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Labor Donated '' Although to some the struggle of a Black high school 
drop-out acting as his own attorney against the massive 
coercive power of this State may seem like a futile 
struggle. there is no doubt in my mind of the ultimate 
defeat of my oppressors. I am like the brave and re­
sol~te people in Vietnam who are also struggling 
against the common oppressor. As a matter of fact 
I consider myself a Black Viet Cong. Black Power1•• • 

- Martin Sostre 



"I was born and raised in Harlea and I know the ae 
the streets, the orators of 126th and ?th in frontt~r1:h~t 
Mrican Memorial Bookshop (upon which my bookshop in Buffalo 
was patterned) and those or 116th and ?th1 the picketing 
agitation, uprisings and gang tights. I am a high school' 
drop..out having completed two years or high school - Text11 
High Sohool on 18th Street in New York City. 

"Like Brother Maleolm X, I tried to educate myself in prison, 
I beoame a Musli• in Attiea Prison because its Blaok Nation­
alist tenets appealed to mes it was similar to the Blaok 
Nationalism I had picked up in Harlem as a kid listening to 
the speakers in front ot the Black Bookshop on 125th Street 
and reading about Marcus Garvey. However, when I got out ot 
prison and saw that the Muslim movement was not the revolu­
tionary Black Nat1ona1iaa that our youth was following and 
th.at the Muslim movement was ■o alienated tro■ the Blaok 
aaaaee, I gan it up. 

"While in Att1o& Prison, I beoa■e a at\ldent ot la• - oonst1-
tut1onal international and Bew York State La•." (Martin tail• 
to menti~n here any o'f the :tru.it• ot hi• study ot la• bat• 
particularly 1■porta::t:: ~;o:::nd.:Jf:e!i~ :!!: !:. ~=gal 
still a prisoner n • t ru11•• allowing Muell• 
atrugg1e wh1oh resu1 ted 1n a oour a-o ) 

religious sern.oes inside the pr1aon. Ed. 

Geraldine Robinson and her f ive children are the 
oth r six victims in the vicious frame-up which is described 
1n th present pamphlet. The Martin Sostre Defense Committee 
1 co pletely devoted to Geraldine's struggl and we are 
d t rm1ned to continue the battle until both Martin and 

ldi ne are free. 



~Djlon Sunday Q;tobt 
New England's ~ L ~ argest Newspa per 

UNDA Y, SEPTEMBER 8, 1968 

Sostre • 1n Solitary 
HI• frl•••• •wear •at black radical 
Martin So•tre has been framed by 
a.Halo ........ ti•• a• part of Ame"' 
lea'• col .. lall•t ••ppre••••• of black 
revolwtlo■• 

Buffolo ponu mug ,ho,.. of Sotm 

u NTIL July 14, 1967, Martln Soolff• 
Buffalo, New York wu the proud and• 
flant owner of the local Afro-Allan look 
Store. 

Before that. he had *o a Blad 
Muslim-a reUgious•pc.>btJcaJ conv~rt wbde 
serving 12 yea.• in Attica. New Y«k tfal• 

prison 
Yean before that, be bad been • JOU 

ful peddler or naroodco and bad ,o,m,d 
prison while in bl• twentiet 

Story by William Worthy Today Martin Soottt, as< 44 
.. .., er-

Haven State Prlton near Pouahkeeplllt 

This 4-page magazine feature in the Boston Globe's Sunday supplement 
was the only mass-media article to appear on Sostre. 

Reprints available from the 

Martin Sostre Defense Committee 
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DEDICATION 

. . d 1 honored and most proud 
The Philosophical Society i:. e:;s~re revolutionary Black 

cate its Journal of 1968 to M~r ~n f r;cist frame-up in 
list liberation fighter and victim o a 
, New York. 

. h'loso her of the official 
Although not a "profess~onal. ~.is M~rtin Sostre is a phi­

" i. e •, the American Universi ieI' f t he is a phi lo so-
' f the word. n ac • r in the truest sense o vital significance -- as 

the only sense that has ever had any 
sional revolutionary. 

Like Socrates of Athens, who taught the youth to inquire 
"how and why of things' n Sostre showed the Black" you th. of th: 
hetto how to question and analyze the world and tell it lik 

Unlike Socrates however, Martin cast his lot, not with 
aristocrats of the slaveowning class, but with the oppres­
people of America and the poor of the world. He has fol-

d in the footsteps of Malcolm X and stands beside Robert F. Wil-
nd other Black militants struggling for the complete emanci­

all modern-day slaves and serfs. 

And, at this very moment, while the academicians, hermeti-
1 din the sterile and lifeless chambers where they pursue 
ctionary studies, snicker to themselves at the idea of ele-

ting rtin Sostre above Socrates, the oppressed all over the world 
r rising up in a total affirmation of the position which Martin 
o r nd other revolutionary thinkers of this era espouse. Let 

nicker! It is the oppressed and those who have cast their lot 
th th oppressed -- not the privileged and those hired apologist 
o willingly defend the privileged -- who shall move history for-
rd and be honored by the future generations of man. 

