, where
you forced us to sleep naked on the cold concrete floor with windows
opened to give us pneumonia, on bread and water diet, and with a five-
gailon paint bucket for a toilet, would become the crucibles from which
evolved the new hardened prisoner and the Vanguard revolutionarv
ideology which has now spread throughout New York State prison and
into the ghettos.

The Vanguard revolutionary ideology formulated by the survivors of
your torture dungeons is reflected in the following program:

PROGRAM OF BLACK
VANGUARD FOR LIBERATION
WHY WE FIGHT, OUR
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

.1: Since our heritage of 350 years of Black slave labor was stolen
and invested in the development of this continent of North America

byour pressors, our aim is to recover this stolen heritage by lib-
erating, through revolutionary armed struggle and all means necessary,

leveloped land from our oppressor’s control. We shall
’k independent nation on this liberated territory which
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on.
4. Since our struggle for liberation in America is a

revol.utlon;?ry st-rugg.le for liberation against the common U.S. enemy
and 1ts allles:, we will use the same means employed by all oppressed
peoples to liberate ourselves: guerrilla warfare, first and foremost.

5. As a first step towards nationhood, we must obtain revolutionary
bases from which to operate. We must seize areas in urban and rural
Black communities from the control of the oppressor. I'rom these lib-
erated and expanding areas we will wage our war of liberation.

6. Our independent Black nation will he a Socialist nation based on
the principle that people, and not property. are the most precious of all
possessions. Having freed ourselves from 400 vears of genocidal white
racist capitalism, we are not about to imitate our white oppressors by
establishing a Black capitalist nation.

part ot the world

.._....-O...._-.

Does the Vanguard program differ from the “we want” programs like
day does from night? Don’t you wish we had remained mentally dead
and in the “we want” trick bag while believing all the while we had the
keY" to the problem of our oppression? It's too late now, for once mental
thains are bhroken there is no-return to the status quo ante. .

We, the new politically aware prisoner, will soon galvanize the revolu-
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