-

Editorial Staff 
Philosophical Society 

? 
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$1,000 Is Raised to Aid Negro 

~~~~~e•'.,,,!,a~led p{~~l~,?iH29 Bail 
lilt•,· \\ h1ch has already raised 

<;\ ,·r 1000 has been formed to 
1d . larlln So. tn•. militant Negro 

1 dl'r \\ ho has bt•gun his seventh 
onth in Jail. 
• o trl'. 111 Jail because he could\ 

ot ra1 e 25.000 bail . was arrest-
t-d la t June on what he called 
•· , pho11y narcotics and assault 
t h rgl'" 

\\ hen ht• \\ as arrested. he told 
n•porter . ·. ly real 'crime' in the 
t ) of Buffalo's racist rulers is 
that I made my Afro· Asianj 
Hook torr an information center 

nd an II p1.rat1on to the ghetto's 
r b<-lhou ) outh." 

:w. 111,-; 

1Felicetta Tells HCUA 
Extreme Left Groups 

Led Sostre Protest 
Buffalo E1:tnit1g .\11:u:.s BiirtaH 

WASHINGTON, June 21-An extreme lefttsl 
played a prominent role in the campaign to arou 
port for a black nationalist agitator who wa~ bein 
in Buffalo as a narcotics seller, Buffalo Police Com 

' sioner Frank N. Felicetta told the House Comm11t 
1 Un-American Activities Thursday. 

I ,aflets Say Sostre 
\ icti111 of Fra111e-U11 

1 Commissioner Felicetta testi- \ 
fied that the arrest and trial of 
Martin Sostre last year wa, fol­
lowed by daily picketing of the 
courtroom and jail and by dis­
tribution of leaflets in his be­
half by persons connected with 
the Buffalo Youth Against War 

Grand Jur · 
• 

Will Get 
Riot Case & Fascism (YA WF). 

:) ud ge Denies Sostre Motion 
; For Trial in Another Court 

BULLETIN 
. Sostre sen;enced 

Marnn · d ro 
. 31-41 years. Hurne 
o . within 11oc1r of sen­
A.tu~a . tt Clarence Ma­
tenc1ng. A :Y · d for appc,:il 
loney ,eta1ife Mr. Sostre' s 
and case M _ Gerald­
co-defendant ~~tin Sosrre 
ine Robinson. . ~ p 0. 

committee, · 
Defen3s8e? Ellico:t Station, N. 
Bo"K .;- ~ _ Funds needed 
Y., 1LO-J Story next 
immediately. 
week. 

Police to lii1 
City Court 

66 h I went to hie · time in 19 wen I first met Martin some t· . the Philosophi-
. Both of us were ac ive in 

with a_fr~en~h Against War and Fascism on campus. At this 
nd in ou d t· g a seminar at the cam-

Philosophical Society,wa~h~o: :~di:e wanted to purchase 
philosophy of_Peop~~ st i:artin's bookshop was the only 
related to this su Je~ ~ooks on this and other "contro-

n town where you could ~~t n by other than hostile commenta-
l" ubjects that were wri e . d 

ft r visiting the store on many subsequent occasio~s -- an 
rtin came to understand that we ourselves were ~eriousl~ in­

in the struggle, especially in street demon~trations against 
in Vietnam and in support of Black liberation -- we became 

nds with Martin. 

He always enjoyed discussing current events, the i~tern -
on ituation, Black and Asian history, literature and political 
iloaophy. We thought highly of Sostre as an intellectual and it 

c r that he was also an activist of unusual alertness and po­
c 1 p rception, Martin's favorite subject was the bookshop nd 
...!!:2 Fr edom Fighter, a mimeographed ghetto community newspaper 

c would uncompromisingly "tell it like it is, 11 that he had con­
of nd was about to bring into existence. The store, though 

o c ly a burden, was gradually becoming known to the more op­
sed Bl ck youth of the community. They were often in the stor , 

to M rtin or reading a book or just browsing. Martin cared 
ch bout the youth. He wanted to provide them with a per p e­

nd a program, to teach them to think, learn, inquire into d 
everything. 

11 



However, teachin 
n popular amon g the young to think f 
lo' s Martin so!t those who want to keep t~~ themselves ha 

re was not to escape th ings the same -­
e wrath of th ose 

-lh t you a b nee . re a out to read thro 
7s the story of a Black . . ugh the media of hi 

r soo~~st the ex~reme brutali ~;1~:~c~~n;~!soner' ~ insp:r~:r-
. the entire racist bi b . g machinations or 

y h. grega ted northern indust;ial g- . ~siness ruling clique of 
c inq of which so little is tol~l. / • It is a story of the r 

o of American society but h" h y the official and unoff1 cr 
rh th w 1.c -- more d • ps e most ruthless and subtle d . an more -- stande 

h 5 ory of betrayal -- of the c nica evice of the oppressor, 
iddl -class white liberals d y l and opportunist sell-

s Sostre calls them It . athn pseudo-radicals and by "lo 
• is e story f ·t 

~l c ~ual persecution by reactionary o of;~c~:~:u:t and pol • 
in ti.on of controversial b k ho, feari 

o h r hings, the emancipation o~f s t:nd pamphlets that discusse 
' a p rcssed the answer to poisonous ;ap~or a~d ~ppressed of t 

iness -con trolled mass media with KKK ~~yallefictli~ns sptewed by 
c t ct· I , po ice s ate and 
lf which l.~~.. n essence, then,. this i~ the story of state po r 

in the hands of racist, white politicians and their 
n ss bosses -- means "pig-cop" brutality, frame-ups, legal 

gs , . kangaroo-style court prosecutions, judicial intimidati:. 
v n mind-destroying drugs to the long oppressed Black masse , 

Y subsequent involvement as chairman of Martin's De fens 
has given me a priceless education about the system of 

repression which exists in the U. S. In particular, it h 
y eyes more fully to the racist judicial system which I h 
b nothing more than the machinery of state repression con­
completely by the ruling interests and used to get rid of 

who oppose their lecherous greed and thievery. I urge all 
who still harbor some naive faith in the goodness of America's 

s, cops , mass-media, liberal establishment, etc., to seriously 
udy he letters contained herein. The wraps of liberal bourgeois 

ocr cy, herein removed by an angry Black man who has suffered 
4
5 

y under this II free" society, cover a racist, militarist -- that 

i o say, fascist monstrosity. 

Of special interest is the discussion of the p~ychiatr~ 
haring. The brilliant exposure of the subjective, reactionary 
nature of American psychiatry as manifested by the psychiatriS

t
S thi 

who labeled Martin a "paranoid personality" is a bold answer by 
high school "drop-out" to those philistine skeptics who deny 

th
e 

capability of the oppressed to rule the social order themselves• 

The Martin Sostre Defense Cammi ttee wants to share 
th

e re • 
"th 11 artisans of the opp 

manifold object lessons of the case wi a P . t that the 
sed everywhere. The financial situation, howev~r, dicta/sbe ali· 
first printing of this edition of the Journal will ~ave o tained 
mited one. We hope that you will utilize ~he expe:ie~~e a~~ncomradeS· 
in Martin's words and that you will show it to frie~ S stre and 
in-arms who may benefit from the experiences of Martin ° 

a Co 
the very beginning. 

i 6 has been a touchstone c~~e ~;o~he white middle-class 
bove, the betrayal of Mar ::tabl:shment mis-leaders of 
seudo-radicals and by t~e- t Members of the Defense 

co punitY is extreme~Y signifi~~:f~onted by the unofficial 
ve from time to time'. been lf tyled nradicals" who 

' · the guise of se -s t · arY or th oppressor in ff ts to give revol u ion 
. d from our e or o h to d1.ssua e us t th cynical rumor-mongers 

pport to Martin- ~e_have m:rve ;he oppressor who vicious-
o e ger to unofficially s whites who seek to better 

down the Black people and poor f the world by the 
r le lot -- who slaughters t~e poor o 
hen they dare defy his authority. 

has alw
ays been the uncondition_al defense of 

Our position t b even 

0 
woman or child being lynched by the racis_ mo -~ 

' b be the very same men who own and rule this coun ry'. 
v ;y man's right to a fair trial by his own people -- his 

nd xpose and condemn the racist mob. Further, ~e up~old 
right of the oppressed Black people to rebel ~gainst inhuman 

~ know that no one man can cause a rebellion -- as Mar-
in lly charged -- not even as brilliant and dy~amic a 

M rtin Sootre. In blaming individuals like Martin, the 
r cists re only seeking to cover their own crimes of looting 

ve of America's Black people. To the liberals, pseudo­
pa udo-socialists these elementary principles of human 
forever remain a book "with seven seals." 

On the other hand, to those who have contributed to the 
Fund and who have supported the many meetings, fund-raising 

, r t demonstrations, etc., and who continue their partisan 
for H rtin through the thick and thin of it all -- victory 

ours! It is our conviction that the oppressor can only be 
d if people are willing to pull together and sacrifice for 

no hr. This is the true meaning of solidarity -- and this is 
you h v~ so meaningfully shown. Let us continue to work to-

nd fight for the liberation of all the oppressed of the 

DEFEND BLACK LIBERATION WITH DEEDS! 

0 HORE FRAME-UPS! FREE MARTIN SOSTRE NOW! 

Gerald Gross, Chairman 

Martin Sostre Defense Committee 
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1 
Again~ Oppression 

~ ~rugp; e 

March 1, 1968 

r J rr1 , 20~ and am glad that I 
Received yours dated Febru~ry ts of "Mad Dog" Marshall to 

d -- despite the strenuous ef or . tric covers off the goons 
- - in pulling the legal andtpsyc:~: exposing the methods em-

·1· t . st power struc ure ( . r ciat- au. i ari . ntimidate and eliminate via 
by them to frame-up, coer~e, ~ ) th who oppose their fas-

neane asylum and assassination ose 

cies . 

Us actl.
·v1·sts who are fortunate enough to 

It is the duty of 1 t le 
din combat with the fascists, not only to vigorous ~-s r~:g 
them with every weapon at our disposal, but to drama ize e 

the issues, our tactics, and the viciousness, cruelty and 
ry nature of the oppressor. Only by personal exa~ple can we 
each, awaken and inspire the masses to action against fas-

ression. 

The inspiration, example and hope which the heroic str~g­
he people of Vietnam gives to millions of little people ~ike 

over the world best illustrates this point. Another heroic 
was that of the thousands of Black freedom fighters of Watts, 

roit, ewark , Buffalo, Rochester and other cities who, though un-
r d, !ought against the tanks unleashed against them by the fright-

d r lers after they defeated the combined forces of the city and 
police goons. The anti-war demonstration in Washington, D. C. 

f 11 and the demonstrators' defiance of the awesome display of 
rorc ployed by the frightened top dogs to fend off the angry mas-
a fro the very door of their lair was another inspiring and heroic 

r tiution of the struggle which awakened millions of people the 
orld ove: · ~n _ a smaller scale and local level -- but equally im-
rt t, inspiring and heroic -- are the thousands of small anti-war 

t ines in hund:eds of cities -- like the ones by our group here 
rral~ -- _who daily brave the assaults, jailings, abuse, coercion 

db nti1Udat1.on of the police goons, paid scabs, fascists and brain­
d fools. 

can~it~a~!lat!~f;:;::th:~~~~ :::m:~~~lt~o!~~~=ra:is;~~p;re 
agai~st oppression and militarism? I was fight· th 
outside. I am still f 11 . ing e op-

e a he bookshop I am r° . owing the same tactics• As in the 
o co rce and intimidat r~ using to allow these fascist goons 

1 1 
e me into giving up and 

ynching they have been st 1 · cooperating in the 
f ring of their tactic of s ~~ggt~ng to give me. The recent 
on is a case in point. u Jee ing me to psychiatric intimi-

Since the original 
50,000 bail, Felicetta•s and arrest was a frame-up, the fantastic 

Amico's lies to the Senate Internal 

15 ---·-----------



Su~com~ittee Hearing last August and the press the . 
nation, the interference with my m · 1 d , psychiatric ex-
. t ai , an the severi f 

in l.c ment originally placed against Gerald, d ng o the 
. t . ...ne an me' et c • a , 

n ce~si Y, defensive acts (contrived to protect the or· . re, o. 
r sting on a rotten foundation. It is easy to see thigi~al fra -. 
th ir defensive acts became untenable at the sligh~ t erhe ore, why 
th t th es c allenge· 

grea er e challenge, the more hasty and ill-contrived d f ' 
s. m~st the frightened oppressor put up to shore up his crum~l~!; 

o tion and protect the original frame-up from exposure· but -
d f . , sine 

v ry e ense he puts up is based on the rotten foundation, each d _ 
f nse makes him more vulnerable than before and hastens his eventua 
xposure and defeat. 

The U . S. faces a parallel dilemma in Vietnam. It is 
ng defeated by midget Vietnam because its very reason for being 
Vietnam in the first place is unjustifiable. Therefore, regard­

of what the U. S. does in Vietnam, it cannot defend its presence 
ither militarily or politically -- as events are proving . 

ch new shipment of U. S, troops to Vietnam provides a new targe or 
th V. C. to ambush; every U. S. base or stronghold is convertible 
nto a trap like Khe Sanh; every lie told to the American people·· 

ch as our winning the war, and the bogus attack on U. S, warships 
n Tonkin Gulf -- is exposed. Only by challenging and opposing i e r 
ie n acts in the streets, courtroom and battlefield will we e-

fe t the fascist oppressors. 

Martin 

,epo,t t,om 

to mg 

tevolutiona,g 

----

jail 

l,iend1 



Revolut1onllrY Frien<!,! 
0 J 11 to Mf 

1 and finan-
ou for your mora and I --

1rst let me thank 1 Geraldine Robinson --per is 
th ut wh1oh we -- neJDY Since_. 

port w1 othis rre.me-up by theed i will dispense 
o urvi paoe 1s therefore 11m1tewh1ch you are al­

ee an d tails of the rrame-up or the e 
111ar with. 

19 



20 

BUt the pace, 
word because I was. e sudden upturn 

1n spreading ;~es1ow. In compa.risoghn,J!~1 14th (the day 
teadY, was ve June 1, 1967 throu e revious six 

1 the period:) equaled or betteredrth this phenomenon. 

h 
staPo attac I mow the reason or 

od I believe J 
0 

th peri • i the month of une 

It just ~~ehB-Jron:~u!:~ t~u~n 11urf:i~r:!st:~e~;~g 
prevailed ina1readJ i,een several minor arrested persons 

volt. ere :foh neighborhood cro~ds ~~~t up which finallYd 
po110e h!nds or the police. Tens onlice supplied the neede 
of the t the end of June when the l~ts of the revolt, when 

pl d u ual During the three n d wh1 te owned --
r -- 1n ~ area -- both Black an thereby providing a 

t de ~~~, I stayed ope~~~!iinii!~~i~ina tely sprayei in 
(from the tear gas passers-by and free om 

tr ts by the polio~} fo~er~d the cops outside didn' ~t 
r The shop staye pao e could do I had the rig 

1t 'wt there was nothing t~ ~ to Neediess to mention, I 
• open -- s long as I wan e ~lice brutality going on 

p~l1t1 1 hB-Y 1n denouncinth;h:t~re. Then, after a rousing 
1de to the large crowd:h;~f and pick up an appropriate book 
o • I would go to t~e F Williams• Neroes With Guns or Pre-

r phlet, like Rober • hle by Malcol'ii'1cor 
- D Bl ok Nationalism or a ~~~rator Ma!zine, etc. and 

show them a Poto or a draw­
ing or read an appropriate 
passage. With interest stim­
ulated I would make several 
sales and create several ne 
freedom fighters. Now even 
previous to the revolt, I 
have always agitated, discus­
sed and debated the current 
political issues in the same 
manner. But during the revolt 
(and for the next to eeks 
when the images or the many 
brutal acts were still fresh 
in people's minds) I had 
something concrete th.at was 
currently happening right out­
side for everyone to see -­
namely, the invasion of th 
Black community by droves of 
white armed police who were 
1ndisor1m.1nately shooting tear 
gas and bullets, beating up 

rre ting Black men, women and children and oommi tting other 
d P v1t1ea, ill that was missing were the cattle prods. No one 

o ld rgue against these concrete facts t 

r 
The two weeks following the revo1 t ( until I was 

d on July 14th) were the best I ever had -- politically, 

21 



V Spit th 
o ic ' broke oute fact that the o 1 :ny wind firemen i 

ns1de the B ows and Played tw nhco1. 
hi ch occurred 1 ookshop under th o igh 

l 
n the ta e pretext of 

op • Al though 1 vern next d 
n J rr G suffered ext oor -- and 

n w y an~o~!e~eblpekd restock e~;i ;~e wlater da 
r oo s ma a . ves by d • 

gency enclosure ' g zines and pa o 
the other thre! ~~vering the front ~ihle . 

1 nd the other two c~~:! in the same bui~1 

1 rost:~;c~ur~;e~y v:~: :~~e~~i e:~a~~e t~~ i~:h;~; 
1-~f ~hought-provoking articr:~d: in Red China, 

nam War articles and h t n photos of t 
h U.S. • etc . Immediatel p o os of the atroc1t 

d and discuss the articl Y passers-by began t 
co into the store to bu es' cartoons and photo . 

rticles. What I had don! ~~oks and magazines a'. 
ild1ng on the southwe t s to convert the en 

o a huge communi t s corner of Woodlawn 
n w articles and Y bulletin board and each day 

mphlets on the bo~~~t~~ ~~~P f~~~l~~w~~~~;::t 
for the cops raided the bookshop several pe~

1 
e ' 

ne spaper and magazine clippings which they the . 
selected, According to my recollections one wa~ 

r th of the Watts "riot", one on Estevani~o, a Black 
ho e plored the southwest United States with the Span­
nother on Stokely Carmichael and several others the 

cs of -1hich I can 't recall. This -- to me -- was ta 1 
of h approval of the bulletin board by the communL ·, 

The cops , however, did not like it one bit and th 1 
glares at me and at the groups of people who were read1 
11 tin board left no doubt that they considered this 
t1on of the Chinese Red Guard wall posters a threat to 
1 ves and their bosses. I noticed also during this period 

sy lull following the revolt (June J0th to July 14th) 
h t, 1 n addition to the increased number of police cars pa.··ro • 

ling th area (with their windshields, back and side window 
taped to prevent their shattering when struck by bricks and 
bottles), more cars appeared carrying police brass and white 
c1 villa.n high officials and these would slow down upon appr 
1ng the area of the Bookshop and all their attention would 
focus on the Bookshop and the entire length of the bulletin 
board, It became evident that our activity had come to the 
attention of the high officials. One morning when I came to 
open the store I noticed that some of the posters had been 1 
ripped off and that unsuccessful attempts had been made tor~ ) 
the others off ( they were too tightly glued to be ripped 

O 

• 

A taxi driver who works on the night shift came to the shOio 
hour after I opened to inform me that he had observed t~e 2 or) 
cops ripping the posters down after I closed the shop a l!iC 
A.M. I immediately put up more articles and photos to r~~ th 
the ones ripped off or damaged. I used more glue to pas 

22 

off A sort of 

1t harder t~ ~;Pduri;g the five 

battle developed 
days preceeding the 
the dope charge, 

n he cops a~ Geraldine and me on 
rraming 0 t which no doubt, reached the 

Another significan~ ~~~ther al~rmed them was word of 
of the high official(A;~) a mimeographed newspaper which 

r o freedom Fip;hter ~ ' Two weeks before the revolt 
:.---Ytspre:J>ublicat~ont:t~~~•m1meo machine for $100, I had 

p rchased a ~sed ::sary personnel (writers' r~porte:s, 
11ned up t e need to work on a volunteer basis until 

5 
__ who all agree tin __ all I still needed was a 

per became self-su~por fo~ the fire the AFF would have 
oo 1st). Had it not a~~~st Before the fir"eand just 

1n print before l~Y I was p~oudlY displaying the machine 
1ous to t~~ ~~:o shop) to many people and informing th~m 

1c I had i to be a genuine grass-roots communl. ty 
he ~ w~s t~~Yn~un and published by the mill tant youth of 
per comp e b "little" people; that unlike any other 

co :C~ t~o;;uni t;s newspaper, the gf was going to "~ell it 
1

1
~1

16
,, and expose and denounce all those Black tra.1 tors 

selling out the Black community for the patronage 
0 ~ which the ruling white oppressors dole out to them. I 

1ss no opportunity to let the people know ( in the above 
g ) what the policy of the fil_ was to be. The overwhelming 

jor1 y of the people to whom I talked were glad that such a 
--··-·-"per was to be published. Many stated that this type of 
nc,u)LIQper was long overdue in Buffa.lo. 

As for the so-called Negro leaders in Buffalo, the 
of June and its aftermath showed them up for what they 

llY are I a group of parasitic opportunists who command 
her a following, respect nor prestige in the Black community 
re merely traitors, handpicked by the white ruling oppres­
who appointed them "leaders" for the sole purpose of having 

injustices and depravations daily heaped upon the Black 
unity , legitimized by their sanction and approval. During 

and July these "leaders" -- preachers and poll ticians --
n round the neighborhood like chickens with their heads cut 

of , pleading with the youths, begging, promising, but to no 
11, The youth would not listen to them. Every time they 

o ned their mouths, they put their feet in. They promised the 
th jobs, but the youth answered them, "Who the hell said we 

fighting for jobs? You miss the whole point, man! We can 
s get one of those hot and dirty, low-paying jobs. We don• t 
jobs , we want justice!" 

The fact is that none of the established Black pol 
il groups, religious leaders or other organizations comma~d 

mi egiance of the youth who comprise the largest and most 
n"'~t segment of the Black community. If this is true then 

0 0
- co~e~t~~n should be: What must a Black revolutionary 

e e 
1 

hn e allegiance of the mill tant Black youth? I 
ave the answer. 
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o Y r 
pl ed b owner of the 

l r - u f Y two ma1 Afro-As1a 1c1 nt and 2) n problems, 1) n Boo. 
o t r for how to how t 

1 hou t the Afro-America convert the a~ 
xper1ence n Youth I 

Bu
oney • friends• (Ipol1tica1 co~eowat1a 
ffalo ha was a st c 

r 1 • ving made 1 t ranger i 
1964) ed from Attica Pri my home whe 

• or sponsors I ha son in Octo 
r, through the ti d to play 1 

of trial and error me-consuming proc 
different types of i~t the blending 0, 

nd blues and jaz erature with 
1ng and 11 thogra;h!ec1rds, African 
rings, etc Wh • frican type 
shop 1 t wa~ 80~~1; !1~t opened the •· 
but paperbacks on Ne okshop with nc• 
history• culture and g~~l~~!c!frAilcatnh 

o of the bo k • o 
1 t wr1 ters, s~m: ~;r:e_~/ltack nat1 •• 
by tradition.al Ne s s and ot 
not sell I th gro wr1 ters, t hey did 

, en sought to di i 
ager stock b d vers fy 

1 
Y a ding a few novel 

ncluded the works of Richard r i ' 
nd L Roi Jone.,, These books sol d better t~n' 

poll tics• but not at the volume requir 
lf- upporting, Luckily, I was working at Be 

ble to Y the rent, light and phone bills ou 

bout for 
cting oustom­
dorn walls 

of African 
layed a few 
ttracted a 

ually also 
or gazine when 
their atten­

ereafter, I 
rr10an woodcarv-

I put them in 
he began attract­
passers-by who would 
sk what the carvings 

nted, who de them, where 
oome from, how much did 

c ost? It was surprising that 
h ad n eTer see n Afri can car v-

ings before . While the many i n-
quiries did not r esu1 t i n t he 
s a 1 e ot' many carvi ng•, book saies d id i ncrease. 

The Bookshop was sti11 n ot s e l ~-suffio1ent , bUt f r 

24 

above-said stock and the addi­
r of exPerimentati~~t~;:h the store at 1east began to pay 
of r:JJ.nY differe: d hone' bills• I still had to use my 

rent, 11ght n P bu stock each week and put in 
iehC steel -pay che~k wf~hou~ pay __ but at 1east the goal 

hours at the s~~~f-sufficient and self-supporting was in 
1ng the st~r~hat if keeping the store open onlY eight be 

t. I reasone a result, would not the final goal 
r dailY achie;~~ ~~;~ if I quit the steel Plant and put in 

ch1 ed in half d at the shop? To be sure' quitting a $135 
5 or 16 hOurs a a~ on a store which wasn't paying for itself 

lob to d~~:~ness Several days 1ater, while still unde­
r~ ~~s!:;..t step t~ take, the prob1em was reso1ved for me 

thing 1 saw in the street. 
o- Whi l e walking down Jefferson Avenue, I passed a 

f ouths standing in front of one of the local record 

0 ~is~ening to the loudspeaker (all record shops in the 
0 

unity have 1oudspeakers outside) blaring out a popular 
0 commber The idea struck me as I watched them stomping 

•~/';:et ~1th the beat and enjoying the music. This was it I 
not add a record department to the Bookshop? Sell jazz 
rhy thm and blues records and place a loudspeaker outside. 

1
c i s the best form of advertisement in the Black community; 
ttracts attention because everyone loves music -- especial­
ouths. The following pay day I went to a pawnshop and pur­

d a used record player, bought a ten inch television 

0 

s aker at a TV repair shop and set up my own music system 
pl cing the loudspeaker outside the shop and wiring it to 
record player. The next day 1 went to the local record dis-

1 tor on Ma.in Street and purchased $50 worth of the latest 
cords , So with an investment of about ~~70 I was in the record 

1n ss . 
The reacti on was instantaneous. As soon as I played 

first record, heads turned toward the shop, Even pedestri­
cross the street would turn to look, People started 

ng in the store to purchase records. Some would browse and 
ga.zine or book or carvin g . A lot of youths, including 

gers, started hangi ng out in the shop. Some requested 
t 1 play certain records which I did. In conversation, I 
ld explain to them the t enets of Black nati onalism, socialism 

Afr American history. I would illustrate my points by 
.. owing them photos and cartoons from books and magazines on 

~helves, I taught continually -- giving out pamphlets free 
0 !hose who had no money. I let them sit and read for hours 

e store, Some would come back every day and read the same 
0 • u~t11 they finished it. This was the opportunity I had 
l i t ~catbout -- to be able to help my people by increasing the 

Bethl hawareness of the youth, A month later, I quit my job 
e em, 

0 
e th Being forced now by my decision to quit the Plant, 

e store not only self-supporting but also support me, 
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• rage of fift 
l to wrin een hours a d 

u lly, the d~ci~~m the shop a~~~/ev6en dan 
y cut. I didn't on to quit the Oav 
no ledge and mind that, The plant cos 

vi the 11 t pol1 ti cal ideas wh important 
True I erature in the B ich could 

, was alwa ooksho 
o a bill t ys pinched for P and t 

overdue ~i~lp~~;~s~~r or them~~~~l~n1 . 
v s ere never full e rent money or v 

n. Slowly but surel y stocked, but I d1.d 
ecca for poll tica11;' t~e Afro-Asian Boo 
from Rochester' Syrac~~e i vated local you 
in 11 terature which ' Lackawanna., Er\ was unobtainable 1.n 

lthough the effect of the indigenous sou1-atmos 
1 sted 1tself in May 1967, circumstances prevent 
king advantage of it, I put a deposit on the m1«0 

eo nitY newspaper) in May, making additionlll P9 
during May and June , which placed me under cons I er· 

neial. strain, When I had just finished payins for 
n • s hOSirlS caused me extensive water a,,mage, Tw

0 

tr I was framed by the police. 
Of the thOusands of tines ,<hich at on• time or 

1 

noth r passed on to and off of my shel. ,res• one or•~~~:~ I 
th fro youth more than al.l. the rest -- Mal.col.m · 

hi autobiographY, hiS speeches, the pamphl.ets •~:i 
ticl.eS about him, hiS L,P, records, hiS ,<as 

th
e :~ th•t 

which made them respond, His books would se1l so f s ,rords 
bS,d a bS,rd time keeping my shel.ves stocked wi

th 
hilinl! ro~ 

His books -- part1cu1.arl.Y hiS pamphl.ets ,rhich, hs~f ever1on• •• 
onl.Y 25¢ or 35¢ were within the fit1"ncial. reac 1 to revo1utl 
functioned, therefore, as introductory manua}s nus from or 
ary thought, th• onl.Y phil.OSOPhY which wil.l. r•• 

oppressors. 

They would 11sten to 
Brother Malcolm because he was one 
of them, he talked their language -­
the 1angUage of the ghetto street 
where the Black youth are freely 
able to express themselves -- re11eve 
their frustrations -- tell it like 
1t 1s -- without biting their 
tongUes. All these qualities, the 
Black youth are 1n tune with. After 
reading and absorbing Malcolm's pam­
phlets, they then became receptive 
to the writing of other political 
thinkers like Bob Williams, Nkrumah, 
Mao and others, because they were 
then able to relate these wr1tinss 
to what Malcolm had said and could 
therefore easilY perceive that their 
strugg1e for freedom 11es sque.re1Y 
within the rre.mework of the world 
liberation struggle. 

The sum of the above is 
this• In order to command the a11e­
g1anoe of the Afro-American youth, 
m111tant Black leaders must organize, 
in their totality, all of the indig­
enous ouiture.l forces that nave 
meaning for and give substance to 
the outlook of the Afro youth. 
Through sheer necessity and trial 
and error, I gained enough experience 
in my two years of developing the 
Afro-Asian Bookshop to be able to 
establish a bookshop similar to mine 
tor about $600 and make it pe.y for 
itself. Now I mow how, bUt gaining 
the knowledge took the better pe.rt 
of two 7ears. 

My onlJ regret is that 
after so many sacrifices and being 

~ so close to reaching my goal, 1 was 
stopped by the police. Although my 
Defense Committee 1s working hard to 
raise the bail moneJ (I am being held 

2 

under $25,000 wh1ch requ1res $1 000 

SiOOOl , they ... y not be abre·i pl.US co].l.ateral. to cover the 
• know I shall succee o do so. Should I be freed on t !:~thing is in reJi~:.~e!~~i to organize the Bl.ack 

op at 767 Jefferson A ( ng my return• the Ee.st-
oo-detend•nt Miss venue being managed by my hel :r /h• Mro-Asi:.,, Book::l.!ine Robinson) where the rem-P­
or the publishing or the :~e m~ed, the Gestetner m1meo __!2 r.eedom Fighter, and a 
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0 o 1n of youths from the Booksh op, 

1 helpless sitting idle her i 
11 I could, in additi on to ~r n jail, for . 

c , t Bethlehem Steel. Since I si~~izing, ge 
rs Uni on, they would get me the 

1 
belong o 

o f my friends in the Defense Commr~bt a
nd 

ta e ee, 

hould I not be freed and should our ene ie 
cceed in putting me away for thirty ye 

1 nd so much if I knew that this report ha:rs, 
1 n ny degree toward a knowledge of how to 

Black youth of this country. The burden of a 
nc ould be lightened by the satisfaction of 

the mission set out for me, that of helping 
th msel ves from the oppressor, is being acco -

Thanking you, I am your Afro Freedom Fighter, 

Brother Martin 

County Jail 
lo, w York 

2, 967 

28 

J. l J JI.J'-
AP.., I 

J 
_j_ 
I 

,l /iJ/VL ..:. ( 1/"1 

,'\,~ i 
(!'--".,..,. I V ( -

I :- ; 

I 

/ 1 -'<' -h J"9-07 l- ✓--- --: • 

r-!,... .C'l- l /. ~i / ··. I ; I/ 
,,, 11 ,;,i,,o • ~ fl,:- cf~ 1~'1c--...," ~- c 
C} ~l Cll-- ~ ..._ './ 

"I greet you from prison and thank 
t· g me 

all of you who are supper in 
. my defense against the frame-up 
~~signed to destroy me and the_b~ok­
shop which some of you are familiar 
with which they, the power s~ructure, 
say is inflammatory and Marxist, etc, 

My position is that, although the 
literature may be objectionable to 
some, and I have had threats to . 
cease the sale of this type of lit­
erature I have the constitutional 
right t~ sell all literature whic~ 
promotes freedom of thought and dis­
closes facts which are hidden from us 
by the controlled news media. 

If this is a crime, then I must al­
ways be a criminal because as a book­
seller who believes in freedom of 
thought in this so-called democracy, 
I feel that it is my duty to always 
bring this literature, not only to 

( j 

.x. , . . 

,•-<T 

-/ 
I,-

,,( / -· 
t , , I 

Cc.; \ \ 

( I. 
I 

my own people who need it the most, but 
also to you students of the white commu­
nity and to all people who are seeking 

-Jl I knowledge and other opinions, other • -t~ /, : /, £ than those projected by the controlled , fu_;, v- d.A ... ~ 

·,. • .... () press." August 1, 1967 f<- "'- t - : 
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NEWSLETTER 

ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, Publisher - IN EXILE -

AN APPEAL: SUPPORT FRAME-UP VICTIMS 

Fascist forces in the U.S.A. are now endeavoring to create a 
national state of hysteria. Consequently, many Afro-American 
militants who refuse to sell out and who cannot be intimidated 
are being framed and imprisoned. A vicious campaign is being 
waged to destroy effective and potential ghetto leaders. Chief 
among these are: Max Stanford, Huey Newton, Rap Brown, 
Leroi Jones, Martin Sostre and Herman Ferguson. Many 
others are framed in Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, Newark, 
Detroit, Cleveland, in the South and on the West Coast. As 
a matter of collective security all anti-fascist forces and parti­
sans of justice must stir themselves and give financial and 
active support to these victims of fascist kangaroolsm and 
tyranny. Oppose the court mob with massive resistance! 

After Rob w1111ams' h1 tch 1n t 
u.s. Marines, he organized the 
first armed self-defense guard 
of modern times in Monroe, N,C, 
He fought in and out of the 
courts for the right of Afro­
Amerioans to be free. 

Hounded from his 01f?l country an\ 
barred from European countries 
because of u.s. governm1 e~;o~r:~· 
sure he now resides n 
Chi~• He has announced his the 
determination to return1tht~1s 
u.s. for a showdown w 
enemies. 

He is the author of "Ne~~espub­
W1 th Guns" and the reoen ~rothe!'I 
1ished pamph1et, "Listen, 

t And Friends 
T_o Mv Student Suppor ers -

tt.er Frolll ~il, :.;11-
~ :::.----

August 1, 1967 

t "ck 
to the Afro-Asian Bookshop o pi 

Those of you who came PEKING REVIEW or the PARTISAN 
r copY of the LIBERAT?R ~:e:h:r Chairman Mao Tse Tung (until 

yo r aps, a book by LeRoi ~hi ment of books from Hong Kong and 
custolllS held up my Pth ) know that many of the books' 

, · t • to release em , M · n 
ec! y applica ion on our shelves were not obtainable on ai 

es '!.Dd pamphlets t d t and campus bookshops• The purpose of 
Cl' t your. own s ~l:n origin two years ago when all I had was 

o hop from its hlum and five empty racks which I had made 

r r Y bo
oKS on my she ves 

o-fold: 
•de the Afro community (which was without a 

1 to provi b k bout our 
• h ) with our first bookshop where oo s a 

b~oks op ulture and the writing of all our Black free-
history, c b h d and 
dom fighters and thinkers could e pure ase , 

to make available to the Black and white communities 
~in addition to the aforesaid books) the so-called contro­
versial or leftist literature: the voice of protest and 
dissent -- the other side of the story, 

Several months after I opened the shop, I had two visitors 
ter some careful browsing, came to the counter, identified them­

' 
11 

s FBI agents and asked me if I was the proprietor: Upon. get­
an affirmative, they came right to the point: the gist of it 

-- was I affiliated with any Socialist or Communist group and 
s I selling that type of literature? My answer was that I was 

f'filiated with any group and that as owner of the bookshop, I 
determined what books were sold in my shop -- that this right 

in the First Amendment to the Constitution. They 
like my reply , but they left without any further com-

Two months later, two city detectives from the Subversive 
d visited my shop. They were not as polite as the federal agents. 
id ntified themselves and one of them said, "Nice place you got 

rty. You're doing alright for yourself since you got out of 
on. 'hat are you doing now behind this bookstore front?" I told h;: was no front, that I was working at Bethlehem Steel and oper­

:hbookshop, that I paid my debt to society for the mistakes I 
n e past. and was now living the life of a law-abiding citizen. 

o er detective sa· d "A 1 b" a· . . te lt 1 , aw-a i ing citizen doesn't get involved 

0 
c! 1 efrature and communist propaganda." I then repeated what 

e ederal agent d · ern re of m . s regar ing my constitutional right to sell 
r y." Y choice. One of them replied, 110. K., Marty, have it 

Last month as 11 f he Afro Asi 'B a o you know' the police invaded and 
or rson, ri~t an ook~hop. They accused Geraldine Robinson and 

'possession and sale of narcotics and assault. 

JO ______________ 31 _ _________ _ 



Y terrorized and fright prove that we are be1 ened one ot our w1 t 
w foroed to leave ng framed - to such an e nesses who ca 
te tHy to the truth town and 1s now afraid tor.tent that ah 

" re jailed and int1~~~!~e~,.t~ness was beat

0

~;" a~• 
intend to make the oharges stick e police. The poUoe o~ 
Y ar - the amount or time I taoea~ send ae to jail for t°'Jr, 
Wh11 under arrest at pol.lee head s a second felony offe e 

ok to the Bookshop, gained entriU:I!:r:h the detectives wer. 
n stole everything that wasn't nail d e keys taken fro · 

they deliberately wrecked The 
8 

down. What re•1ned 
d stroy1ng the Bookshop. The t~i:to=ltohtt their aiasion ;! 

1 ven me by the oontrolled press radio =~ ;~ verd1ot of - . 
a of as communication and ma;s brainwas - wh1eh 1n t a 
th trial by jury - makes 1 t rtrtua 1 h1ng has supplan 
by myself the oomb1ned weight or ali {h;m~~!:;;~ ;

0 

overoo 
1z d against me. On1Y with your massive support wll~r~~l~ -

nd I be able to overoo•e. 

TodaY, when v1 tal 1ssues and policies arreot1ng 
and other people's 11 ves are being arbl trar1ly resolved am 
pl.emented w1 thout our consent and against our wishes by tboa 
motivated solely by greed and profit, when we are being ask 
sacr1f1ce our 11 ves and to destroy other people's lifl• 1n a 
which we 1cnow is not just - when we are being asked to acqu1 
in the continued oppression of the Afro-American - to naae 
two v1 tal. issues - must we go to slaughter like sheep? Must 
go along w1 th the program of oppressing and brUtal1z1ng o r 
humans. Those dissenters who read this knOW as I do that d1 
carries risks, bUt the risks of silenoe or asaent are eTen 
greater - for it 1s your own U ves that wiU be saor1t1oed, 
sheep iet out an oooas1ona1 •be,a" in protest upon be1JII! 1'4 o 

slaughter. 
So 1et us not be intimidated 1nto spineless s1le I 

iet•s eiose ranks and c,ombine our vo1oes of protest unt11 
r1s1n& voiume o-verwhe1111S those ,rho woul.d use us for the1r 
selfish ends. As ror me, far rrom be1r>S oowed bT th• -.1•

1
-:" 

beating 1nrueted on me bY the pouoe, you 1,ave ~~•aura~. 
that u on gettins out on ba11, I shal.1 strive to -• .,, 
shop the main Ubrar7 of .ussent and protest uteratur• 

1
" 

I am deep1Y grateful. for your generous;~:!= 

Martin Sostre 

Buffa1o. 

finanoia1 support without whl.oh we woul.d most oer 

crushed. I thank you. 

"We must fight in the assemblies1 
we must fight in the streets. We 
must make war on all fronts." 

"We can no longer afford to peace­
fullY co-exist with racist judic­
ial tyrannY and kangaroo1sm 1:)e.sed 
on an 1nsensate class and racial 
caste system." 

-- "America's racist courts have 
assumed the despotic posture of 
institut1one-11zed lynch mobs en­
joying the sanctimonious solici­
tude of the state's ritualistic 
bUffoonery." 

"Next to naked violence and un­
mitigated terror, racist America's 
bigoted court system 1s the car­
dinal scourge of the powerl.ess 
Black and white masses. The con­
stitutional myth about •trial by 
one's peers' 1s a cardinal sacri­
lege against the sacredness of 
truth," Rob w1111ams 

-- "And we have heard stories where 
they have lynched Black people, 
and right while they were lynch­
ing that Black man, you could see 
them getting their kicks, the 
thrill, while they do it." 

Malcolm X 

Martin's Struggle Against 

'the Law' 

in Buffalo, Mississippi 



Sostre f o Remain 
Silent in Trial on 
Narcotics Charge 

1 Martin Sostre will remain 
mut,. durinJII his narcotie-~ate 
lrall, he told a County Court 
jud11e today. 

"I don't know how naive you 
are, but If you believe that I'm 
going to co-operate in this legal 
lynching, then you are more 
naive than I thought," Sostre 
told County Judge Frederick M. 
Marshall. 

S o s t re registered what he 
called a general objection to the 
trial when he was asked by 
Judge Marshall to question 12 
prospective jurors in the case. 

Sostre began to tell the court 
he objected to the proceedings 

I 
"which everybody knows are 
false" but he was cut off by 
Judge Marshall who excused the 
prospective jury panel. 

While the jury was out of the 
court room, Sostre told the 
court: "I wilJ sit here and read 
some of my ... (papers) I have 
a lot of work to do here." 

Sosf re Given 
Maximum Terms 
Of 41 Years 

j Martin Sostre today was sen­
tenced to a maximum of 41 year■ 
in prison on three March 7 con­
victions in County Court. 

Judge Frederick M. Marshall 
sentenced Sostre to 25 to 30 
years in Attica State Prison for 
the sale of heroin, 5 to 10 years 
in the same prison for second• 
degree assault, and one year in 
the Erie County Penitentiary for 
possession of heroin. He ruled 
the sentences will be served 
consecutively. 

i Sostre Is Charg d 

I ~~~~~~~~~~~-~t 
, Marshall late Thursday recessed After 

8 
bri 

, ~ntil Monday a pre-sentence hear. returned to c~r 
I Gg to detennme whether Martin with a white ~ t 
I • Sostre, 44, formerly of 1412 mauth Both h e 
Jiifferson Ave., is. a second felony were ~emov~ ~rvf!J 
o ender. jury se lectlon. rt 

, B~fore a jury was selected to The contempt ci 
decide the question, Judge Mar- !er Sostre repeat 
shall cited Sostre for contempt of had the right to ~ 1 
~o~rt for _repeatedly calling him a "~?biased judgt," 

biased Judge." Sostre was or- If you mah tJw 
dered gagged at one point after claim once more 1 
he defied a court order to sit contempt or court," 
down and remain quiet. Marshall. Sostrt r 

The judge ordered Sostre to mark and the court t 
take hi~ seat and remain 3i!ent contempt. The Jud 
while prospective jurors were be- "pass appropr!att 
ing summoned. Instead, so,tre conclusion or lb 
stOOd up and said: Sostre was convl 1 
Handcuffed Gagged ty Court Jury Marth g • 

.. • of possession and 
'.fhe fac~ that you are getting cotics and second 

resistance ID the c o u r t r o o m in the cuttlna or 1 means you are In trouble. We are 
not going to let you intimidate us. 
This is war." 

Judge Refuses to Lower Bail 
From $2 S ,000 in Sostre Case 

County Judge Jacob A. Latona the bail figure is un/usl 
refused today to lower the $25,- it is more dlfflcult f • 
000 bail which bas been set for to raise hail. 
Martin Sostre operator of the Judge Latona thto 
Afro-Asian ~kstore, 1412 Jef- fendant_ a bail figure 
ferson Ave. the basis of race. . 

Sostre, who has been charged "Oh, yes It is-don I 
with selling narcotics and as- any of that stulf. We rt 
saulting a police officer, has pressed people. Wt • 
claimed that the figure is ,illegal bottom of the totem 
and that the courts are attempt- jail is full of black f_ 
ing to get revenge upon him for can't get out on b 
disorders on the near East Side fendant argued. ti: 
this summer He charg~d that e 

Asst. Dist. · Atty. Peter J. No- .a "racist bigot." 
taro referred to similar cases 
in which defendants have been 
allowed .to post a lower bail,. and 
said: "There is a great differ-
ence between their backgrounds 
and his background." 

SOstre; who is acting . as bis 
own lawyer, told the court that 

P1·osec11tio11 Rests 
l11 Sost1·e 1.,i·ial 

_ ~ Wl tnesses 

M tin Sostre has opened up a new form of 
s:;uggle in the fight against 1njust.1ce by 

fusing to be sold out by those lawyers and 
;;ublie defenders" who are more interested 
in their own positions and advancement than 
in defending liberation fighters. As he says 
in a letter, "Though there are those few who 
are courageous and have continued to fight 
for the oppressed, one should be very wary 
of putting one's life in the hands of a pro­
fessional who has agreed to be, ~s lawyers 
have to, an 'officer of the court'". Revol­
utionaries, unlike most lawyers, are not en­
amored of the bourgeois system of law which 
has crushed several generations of militant 
fighters in this country. Martin has made his 
frame-up very expensive, time-consuming and 
telling for the racist establishment, and his 
battle is far from over. These excerpts tell, 
chronologically, the story of the first eight 
months of his struggle. Ed. 

August JO, 1967 
Ir only I were out on bail I 

per (the Afro Freedom Fighter) • could be publishing the 
' over and above sea ' organizing, speaking, etc 
hop when the all~ed s!~h1n1 for the customers who were in• 
occurred. Everyday that ~ fi ~rcot1cs was supposed to 

0 a or proving my 1 e ere 1n jail lessens my 
\ the hearing even w~~~:~c:• T~t ls why I was trying to 

ar1ng, au my wit n a orney. If we could have had 
• w~~~ available, and n~~=~; ;~:!fm have testified, a11 the ones 

o record. Now that the 11 on,v would have been a matter 
• we have lost key w1 tnesse~o ce have gotten to some of 

uct1on 1~1;!1°U
1

gh Mr. Fahr1nge; 
ela11 I ' he has not yet ~as supposed to apply f'or a 

th ~ • wrote him ab t one so• I can• t understand 
e applieati ou it. Could you see hi 

aonably high on( as soon as poss1 ble? The ~25 mo and have him 
• Bail was orig1nallv set at~ • 00 is still 

" $50,000. Ed. ) 



October 3, 19 7 
I have been in Jail 

too long to sit idle while the no~i for three months whlch 
1 nc ial burden which the bloo~~su~:i preire to lynch , 

too uoh, especially if we have t ng awyers have 1 o 
ell me out through their lnac~i ~{y t~~m t~~t t~:n::t1c 

n succeed in putting me away for thirty years All thl 
nd th Y haven't even gotten me a reduction in bill which 

inly illegally excessive. The money we gave them coul 
en applied for my bail. 

This is a poll tl cal lynching which was cone 1 
nd executed by high political circles for the purpo 

lin the true cause of the rebellion - which far fro 
u d by "outside agl tators" or "Black Power fanatics• -

tock phrases of white bigots, both Northern and South rn, 
r them tell 1 t, think oppressed Black people are p 

nt d by the treatment accorded them in the ghetto by th 
ow r structure and were it not for these "outside a 1 to 

"f tics", everything would be just lovely - was cau d 
ccu ulation of injustices and unredressed grievances n 

oppressed people for much too long. When Police Co 
1c tta told those lies in Washington, he sounded 11 

Buffalo, Mississippi. 

I am facing thirty years in prison and the wh1 
rm1 d to give me a legal lynchl.n -

sors who are de~e h ~~te to give Geraldine fifteen 1 
tyle - will no es uring death and destructl.o 

or than they hesitate in pod in killing and oppress1 
1 ocent people of Vietnam an 
brothers in this country. 

f this letter to County C 
I am sending a copy O eedy trial. The bigots 1 

1th the enclosed motion j!~~ :n~~r an 111egal, ex~ess1rn o 
re holding me n d w1 th a similar er m ' 

ro 8 the-n anyone else charged me a speedy trial! 
h1 er They cannot also eny 

ppress me. 

the Sell-out 
Jgr .2!l - october 5, 1967 

Fahrin er 
from Attorney re 1 

I rece1ved a 1et;e~ed the court of hiSm.1n1 
of hiS }laving in ~le to meet "the ver~se. H 

forming mebeoa.use we werde uf~or the tiandl1ng of s!~e for th 
he case t " r1:x:e d to compen f 

c1 l requirem1ee~ ;ece1ved were(;~: Martin sostre19~7 n 1 
the mon f r me. 1 october ' 

t t de 1n court o was dropped n t had agreed to 
nos me.until the cas:2500 fee wh61ch Tihe Gr1evanoe Co 

h up d the ;p 19 7. 1 eour ro , 550 tolf8.r f December d that tota 4 hoU 
f1rtn 11 bY the end oAssoo1at1on rounapproxim,9,telY -
1n f~r1e countY :Ba~ostre•s case was 
th d to Martin 

vote 

October 11, 1967 

s ou saw, the racial bigot Latona had to t~r~na te 
onythe reduction of bail application by avoiding the 

nd using my previous record, particularly a war~en 
rrest in 1951 -- sixteen years ago -- ~hen I did 0 

co rt because of my lawyer's failure to noti~y ~e w~en 
for a hearing. Although from the very beginning in 

tr ct Attorney made my entire record av<:3-ilabl e to ~ to 
s if it was new information and used it as a basis to 

snot surprised because the hearing on Monday w 
f vor when I presented to him twelve cases far mor 
· ne whose bail was much lower. Some of the defend­
cases were second and third felony offenders. More­
i that of 270 inmates in Erie County Jail, I w s h 

h such excessive bail for the class of crime charg d . 
D,A. could n~t refute any of this evidence, the judg -­

tting an impartial hearing -- would have had to gr n 
c on of bail. However, you and I know he couldn' t do 

h pretext of having the D.A. check on the list of 
nts of bail which I submitted, he adjourned the her-

n sday • No doubt during this time hi· b d . a osses order d 
an silence me• This is why h t . d . 

oward a diff t . e rie to divert th 
o eren issue: counsel representin m 

!o~ chh~nge of venue. When I fended this off g he th 
in is chambers to have a ' 

h s offer. Then finally he secret hear~ng to sil 
of sixteen years ago to~ b'tuse~ the flimsy excus 

r i rarily deny my applic 
really had t D' 

-- instead of wo istrict Attorneys 
_at least pretending to 

s ula ting imp t. 
• ,! ar iality -- opposed 

0 t " ~ · 
- ~ ~rie Count.z ~ Association 

to contend with: 
play the role of 
me even more th n 

October 24, 1967 

.rther support of m 
18 dditional · Y complaint t 
that the f" information whi· ho you dated Oct 
i irm of L · . c Prov b O r 
t, but that ipsitz, et al es eyo~d n 

c they stole f they used dupl. . , abandoned th y 
rom me. icity in ord e c 6 

• ) r er to kee 
C , Blumberg 
o nty Court dat 'da member of th 

e August 7 196e firm, states . 
' 7 that: 11 in his 

)? ··• Your d _ 



0 °n, ~t ~as not aware until Monday, July 31, 1967 that th 
1 

wr 
,.,lpsi tz , , • had been retained to represent the defendant 

. · o n July 31, 1967 before your deponent was made awar 
nt1on, d eponent reported to the City Court •• ,that •h 

s1tz . , .did not represent the defendant Sostre." Th 
8 (#13) reveals, inter~, that my case was grossly 

t Blumberg wasn't even aware that his law firm waa r 
Thi s unawareness caused another one of the serie 

rn n ts which resulted in my being deprived of the prel 
1ng . Blumberg's affidavit, moreover, clearly shows th t 
firm ' s j umping in and out of the case from July 18, 196? 

t 8 , 1967, the last day it represented me when I was inc 
me without adequate legal representation during that p r o • 

w fi rm had ample time from July 18, 1967 to July 31, 1 6? 
or he case was submitted to the Grand Jury) to conduct 
1 min r y hearing had it been diligent and properly safegu r 

r sts . Now, my key witness, who was then willing o 
n intimidated by the police and left t~wn •. Ple~ae r q 

Mr . Lipsitz a copy of Mr. Blumberg's affidavit, ainc 
i tion o f t he facts by your Association can be compl 
rial without it. 

) C t Court's record will reveal that aft 
2 . ~u8 y 1967 no further motions or any other 

on Jtu gus ' L. si tz' s law firm. They co 
nd the case wa; ma~~db~hei~ttorneys interview any of 

non d the case. or i . me Ask Mr. Lipsitz . to interview • n s nor did they come te the case during th two . f" m to prosecu 
s made by his ir 2 1967 when they wro o • w 8 1967 to October , 

o hs from Au gust ' . . g themselves from my case. . me o f t heir dischargin nfor 1.ng 

Ga e is the duplicity -3 ) But the clincher, Mr. g 'the fact that it sol 
• f. to cover up . d b th the Lipsitz law irm ·tical pressure applie y Kr 

0 by su bmi tting to t~e po~ithe following letters :lro th• 
R uest copies o him reconci 

11.shmen!~ ofe~our inv~stigatio~a~~fn::;;s letter to_ 
pa ts therein. Mr. for withdrawin 

nt statemen th following reason 1967 gave e 

·nterested in your c 
now by now, those_i·mum financial r 

"As you may ~o meet the very !lll.ni andling of your 
we r e unable had fixed for the h used to co p 
ments that we been received we~e in court for 
What monies ha::rances that we m~n:estigation h c 
us for o~r app the Grand Jury it. I have on tbi 
a nd particular~Y Erie County Court that we h v 
was cond~c~e~ ~~e Erie County ~:~he Court th to 
date notifie 1 s and suggest " 
charged ourse ~gened to you. • • 

1 be ass 
counse h Chairman 

•t gave t e for 
Mr, Lipsi zd'fferent story, 

days later, d Gross, a i .d that: 
wo M Geral Lipsitz sai 
ttee , r. 1967, Mr, 

Oc t ober 4, 

"1 am writing to 
you to 

J8 

You that inform 
Hr, F hri 

r 

r 

His involv -M Sostre, l 
t represent r. this time com 

·t impossible .o . h will preemp _ Mr, F hrin 
finds i th matters whict this decision. t his h v 
ent in o er h"m to come o h t we re g r e 

ly baa forced l. 'k you to know_ t a . ble t o r epres n 
and I would both 1~ e but it is impossi 

k this decision, to ma e 11 
r. Sostre further. 

t forth ares f-the facts se ·11 
1 though I have mor~ • • • These and other f a ct ; w1 sso-

. e serious questions. ·ustice from t h e ar 
:a~:e courts if I cannot g~!t;ibuted 50¢ or 31. 00 n 
he many small people who~ s time and money f or my 

• 
8 udents at U • B. ~ho ~:~~e~ ~:k~ that. Two hou r s r ~f ~: 
11 not tolerate being 8 1967 is not worth 3550 pa • 
1 F bringer on August ' abandoned it. I may even h 
y bungled the case and the~ f rm me of your a nswer s 

rr,~J11aa !or a damage suit, Please in o 
bl , · · 

. - On April 12, 1968, the ~r~e 
ot around to ruling on Martin_s 

been expected, against Martin 

Martin Sos t r e 

County Bar Association 
complaint. They rul d, 
and in favor of the w 

October 26, 1967 

f r . 

When you compare Fahringer's letter of October 
z's letter of October 4, 1967, the duplicity e 

o conceal the fact that they had abandoned the c ase or 
ca pressure is clearly evident. As a matter of f act, 
o! County Court further reveals that they had abandon 

on hs before they officially discharged thems elve fro 
Oc ober 2, 1967, The records show that from August 8, 
r nger polled the Grand Jury until October 2, 1967, h 

l ter, they did absolutely nothing, not a s i ngle ot ·on, 
defend the case, no application for reduction of 
11. To all intents and purposes, they aba ndon d 

the things I pointed out to the Bar As s oci 
to them dated October 24. 

October 28, 1967 f this were a 
y of oy Witnesses (ase where I had had a hearing a nd 

1 cord and las Well as the D. A.•s ·t 
' my awyers were in wi nesses) 

rd the case fort . 1 touch with the Wit n ss 
a ait of five or . r1a ' then I could relax knowin 

six months would t ' 
sses or substantially ff no alter the te i ony 

In the first plac b e ect the case. But this 1· no 
e, ecause of the 

many adjournmen s of 
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the hearing. Also, there has been intimidation of witnesses. 
The lawyers didn't even interview the three witnesses who were 
in the shop at the time the raid was made. But more important, 
the four customers who were in the shop listening to and pur­
chasing records at the time the alleged sale of narcotics was 
said to have been made, have not been found. _____ knows one 
of the women. I have seen them around the neighborhood and re­
cognize them but don't know their names or where they live. Onoe 
outside (on bail), I can find them because they are on Jefrer­
son Avenue often. 

~ 

October 29, 1967 

I told Attorney Green (the public defender) that I 
was going to either appeal Judge Latona•s denial or put 1n a 
Habeas Corpus or application for reduction of ball to either the 
Federal or State Supreme Court. I asked him which judge would be 
the best to apply to. He said he would approach a few and see 
their reaction. Evidently he told Latona of my intentions and 
Latona told him that he would reduce it on the condition that I 
remain silent and let Attorney Green argue my case for me! 

October 29, 1967 

As for the people who represent SNCC in Buffalo, I 
don't know what their thinking is although their reluctance to 
get involved may stem from their considering us too revolution­
ary or too far left for them. This was their objection (as well 
as that of Buffalo CORE and other groups) to my views. They com­
plained of my literature from China and other militant books. One 
thing 1s sure, I am not going to align myself with any reaction­
aries or pacifists regardless of what they call themselves -
except possibly in the role of a Trojan Horse. 

Legal Actions 

November 8, 1967 

Meanwhile, I am not idle. I mailed an application for 
a Writ of Habeas Corpus to New York Supreme Court of Erie County 
on the 30th of last month. I am seeking a further reduction of 
bail. The application is entitled MARTIN SOSTRE vs. TUTUSKA. I 
also mailed an application to Federal Court for an order of show 
cause against the u.s. Postmaster for his refusal to send me the 
tracers I requested. But faced with a court action, he got the 
message and decided to send them, so this action is moot. 
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Judicial Prejudice 

November 15, 1967 

In regard to the court, I am not too optimistic about the 
outcome. The crack he (Judge Fisher) made about the Viet Cong send­
ing me money and other statements against the Viet Cong, in addition 
to his statement that getting the records from the court below would 
not influence his decision, leads me to believe that I will not get 
my bail reduced. I am already preparing my papers for appeal just in 
case. 

In many cases, they have already decided in advance (as 
soon as you submit the application) what they are going to do, but 
they go ahead and go through the formality of a hearing and argument 
just for the record and to make everyone believe that the case was 
decided on the basis of the arguments -- while in reality, it was de­
cided before the hearing. 

So let's not depend on getting any justice from Fisher. 
I don't know what kind of a man he is personally or how he thinks -­
perhaps you know more about him than I do -- but as I said, I'm not 
optimistic. We should proceed just as if nothing had happened and 
take advantage of any favorable publicity given the hearing. 

~ Denial 

November 25, 1967 

Received denial from Judge Fisher. He avoided issue as to 
excessive bail and discrimination in imposing excessive bail complete­
ly. He denied me on the grounds that "Two similar applications have 
been made by petition and both have resulted in a reduction. The 
petitioner never appealed from the previous decisions to lower the 
bail. A further reduction is not warranted at this time." 

(Ed. note - Of course, what they did was set bail so high in the first 
place, that they could reduce it two or three times and still keep Mar­
tin jailed. Concerning the ruling by Judge Fisher, it~ reversed in 
early March 1968 by the Appellate Division of the New York State Su­
preme Court -- Fourth Judicial District at Rochester, New York. But 
Martin had already been rushed to trial by Judge Frederick M. Marshall. 
Judge Marshall began the "trial" in full knowledge of the Appellate 
Court's reversal of Judge Fisher's denial for further reduction in 
bail!) 

November 25, 1967 

I want you and the others to know that regardless of the 
pressures, abuse, torture or any other physical or mental force that 
t he enemy employs against me to make me submit to their frame-up 
charges or cooperate with the legal lynching they are trying to give 
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me, that I will never submit. The employment of the massive and 
coercive power of the state is not enough to make me giv . 
am like a Viet Cong -- a Black Viet Cong, and their couraegup, dI 
d t · t· · e an e ermina ion in resolutely opposing the greatest mi·1·t 
· th ld d · i ary power in e wor espi te their poverty and the many atroci t · h 

th . . . ies eaped 
upon em is the living example which I am trying to match. 

Intimidatibn 

December 10, 1967 

Re: the trial -- they are trying to rush it to silence 
me. I noticed last time I went to court they c ll d · 
c?urt attendants in addition to three white one: e . in two Black 
five -- an excessive number -- who sur ~aking_ a ~o~al of 
manner while I was in court. I noted :~~:d:d me in an intimidating 
that proceeding appeared in th hat not one word of 
orders from above to silen e ne~s~apers. Evidently' there are 
familiar with the pattern ce Im~ ~~ impose a news blackout. I ai: 

"bug" me: the court will• t7 ieve the next step is to try to 
t ques ion my sanity (b I o cooperate with my le l l . ) ecause am refusing 
mination to determine wfa th yn~hing and order a psychiatric exa• 
charges against me. e er am capable of understanding the 

Sometimes the stat . 
with an adverse report and the-appointed psychiatrist frames you 
pi tal as legally insane wher e t~ourt. commits you to a state hos­
sanity through mind-destro i: ey either kill you or destroy yo'J! 
years until they finally d y lg drugs' or they keep you there for 
which time they return you e~ are you sane enough to stand trial at 
Psychiatrists, doctors h ? t court to face the original charges, 
been employed by oppre~so~=p~o a~s -:n~ insane asylums have always 
who oppose them. One of . intimidate, remove and destroy those 
beaten up by the police 1?Y witnes~es who, apart from having been 
office h h • is now being it· · d r w o as scheduled a . n imi ated by his probation 
ample. psychiatric examination, is another ex· 

Another d · bu . evice also emplo d 
gging you is to provoke . ye to create the grounds for 

~ne of . their goons strike ;~~ in to defending yourself -- by having 
0 resist -- then they will or roughly manhandle you forcing you 

papers will play the story u s:~ that you went ''berserk". The news• 
to subdue you and that p ig, stating how it took so many goons 
to this is the old t you fought "savagely" etc Another variation 
a "pl t" t s and-by "tryin t • 0 0 escape. Having be . g- o-escape" frame, or discovering 
seen many foul things wh· h en in prison for many years I have 
have pe ll ic the avera ' 

b rsona Y talked to vict· ge person never hears about.I 
a ove. r kno h ims of the k · d f . d . ~ w at these pe 1 . in s o frame-up describe 
away with it. op e will do if they think they can get 

(Ed. note - a few hour 
was "committed t M s after this l tt 

o eyer M . e er was written, Martin Sostre 
court order to undergo emorial Hospital . B 

psychiatric in uffalo, New York ~ 
observation",just as he predicted!) 
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Obstruction tl ~ Visitors 

December l5, l967 

About obstruction of your and Geraldine's visits -- this 
is the last time I am tolerating any interference with my visitors' 
rights. The next time Geraldine or you are given a hard time, not 
only will I take that joker to court, but I will personally guaran­
tee him that the shameful jail conditions which were previously 
publicly exposed will again be exposed -- only this time with greater 
force and in an election year. I don't believe he knows what he is 
doing, perhaps he had better consult with the jailer who is in direct 
touch with things in the jail. I have been relatively passive and 
cooperative insofar as the jail is concerned, confining my attacks to 
the police and courts, with the exception of the jail strike of last 
summer. Perhaps I shall have to escalate the struggle. 

The "Commitment" at Meyer Memorial Hospital 

December 25, 1967 

Hope you and family had an enjoyable holiday. I was re­
turned from the hospital on the 21st; had to refuse drugs in psycho 
ward which they tried to give me to dope me up and have me walking 
around in a drugged stupor like the other patients there. My lectures 
on Black Power, Vietnam, American racism and oppression to the other 
patients were not appreciated by the psychiatrists and hospital staff. 
They were glad to get rid of me. However, I planted a few good seeds 
before I le ft. 

Psychiatric Intimidation 

January 5, 1968 

I hope that you and your loved ones had an enjoyable 
holiday. As you know, I spent part of the holiday season in the 
psychiatric ward of Meyer Memorial Hospital where the racist Judge 
Marshall had me committed to coerce and intimidate me and discredit 
my stand on Black Power and against the illegal war in Vietnam. 

However, now that I have overcome that ordeal, I am making 
them pay by exposing, as you probably read in the papers, not only 
the vicious methods which the bigoted judge employed in his efforts 
to subdue and lynch me -- which they have been trying to do ever 
Since Felicetta's racist Gestapos raided and destroyed our only 
Black Power bookshop -- but the illegal and unconstitutional methods 
and procedures employed by state psychiatrists to elicit information 
from drugged defendants in the psychiatric wards. The racists' at­
tempt to subdue me by using the "bug" ward has backfired and has 
Opened the door to the exposure of dirt which t.hey don't want exposed, 
especially in an election year. I am really going to sock it to 
them. 

4J 

11 
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Witnesses and Bail 

January 31, 1968 

If the four key witnesses (not to be confused with the 
three who were in the shop at the time of the raid and saw the dt-
ective take the dope from his pocket and say, "This is what we•., 

looking for . 11 
-- after their search of the shop turned up nothinF 

are not found by the 19\h, they will have to reduce my excessive: ..• 
to allow me -- who know them by sight since they have been in the 
shop several times and I have seen them on Jefferson Avenue -- to'.• 
out and locate them myself . The D. A . cannot have it both ways: > 
cannot insist that I go to trial deprived of my witnesses becausi .: 
xcessive bail and at the same time pretend that this legal lync:.i:g 

has any approximation to a fair trial. This denial of the opport •. 
ni ty to locate and interview witnesses in my behalf, coupled wi·t 
the oppressive delay in bringing my court case to trial constitu'1 
s uch serious denials of fundamental constitutional rights as to~!­
quire dismissal of the indictment. 

I am not going to sit on my hands waiting ' til Fe bruar 
191b; I am escalating the le gal and political pressure and I am:: 
working on a couple of other legal actions challenging the opprmirs' 
unconstitutional conduct. 

Exposing Psychiatric Intimidation 

February 6, 1968 

I am particularly looking forward to the proceedings 
against Judge Marshall and the psychiatric report. He really mmod 
up and I've got him. I am really going to sock it to them and F~ 
the cove~s off the rotten , illegal procedures and the judicial ~ 
ranny being employed by the power structure to coerce intimidate 
and ~ometimes_eliminate those who oppose them. This ;xposure ~ 
p~rticularly important now, when the power structure -- beset ontll 
sides by o · t · t · · pposi ion o their illegal war and their oppression of th

e Black masses in the ghettos -- are desperately escalating their 
employment of coerci· on · t · · d t · · · · · 
1 . . , in imi a ion, frame-ups, Jal.lings and vio· 

ence ~n a fu~ile effort to suppress the rising tide of oppositi~ 
to their fascist policies . 

. The employment of the "bug house" psychiatrists and a:..1d· 
~e~troying drugs, although more sophisticated than the blackjack. iait~ ?dr tthe bullet, is not new and has been employed to destroy o: 

n iau a e many persons B t b · 
the le al d . • u ecause of its insidious nature ana 

t tg b an medical trappings with which it is insulated, it ha, 
no ye een recognized r 
will d as a weapon of oppression by the masses, • 0 

my utmost to fully expose them in the courtroom. 

~ Actions 

February 6, 1968 

Enclosed with this letter, I am d . of :.e sen ing you a copy 
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complaint I mailed today to Judge Henderson at the U.S. District 
C ourt under the Civil Rights Act seeking an order restraining the 
S heriff and his agents from denying me the right to receive and 

r ead a newspaper. 

Am also making arrangements to lodge complaint with postal 
i nspectors about the illegal obstruction of mail, harassment of 
v isitors and other violations of law. 

(SEE ATTACHMENT PREPARED N_ MARTIN SOSTRE IN~ COUNTY~) 

't'!.@ Obstruction 
February 11, 1968 

I have written the U.S. Postal Inspector at 1200 William 
Street a letter. I am putting an end to the obstruction of my mail. 
We have to make a stand somewhere, and this is it. So I want you 
also t o file a complaint with the Postal Inspector about the letter 
you mailed me and the two letters from me which you received at the 
same t ime although I mailed them ten days apart and about your fail­
ure t o receive my letter of 2/6/68, etc. If they obstruct the writ 
to Judge Henderson, they will be in real trouble. If we don't check 
this now, they will get bolder. So until we get the P.O. Inspector 
(or u. S. Attorney) to straighten these violations of postal laws out, 
this is the theme I will harp on in every letter I write and in every 
appearance I make in court. 

Let ter to Postal Inspector 

February 11, 1968 

I am hereby making a formal complaint to your department 
against the Sheriff of Erie County and his agents and servants who 
have been and are now obstructing my outgoing as well as my incoming 
mai l in violation of U.S. postal laws by refusing to mail my letters 
to their destinations without either informing me of this obstruction 
or returning the letters -- which were in envelopes with U.S. pos­
tage stamps affixed thereto -- and refusing to give me the incoming 
mail or returning same to the sender. 

I know the difference between the limited right which 
jail officials have for purposes of maintaining security, and de­
liberate obstruction of mail for the purpose of depriving me of the 
right to prosecute my case. So I am requesting an interview with 
a postal inspector so t hat I may file a formal complaint and/or the 
appropriate post office department forms for such a complaint. 

The Hearing 2!l Psychiatric Intimidation 

February 19, 1968 

Although I wrote you on February 16~, today's events 
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r~quire this letter to thank you and all th 
time, braved sub-freezing weather, defied ose who spent valuable 
of those dozens of goons to let the . th~ ~ntimidating presence 
that I h~ve the support of many ~ac~st-militarists know not only 
support is steadily increasing. peop e in Buffalo, but that this 

Although you already w f . . . 
tatorial tactics, the desperationer~thami~iar with Marshall's dic-
e~f~rts to enter the area dealin w~ w~ich_he fended off all my 
militarism, etc. made him revealgh~it~ his misconduct, racism, 
why defendants, as well as some is rue self. _ Now you can see 
name of "Mad Dog Marshall" H ~a~yers, have given him the nick-
ner. • e u ldozes lawyers in the same man-

As you saw, he suppress d th . which was that: he had . e e real issue of the hearing 
me committed to th h ' . 

make my passing of a s h" t . e psyc iatric ward to 
constitutional right ioy:c~a ric examination a precondition to my 
~e to the nut ward to coerce a~e:!1~::e counsel, and that he commit ted 
into accepting court-appoi·nt d , my co-defendant, and me 

t d 
e counsel. He 1 b" . 

nae the hearing and certified th . a _so ar itrarily termi-
lowing me to question the two oth e psych:atr:c report without a l­
me at the hospital. er psychiatrists who had examined 

issues, 
Since I knew that Marshall was 

I concentrated on bringing determined to block all out the facts that: 

l. No tests were given t amination. 0 me in the psychiatric ex-

2. 

3. 

4. 

The psychiatric diagnosis that I h d . 
personality was a sub· t· a a paranoid 
on any scientific d tJec ive determination not based 

a a. 

Paranoid personality is a normal . . . 
fact, surrounded by host·1 1 state i~ one is, in i e e ements or is persecuted. 

The fact that I am a 
minority living in a:~:~~~ of th: perse~uted Black 
not taken into conside t: e, _racist environment was 
sonality, and ra ion in evaluating my per-

5. Issues of personal conscien . if such behavio ce influence behavior and 
standards, it w~l~uns counter t? the established 
could produce paran~:~voke host~le reaction which 
tility is real In ithpersonality because the hos-
psychiatric di~gnosi: s:~-wor~s, not only was the 
my being labeled ~ective, but the reason for 

a paranoid was beca f 
on Vietnam and racism. use o my stand 

The Hearing on Psychiatric Intimidation 

would 

February 22, 1968 

Although it was a foregone block the real issue conclusion that Judge Marshall 
namely, that he subjected me to a psy-
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c hiatric test as a precondition to my exercising my constitutional 
r ight to waive counsel and to coerce and intimidate Geraldine and 
me into accepting court-appointed counsel. I, nevertheless, ex­
p osed to public scrutiny and thought several important facts among 

which were: 
1. That anyone who actively opposes war and racism 

could be classed a "paranoid" personality because 
his conduct is hostile to those norms established by 

2. 

3. 

the power structure. 
That it is possible for a person to be committed to 
the psychiatric ward by an unscrupulous judge for 
reasons other than that of testing the person's 
sanity or ability to conduct his own defense, and 

That the psychiatric diagnosis of "paranoid person­
ality" is the subjective determination of an indi­
vidual psychiatrist based on characteristics which 
lead to a different determination if evaluated by 
a different psychiatrist. In other words, state 
psychiatrists can put any kind of label on anyone 
(to discredit their stand on an issue) or even de­
clare them insane on the prejudiced basis ot their 
own subjective determination. 

~ Gregory March 4, 1968 

The national attention focused on this case by Dick 
Gregory's appearance in the court room frightened Judge Marshall 
into postponing the hearing. The avoidance of the issue and the 
fear of additional publicity forced him to again postpone the hear­
ing on February 29~. We definitely have them on the defensive. 

~Traitors~ Infiltration 

March 4, 1968 

Although I started this letter yesterday, I am now con­
tinuing it after having returned from the farcial, one-sided trial 
being conducted by the "Mad Dog" to cover up his inability to ex­
plain to the people of Buffalo why I am being held in jail under 
exorbitant bail, and why I am being prevented from getting the 

witnesses necessary for a fair trial. 

The very fact that Marshall had to renege on his own sign­
ed order to have the D. A. show cause or give the reason why 
bail should not be reduced, shows that there is no legitimate reason 
they can give for refusing me reasonable bail. My refusal to co­
operate in the legal lynching has placed Marshall in the position of 
presiding over a trial of empty gestures. 

It's amazing how, even after eight months to rehearse, they 
haven't got their stories synchronized. The State Trooper from 
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Rochester is a typical example of the Black traitor of his Pe 
. h k th . t 0Ple 1 struggle against oppression. If you c ec e minu es of the s 

ceedings had in City Court on July 27, 1967, it will reveal th~t 
the D. A. requested a postponement because t~e State ~rooper Was 
on special assignment in an undercover capacity relating to the 
rebellion in Rochester. He infiltrated, fram~d ~nd sent to jail 
several militants in Rochester. T~e Black pai~ informer is just 
a plain stoolpigeon who would testify to anything the cops told 
him to just to get robbery and grand larceny charges off him. 
There are so many like these two Black traitors working for the 
fascist power structure all over the country infiltrating Black 
militant groups and setting up militants. The same tactics are 
also employed against white liberal, activist and militant groups 
and individuals opposing racism, oppression and militarism of the 
fascist power structure. So be alert at all times. 

A Warninp; 

March 4, 1968 

Guard yourself, for you see what they have done to me! 

The Sentencing 

March 9, 1968 

Although one month is the usual time between conviction 
and _ senten~ing, only one week was allowed in my case. Even the pro· 
bation officer who interviewed me yesterday commented on the speed 
and stated that Marshall wanted the report by 10 A. M., Monday. T~Y 
sure want me out of Buffalo and in Attica Prison fast. I shall be 
ready for them by Monday just in case. 

The Future~ Williams'~~~ Legal Machine 

I ~m very op~imistic about the future and there is no 
doubt in my mi~d that victory will be ours. As Robert F. Willia!llS 
suggests, we will make fra 
the power s true ture that . :e-1:1ps and kangarooism so expensive to. al 
like the lat i will be self-defeating. One more tr1 

s one, and they will be through! 
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Marti n Sostre as a young man 

Black Liberation 

~ July 30, 1967 

1,8-St Friday I was glad to learn that my ba.11 was 
,~
2
5 ooO . I sure will be glad to get out on ba.11 and 

reduced to t~ge' of the p r ese n t developments, for the time has 
take ad~~ riper f or helping my people than 1 t is now. This 
never b~aea.l time t o begin publi shing the ~ Freedom 
iS th!r _ the paper whi ch I wa s pla nning - the militant organ 
Eight_ outh in the Afro community. I know it will be a sue­
of s;h~e~ause I have already consulted wi t h my many young 
ce iends and, even before I bought the Gestetner, they were all 
f~i ous to get it started - many wanting to c ontribute arti­
~ies and help publi sh a nd d 1 s tri bute it. The back room of the 
East-West Bookshop 1 s ideal - when it is fixed up a 11 ttle -
for publishing the n ewspaper . 

Augus t 8, 1967 

A few days before t he police raid on the Books h op 
I had finished payments on a used Gestetner mimeograph machine 
with which I intended to print the Afro Freedom Fighter (AFF ), 
a militant Black n ewspaper wr1 tten ~ published by the youth 
of the ~ommuni ty the mselves and expressing their own views 1n 
their own words. It wi ll , at t he same time, be a mill tant 
rass- root s newspaper i ndependent of the traditional Negro 
T eaders - who are utterly re j ected as l eaders and called Uncle 

0

~m~hby the gr ass-roots segment of the Black community because 
est eir Will ingness to accommodate themselves to white inter-

s and sell out the Black community• 

paper a d We Will s tart out as a four-sheet mimeograph news­
dynami/ work our way up to tabloid size. Ours will be a 
llshed b socialist- oriented Black nationalist weekly, pub-
couple 

0
~ the You th themselves. I had already recruited a 

stencils . high s ch ool girls who volunteered to type out the 
Black ne~ a wr1 t er who wrote for one of the establishment 
articles ~Papers but quit because the editor considered his 
grapher a 00 Inili tant and sought to editorialize them; a photo­
help - fr~d a r e p ort er ; and many other young people who would fa Per, r m turning t he crank of the mimeo to selling the news­
s he !E!'. a~as lookin g f or a cartoonist. With the launching of 
hip Which d. 0 ther pol1 ti cal acti vities, the vacuum in 1eader-

e~ists in t he Black c ommunity will be filled. 

'rhe n 
~e 11 " __ 
~ 

August 1, 1967 

'l-ll.11 'I'h h t '1-ll.ll not tu. e boss-man now knows that we will fight, t a we 
"fl. ghtl'n t he other cheek like spineless cowards but rather 

to death" like Stokely Carmichael, one of our out-
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, woman and child 1n our 
m into our neighborhood 
1 h h e lmets on their heads 
ey used on us and we felt 

gas which they shot 1ndi 
kno that it wasn ' t Brother 
vlduals who started the rev 
n of unredrcssed grievances 
ite oppressors which fina.11; 
r ssor h s done nothing since 

1n f ct , retaliated by destr 
m and other b r o t h e rs it 

r volt here in Buf falo f or 

August 8, 7 

1 d Negro leaders 
revolt of June- uly 1967 
o articulate in plain and 

a nd needs of t h e Black c 
ti on be wee the wh ite a n 

which could have led t o 
he white politi cal a nd c 

red and frustra t ion f este 
ered by the long accumula 
n order to curry political 
Tom leader s lulled he whi 
ng was al r ight in t he Blac 
Y unprepared for the v1ole 
t June . 

o ho asy it is to 
1r political class 

ovecber 2 , 

cept that the struggle is solely one of race) 
rr . eo~~yci ~en, although sincere, one is young and politically 

pec11l 
1P • 

March 15, 1968 

ath ,:::;..:-- Being a revolutionary Black militant, the only way 
would ha te to die is like a hog - as described by our 

1 t Black poet, Claude McKay, in his poem, "If We Must 
" 8 ~1. s poem sets for us the standard for dying - if we 

e Oppressor 

IF WE MUST DIE - LET IT NOT BE LIKE HOGS 
HUNTED AND PENNED IN AN UNGLORIOUS SPOT, 
WHILE ROUND US BARK THE MAD AND HUNGRY DOGS, 
MAKING THEIR MOCK AT OUR ACCURSED LOT. 
IF WE MUST DIE - OH, LET US NOBLY DIE, 
SO THAT OUR PRECIOUS BLOOD MAY NOT BE SHED 
I N VAIN; THEN EVEN THE MONSTERS WE DEFY 
SHALL BE CONSTRAINED TO HONOR US THOUGH DEAD! 
OH, KINSMEN! WE MUST MEET THE COMMON FOE; 
THOUGH FAR OUTNUMBERED, LET US SHOW US BRAVE, 
AND FOR THEIR THOUSAND BLOWS DEAL ONE DEATH BLOW ! 
WHAT THOUGH BEFORE US LIES - THE OPEN GRAVE? 
LIKE MEN WE'LL FACE THE MURDEROUS, COWARDLY PACK, 
PRESSED TO THE WALL, DYING, BUT FIGHTING BACK! 

What I have demonstrated in the courtroom is the 
~~ss of this fascist beast; I have demonstrated that with 

• 
1 

5 front of power and law and authority he cannot control 
r !/Hant Black brother when that brother is in rebellion. 
i / of contempt of court cannot control me for what the 
fao~s 30 days contempt of court mean to one in rebellion 

e h~ ng 30 years? His having me gagged was ineffective and 
Pr ~m look foolish because he had to talce the gag off in 
.ed ~h~old the trial and as soon as he took it off - I 

s ·1 shes same thing. His having to employ goons to enforce 
• • , r a by force is proof that I had broken down his author­
.. ··her! dramatizing this for all the brothers in Buffalo and 
" n 1n th~o see, I am setting the example of total rebellion, 

r
0 01 

courtroom, against the oppression, frame-up and 
' rtry , ~m a gainst me and my militant brothers all over the 

- do1.n am telling all the militants: "Look brothers, what 
lly a1g to the oppressor, If I can do it by myself, pra.ct­

• · 0 org~ne ana_ already in this man I s jai 1, imagine what JO 
"Y Shou1~iz~ militant brothers can doon the outside if 

·· e7.a~Pl d.efy white authority! I am upsetting him and setting 
0 Ptea_ b; Which could have very serious consequences if 

othe~ brothers all over the country. 
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An oppressor can rule the oppressed only so long as 
the oppressed submit to his law voluntarily. In other words, 
an oppressor must somehow, either through fear (as in our case , 
when he imposed his law upon our foreparents forcibly brought 
to this country in slavery) or trickery and deceit by employ­
ing Uncle Toms and sell-out political and/or religious leaders 
to fool our people - to induce the oppressed into accepting 
and obeying his law - which is his authority. Law means author­
ity. Once he accomplishes this, he has it made. He can control 
and rule the oppressed with their cooperation! This is a slick 
psychological trick, brothers and sisters, so I want you to dig 
this very close. I will make it clear by this known example. 
How did England, France, Spain, Portugal and Belgium rule the 
vast continents of Africa, America, Asia and India for such a 
long time? Did they do it by brute force like the U.S. is 
using in Vietnam? Of course not! If they had to go through 
those changes with the millions of people of Asia, Africa and 
India, they never would have made it; it would not have been 
worth it. The cost in lives and money expended in pacifying 
every town, hamlet, village and city in the entire continent 
would exceed the fruit of their exploitation. What they did 
was to induce, via force or pay-offs, the native rulers to 
accept and obey the oppressor's law . Once this was accomplished 
t he European power had it made and they even used native t r oops 
to enforce European authority over the natives! But eventually 
the natives woke up to this trick and rebelled. Even the native 
troops rebelled - agains t their white commanding officers -
and refused to obey the officers' orders to fire on their 
brothers. Instead, they killed the white officers. The Eur o­
peans were then forced to employ white troops against the r e­
bellious natives and were forced to give it up when thei r 
"good thing" came to an end. The French ruled Vietnam that way 
until 1954 when the Vietnamese woke up and defeated them. Now 
the U.S. and their Vietnamese sell-out leaders can only r ule 
by martial law, which means force, because the people are in 
rebellion against their oppressors, It's only a matter of time 
before the u.s. negotiates a ceasefire with the Viet Cong broth­
ers or gets out of Vietnam, because when a people are collect­
ively determined to throw off the yoke of oppression, no 
amount of force or troops that the oppressor musters can prevail 
against the will to resist. 

The Black Struggle December 15, 1967 

Like the struggle in Vietnam, the struggle against 
us is one they cannot win, Our resolution and steadfastness 
against oppression cannot be defeated. Victory will be ours. 

Solidarity March 15, 1968 

The white militants are our allies in the overall 
struggle against the racist-fascists just as the heroic Viet 
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Cong are our allies even though they are fighting the enemy 
at their front 8,000 miles away. But they are weakening the 
racists and the weaker the oppressors get, the less able they 
are to oppress us. They can't fight the Viet Cong a~d fight us 
too. They are barely holding on in Vietnam; where will they 
get the millions of troops needed to subdue us when f~ll-fledged 
guerilla warfare_ Saigon and Hue style - breaks out in every 
city in this country? The enlightened segment of the white 
community is another big problem to the rulers, so they ar~ now 
trying to intimidate them by using gestapo goon squads against 
the anti-war pickets and protesters and indicting their leaders. 

Although the struggle is a global one, each army 
ust fight the enemy on its own front. The brothers in Africa 

~ive were recently hanged by the racists in Rhodesia - are 
fighting the common enemy on their front; the Viet Cong are 
fighting on their front; the Cubans are fight~ng on their front: 
the white militants of this country are fighting on their front, 
and we must continue to broaden the fight on~ front. 

The Police State 
March 15, 1968 

Now dig this carefully: you brothers could not help 
but notice the many goons, armed troopers, detectives and court 
attendants that the frightened white power structure had to 
produce on March 5th - the day they tried to intimidate the 
souls from coming to the courtroom by taking photographs~ . 
removing the 1ast row of seats from the court gallery, filling 
up the gallery with their own so they could say that "all the 
seats are filled" and prevent souls from coming into the court­
room, etc, Do you know how many goons they employed altogether? 
one of my guard informants (who is sympathetic to our cause) 
told me that the Sheriff's Department alone supplied 40 men: 
he stated that about 50 detectives were also on the scene as 
well as an undetermined number of FBI agents. He said that about 
25 court attendants were called for special duty, He got these 
figures from the Sheriff who he heard talking to Commissione7 
Felicetta, Altogether there were about 120 goons. The signifi­
cance of that fact is this: If the white power structure felt 
the need of mustering that many goons and the need to adopt the 
police state tactics which they used, they were scared. 
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Riots, Plot Linked, 
F elice'lta Asserts 

By ESTHER VAN W. TUFTY ~n Sterling, Herbert John and The police commissioner was 
Washington Correspondent Rita Jo~ns_on. . asl;ed if there had been any new 

WASHINGTON - Buffalo Police Commiss10ner Fe'.icetta elabo- disturbances since the 1967 riots. 
Commissioner Frank N. Felicetta rate~ on the testimony a~out He said "on the night of April e, 
at the request of the House Un- ~artm Sostre that he had given l968, a group of youngsters held 
American Activities Committee m August, 1967i before the S~nate a prayer service downtown and 
presented evidence Thursday of Internal Secu~i!y ~ubcomrmtte~. later they broke up some \\indows 
subversion related to the Buffalo Before the ciyil disturbance m aloncr Main Street.'' 
riots of June 27-30, 1967. Buffalo, he said, Sostre was pro- ". 

The alleged relationship before, ducing Molotov cocktails. Question Posed . 
C 11. S .. . f' Rep. John 1\shbrook . R-Ohm. 

during and after the riot, be- a. mg os~re a pron;i~ent ig- asked how many :'IIolotov cock-
tween Martin Sostre, a Puerto ure m th4: not of 191?7, he told tails were involved in the Buffalo 
Rican-Negro nationalist leader, the committee that this man, who disturbance. Felicetta explained 
and Youth Against War and had operated a boo~sto~e as a that "when gas stations would no: 
Fascism ('Yaw£') was outlined front for sale_ of ~arcobcs, rec- sell gas in containers they rot 
by Felicetta. ords, subversive liter?ture a~d the fluid out of \\'hat was left_ in 

books, had been convicted. His hoses when the gas stations were 
sentence was ?5 to 30 years for closed. They filled bottles, a{ldeci 

As soon as Sostre was arrested, sale of narcotics, 5 _to 10 years a wick of some hind and sealed 
Felicetta said, 'Yawf' and some for assault of a . pohceman, ?ne them with vaseline or grease." 
members of the Workers World year for possess10n of narcotics, Tl B ff I polic officer cndPcl 
Party came to his defense. Ac- andrt 30 days fo;: contempt of his 

1
fest~1,in~- \\"it{ a sta!enwnt 

tive in this group, he said, were coSou st.re's gi'rl fn'end, Geraldi'ne emphasizing 'that he had t,avt'!d persons identified as G e r a I d 

Notes Demonstration 

Gross, Edward and Jeanette Mer- Robertson, is awaiting trial, so I all over the country and found 
rill, Charles Provost and Robert no. explanation of her involvement I that similar riot problems had ,me 
McCubbins. Felicetta said a dem- was given by Felicetta. I thing in common: The police :tl'C" 

onstration was staged on Feb. 17, Seeking Funds the major target, and as it is lheir 
1968, outside the Erie County job to move in to end a distur-
Jail, where Sostre was im- Sostre has suggeSled "a book- bance. they are accused of brutal­
prisoned. store in exile," Felicetta said, it~,. Earlier, Felicetta had hern 

'Yaw£' was called a Communist an_d his follow4:rs are _trying to asked if Sostre had been b,•aten 
splinter group by Felicetta. He raise funds to Imance his appeal, when he was arrested. Just th.­
said some members, who distrib- and to help in his girl friend's r:ev_erse, was the answer - thr 
uted leaflets and demonstrated at case. policeman was knocked d?wn 
Latayette Square, were picked Evidence of infiltr~ting ideas to when he presented a \\'arrant 'oc 
up by the subversive squad of youths \\'as plentiiul, Feliretta Sostre's arrest. 
the Police Department and the said . John Wilson, national fund- The only other ll'itness, Herbert\ 
FBI. The leaflets were identified raising chai~man of . 'Sn_cc' Romerstein, inve'stigator for the 
as ofhcial paper of the Workers <;Stude~. t Nonnolent Coordmatmg committee who had been in Buf-
World Party. Committee\, gave a speech on falo for the committee. produced 
Felicetta Elaborates July 8, 19G7, at the John F. Ken- copies of "Crusader," a Red Chi-

. . ne:cty Recreat ion Center in the nese paper coming to the defense 
The demonstrators were 1denh- middle of the ~egro district of of Sostre, Rap Brown and others 

fied in Felicetta's testimony as Buffalo. He appealed to the young and a lattrr written br Sostr~ 
Karl Meller, Gerald Gross, Ed· people not to join the \\'al' in '\'iet- from jail to Workers World and 
ward and Jeannette Merrill, nam and ·called the Sccretar.v of others. 
r.h:irles Provost, Joel S. Meyers, State "Rusk, the hunkv fool," ----

and the then secretary of.defense, 
"McNamara thP warmonger," 
Felicetta said. Wilson was one 
of the founds of ACT, a militant 
racist organization, according to 
Felicetta. 

The Struggle 

Against 

- /... . .. . - , ~ ' .., ... .. . 
,. / ' - . . - .. ; . . 

. "''I' ... Y. ~ 

U .. S .. Imperialism 



"Racist and imperialist America h 
to be in Vietnam. She has no as no sane excuse 
innocent and defenseless womemoredexcuse to butcher the 
than Hitler had to exterminat~ ~~ children of Vietnam 
tively portrayed as a threat t Gose whom he so decep-o erman survival." 

"N ow really, can any nai v e enough to believeperson in the world today be 
murdering and plunderin that Americanism is maiming, 
freedom and democracy? ~ain Vietnam ~n the cause of 
person in the world toda nbany fai:minded and sane 
that America herself is! le ~o naive as to believe an of freedom and democracy?" 

" M ore and more Us Vietnam. More and ~o;ec~onf odd~r i s being sent to 
Black boys are being derprivileged and oppressed 
white man's lost impe~~=~~g~nged to fight the racist 
and tragic for any human bsi cause. It is uncivilized 
expended as cannonfodder e ng to be pawned off and 
status quo but the in a war fought for a doomed 
committed ~gainst th:o~t despicable crime that can be 
the slave into defendinumg ~~ ratce is to force or coerce 
slavery." e ottering system of 

-- Rob Williams 

"The lie of the us freedom of the oppr;s;e~o~:rnment's interest in the 
of the Union of South Af. shown clearly by the example 
Africans suffer under a ~~ca ~here lJ,000,000 Black 
the u.s. government ha P theid. The only real interest 
the brutally racist sis its profits and supporting 
profits. " government needed to insure these 

-- Ed Oquendo 
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The Struggle Against American Imperialism 

November 3, 1967 
The Defense of Freedom Fighters 

One of the first things that I am going to do (when 
I am free) i s establish a Defense Fund for freedom fighters in 
this area. A Fund for both Black and white activists who are 
framed-up or jailed by the power structure for their activities 
or stand again st racial oppression at home and abroad. We 
must protect our own, particularl y now that the rising tide of 
protest and d issent a gainst racial oppression, the unjust war 
in Vietnam a n d the drafting of our youth to make of them hired 
killers of innocent people - a nd to be killed in return - is 
bringing about greater repr es s ive mea sures f rom the frightened 
but die-hard p ower structure. We mu st make sure t hat no freedom 
fighter be forced to 1ay i n j a il for months like me because bail 

couldn't be met. 
December 10, 1967 

Since the anti-war demonstrations and the struggl e 
against bhe oppression of my people is the same struggle a gainst 
the identical enemy - the racist-militarist oppressor - the 
least I can do since I am hors de combat because I sold ant i ­
Vietnam War and Black liberationliterature, is help those who 
are fortunate enough to be able to confront the enemy, get out 
on bail. I feel like a traitor to the cause, sitting here in 
jail with a l l that action going on outside. I should be out 
there in the struggle either distributing literature and pub­
lishing the newspaper to educate the masses and/or participating 
in the demonstrations. A few letters ago I mentioned setting up 
a Fund whe n I get out to bail out activists. Well, because of 
the escalation in our struggle, we better start now with my 

Defense Fund. 
December 11, 1967 

Now that orders have gone out from the administration 
in Washington to break the back of the anti-war movement through 
jailings, police brutality , intimidation, draftings and employ­
ing pro- war goons, we can ill afford to have any funds lying 
idle whi ch can be employed to support our own cause; we must 
look out f or our own and let the militarist oppressors know that 
our ranks are like a brick wall - each brick supporting the 

others. 
If I were out t here demonstrating and was arrested on 

those bogus charges placed on Jerry and the others, not only 
would I go to trial and invoke the "Doctrine of Legitimacy of 
Purpose" and the "preferred" constitutional right to free 
speech, assembly and petition , but , should t hey f i nd me gui l t y , 
I would appeal all the way t o t he U. S. Supreme Court and force 
them to rule on the constitutional issue as to whether a state 
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may use its po1ice powers to prevent a iti 
his constitutional right to speech ass!mbl zen trom exercising 
the citizen is petitioning an agen~y of th Y and petition when 
induction center or dratt board) for a dre government (the whe su h re ess of grie n c government, acting contrary t th vances 
(engaging in war without the consent ofoC e Constitution 
subject the citizen to loss of life and 1~:1":ss ~ • is about to 
him) and no other means is available ,._ hi hr 1 bf drafting 
obtain redress. UJ w 

O 
the citizen maJ 

Since eventually there will be h d.r 
demonstrators arrested in this area th un eds of anti-nr 
have to dismiss the charges against• mos~ ~~,~sted courts will 
that everyone is p1eading not guilty and dema :~ when they see 
appea1ing their convictions. As a matter of p~i , irial and 
war demonstrator can be guiit f nc P e, no anti-
right to protest the i1legal !ar~r exercising his constitutional 

On Demonstrations December 91 1967 

Dear Jerry, 

J,, G, and others told 
me of your arrest by the police 
goons and of the courage you and 
others displayed in the face ot the 
power structure's gestapo and their 
civilian claque, They will find that 
their repressive measures, far from 
suppressing the struggle against 
oppression, will intensify and escal­
ate 1t, Their arrest of you and the 
other anti-war demonstrators in Buf­
falo and all over the countl'J and 
the frame with those bogus charges 
in violation of your constitutional 
rights helps to dramatize our strug­
gle and provides examples ot cour­
age against overwhelming odds and 
intimidation for other activists to 
emulate, 

ances and p:~ro:h;!,,;~et~i:!p~;!n:scl~que i~ using city ord.1n-
be prepared to defend these right o our ega rights• we must 

;:::: r~ !~,,:1!!:ct~:i:l.trt:.;:::1~~~:tJ~:r!½!:~r1~::;-
we be led to slaughter in Vietna:Sa:. ~~:~rs~i!noe, :ot only will 
itarists wish to oppress people but the N c~s were the mil­
the complete control of the gov:rnment ~~:a:~~ !ill take over 
1v1st know what that will f • n every act­
incineration in the ovens.mean or us 4 n~ millions or others_ 

of Several weeks ago I saw in Time Magazine a photogra ~ 
Japanese anti-war demonstrators clashing with police in ToJ~ 
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1n a demonstration in front of the U.S. Embassy. Those demon­
strators came well-prepared and gave a good account of them­
selves. They wore crash and football helmets in addition to 
goggles and some type of gauze mask over their noses to keep 
the tear gas out of their eyes and lungs. They also had their 
signs and placards tacked to long stout poles which became 
effective clubs when the helmeted police attacked them, 
Demonstrations there have reached a high degree of sophisti­
cation, no doubt as a result of the many cracked heads, bruised 
faces and inf'lamed eyes and noses inflicted upon their ranks by 
the police goon squads. our ranks also will have to adopt these 
and other self-defense tactics against the escalating sadism 
being heaped upon us on orders from Washington. The rulers, 
seeing that the spreading wave of anti-war demonstrations will 
force them to get out of Vietnam, are determined to break the 
back of the anti-war movement at all costs. 

Since the war in Vietnam is unconstitutional - it 
was not declared by Congress as provided by article 1, section 
8 of the u.s. Constitution - and the Administration, despite 
nation-wide pleas, is determined to wage this illegal war and 
is employing all the powers and branches of government to block 
all challenges to it, no political or judicial means is avail­
able by which we can 1egallY obtain redress, Therefore, under 
the "Doctrine of Legitimacy of Purpose" (expounded, I believe, 
by Federal Judge Kaufman in New York about ten years ago in a 
ruling involving a case where persons deliberately violated a 
law or court injunction in order to obtain redress to a viola­
tion of their constitutional rights) the refusal to obey a 
police officer's order to cease exercising your constitutional 
right of freedom of speech, assembly and petition and the phy­
sical resistance to his attempt to prevent you by force from 
exercising these "preferred" rights is justifiable since no 
other means is available to stop the illegal war in Vietnam and 
prevent your being drafted illegally and being subjected to 

loss of life and liberty, 
I wish I could be out there with you fighting the 

common foe who has framed me on the bogus charges precisely 
because I sold and distributed anti-Vietnam War, Black Power 
and liberation literature. However, since the anti-war strug­
gle and the struggle of Afro-American people against oppression 
is precisely one and the same struggle, I hereby authorize you, 
Jerry, as chairman of my Defense Committee, to use any and all 
funds of my Committee for the purpose of bailing out any 
demonstrators working with you, 

January 24, 1968 
Imperialist Violence 

You can rest assured that they do not possess the 
means - even though they are applying the massive coercive 
power of the state - to subdue me, The oppressors will learn -
perhaps this spring when they find themselves fighting an 
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escalated war in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaya and 
Korea in addition to the escalated domestic struggle against 
those refusing to go and die in the unjust, undeclared war and 
those refusing to be oppressed in the nation's ghettos _ that 
their repressive measures only produce greater resistance from 
the people, that escalation of violence breeds escalation of 
self-defense measures against the violence, 

Legal Coercion Against Dissent February 16, 1968 

The swelling wave of dissent against the war has 
the racist-militarists so frightened that the consequences of 
their indicting Spock and the others have not yet gotten home 
to them. Instead of stopping or even slowing down the anti­
war movement, the latest repressive measures have done the 
opposite - they have dramatized the struggle even more and 
supplied us with free news media and the additional forum of 
the courtroom to bring to the masses the issues in their sharp 
perspective. Their latest repressive measures have gotten us 
more allies and sympathizers. Far from coercing and cowing us 
into abandoning our struggle, they have made us more determined 
than ever to not only continue our struggle but to escalate 
it to match the enemy's escalation of repressive measures, 

So you see, the fascist oppressors are in a hell 
of a situation here, similar to their predicament in Vietnam: 
their escalation of the War has been matched by the counter­
escalation of the Vietnamese people during the last three 
weeks (the weeks of the Tet Offensive). They may not be aware 
of it but escalation of the war in Vietnam and the repressive 
measures against the activists of the Black liberation move­
ment and the anti-war movement is hastening their defeat, All 
the fascist-racists are doing is speeding up the timetable by 
bringing these issues to a showdown more quickly. All we have 
to do is continue socking it to them harder and faster. The 
cumulative effects of the blows of millions of people fighting 
against war, racism and oppression will defeat them soon, 

Defeating the Oppressor February 17, 1968 

The racist-militarist power structure will find 
that their recent escalation of repressive measures against 
the anti-war and Black liberation movements is counter-pro­
ductive. Like the recent military consequences of their escal­
ation of the Vietnamese War, their stepped-up repressive mea­
sures will only hasten their defeat, 

Far from stopping the anti-war movement and coercing 
the rank and file and leadership into silence and non-activity , 
the recent indictments not only have galvanized our anti-war 
activity but have provided our position with massive news 
coverage which otherwise would not have been available to us, 
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f ersons who no longer 
The rising tide of millions O e~ will meeklY a.cqui-

1111.11 submit to oppression and. who ~~ ;
0
~~reign 1and to murder 

esce to being shipped 8,000 miles turn to be killed and 
e.nd. oppress 1 ts population anfi i~wn fr;m power the racis:-11eve 
ine,imed, will overwhelm and pu th leaders of our own who e 
Jllili tarists and replace them wi 
in peace and justice. 

for public scrutiny 
By challenging and exposingoppression employed by 

every unlawful and underhanded act ~f these methods and raising 
th.e rulers, I am alerting everyone o. ous legal poll ti cal and 
serious questions which will have t~~:i to be the' most effective 
Jlloral implications . I have found By challenging every un1aw­
method of fighting the oppres~t;ther overt acts in order to 
ful act you force him to. commi . 11 then be forced into a 
cover up his original crime, He w~ the original crime into two, 
d.efensive stance and will compoun al than one so he is then 
Two crimes are more difficult ~o con~: to attack and expose, 
more vulnerable. Now you ha~e fwot~~r crimes in order to continue 
thereby forcing him to commit ur 
his deception. 

ttern in my case, What started out as 
This is the pa the many being employed to silence 

another frame-up - one_ o~ 'litarist power structure - turned 
those opposing the racis -~i embarrassing struggle when the 
out to be a long, drawn out~ in his legal lynching, chose 
victim, instead of coopera ing ever unlawful act, thereby 
instead to fight and challenget th! defensive This is the 
forcing the would-be ~ynch:r;in~s itself in in' Vietnam, What 
same situation the U, • n? takeover of a small country by the 
started out6tot~~n:dc~~~st~ be an embarrassing, prestige-losing 
U.S. in 195, t , ilitary might by the resoluteness 
nefeat for this coun ri s ;he tables have turned and the U.S. 
f! !~! ~;et~:m~!~e~:~~e~·desperately trying to extricate 

itself. 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN, JUl Y 6, 1968 

'By WILLIAM WORTHY_ 
Until a year ago. Martin 

Sostre o{ Buffalo, N.Y. ':"as 
th e proud and dehant 
owner of the local Afro­
Asian Bookstore. 

Before that, he had been 
a Black Muslim - a re­
l i g i O u s-political convert 
while serving 14 y~ars m 
Attica, N.Y. state prison. 

Years before that he had 
been a youthful peddler of 
narcotics and had . entered 
tirison while in his early 
twenties. . . 

Today Martin Sostre ~s m 
another, New York prison, 

near Poughkeepsie, not far 
from Vassar College but . 
several hundred milts from 

bis Buffal<> home. . 
The charge: possession 

and sale of heroin. The sen­
tence this time: from 31 to 
41 years, plus 30 days. On 
the vehemently outspoken 
Sostre the judge imposed 
that extra month for sup­
posed contempt of court. 

••• 
RECENTLY at O'Hare 

Airport in Chicago I hap­
pened to run into the Har­
lem attorney who, earlier 
in this decade, helped Mar• 
tin Sostre establish the 

65 

legal right of Black Mus­
lims ti hold this o_wn r~­
ligious services behind pn­
aon walls. 

The wardens and state 
correction officials had a~ 
resisted vigorously, an~ it 
was an important First 
Amendment victory. Sostre 
himself did much of the 
legal work in the state ~nd 
federal courts after having 
studied law while in Attica 
State Prison. 

"Martin Sostre," said the 
lawyer as we talked be­
tween planes, "is the ~ost 
extraordinary personahty I 
have ever met. He operates 
somewhere in the area be-

I 

--
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tween 
genius." 

brilliance and 

• • • 
TO HIS FRIENDS and 

legal counsellors there is no 
question of Sostre's person­
al rehabilitation as a con­
sequence of his conversion 
to the puritanical Black 
Muslim faith. His friends 
say it is unthinkable for 
him ever to be involved a 
second time in the peddling 
of drugs. 

When Malcolm X in 1964 
parted company with the 
Muslims, Sostre, an admi­
rer of Malcoln,broke too. 

He worked for $146 a 
week in the Lackawanna 
steel plant, saved what he 
could, and solicited and 
borrowed additional money 
to open the Afro-Asian 
Bookstore in the Buffalo 
ghetto. 

Shortly before his arrest 
last year he gave up his 
steel plant job and was de­
voting 14 hours a day to the 
store which, without any 
pretense, was highly poli­
tical and radical. 

He sold the writings of 
Stokely Carmichael, Mal­
colm X, Robert F . Wil­
liams, LeRoi Jones, James 
Baldwin, Richard Wright 
and others. 

From foreign continents 
he imported such periodic­
als as China Reconstructs, 
African Opinion and Peking 
Review. 

He sponsored classes in 
black nationalism and col­
ored history. 

• • • 
LATE LAST June, short­

ly before Newark and Det­
roit erupted, Buffalo had its 
own racial upheaval. In 
subsequent testimony be­
fore Senator Eastland's In­
ternal Security Subcom­
mittee, Police Commissio­
ner Felicetta blamed Sostre 
for the trouble. 

At the height of the riot, 
according to passerby, 
firemen used the pretext of 
a fire next door to sack the 
bookstore and to turn their 

hoses on the literature 
shelves. Not book burning, 
but book watering. 

Nevertheless, Sostre reo­
pened the store, only to be 
raided at midnight two 
weeks later. He was ar­
rested and beaten up. Orig­
inally he was held in $50,-
000 bail on the heroin 
charges as an alleged sec­
ond offender. Charges of 
arson and rioting were 
dropped. 

Even when bail was re­
duced to $12,500 cash, he 
could not raise that sum 
and remained in jail for 
eight months until his 3-day 
trial in March. 

One cop testified that the 
same Sostre who didn't 
have the money to bail 
himself out of jail had been 
making $5,000 a week from 
selling narcotics. 

••• 
THE MARTIN Sostre De­

fense Committee in Buffalo 
labels his case "one of a 
chain of frame-ups." 

They cite what they call 
a nationwide pattern of le­
gally harassing in the free­
dom movement those with 
leadership qualities and 
charisma: 

H. Rap Brown, who will 
be tied up in bail bonds, 
trials and appeals for sev­
eral more years Cleveland 
Sellers, long an activist in 
SNCC in the South; the 
New Haven militants wh') 
are accused of conspiring 
to dynamite public build­
ings and to overthrow the 
local government; Huey 
Newton of the Black Pan­
thers in Oakland, Califor­
nia; Max Stanford of Phila­
delphia; and author-activist 
Eldridge Cleaver, who was 
just released from a Cali­
fornia prison after a judge 
ruled his parole had been 
recently revoked for purely 
political reasons· 

• •• 

BUFF ALO IS, of course 
a n _exceptionally con'. 
s.ervative northern indust­
rial community. The pat­
tern of repression there 
tends to be more una­
bashed than one might ex­
pect in the Empire State. 

If Martin Sostre is even 
half the remarkable person 
that all who know him say 
he is - and I myself do not 
know him - his removal at 
this time from the Buffalo 
ghetto and the closing of 
his bookstore will be a 
serious intellectual setback 
to the local movement, 
even if a year or two from 
now the higher courts re­
lease him from prison. 

A setback, yes. But by no 
means a final defeat. The 
British, French and other 
colonialists tried similar 
methods to crush Afro­
Asian independence move­
ments . In the end, the Eu­
rope:m powers probably 
deepened and e~tended re­
volutionary anti-colonial 
militancy by these meth­
ods , and hastened their own 
violent expulsion from the 
colonies. 

• • • 
HERE IN the United 

States, there is no logical 
reason to expect a qualita­
tively different end product 
from the accelerating era 
of racial repression. 

The future, they say, 
comes with the same de­
gree of violence which is 
used against it. 

In Buffalo, the cops who 
r a i d e d Martin Sostre' s 
bookstore and beat him up 
may well have created 
more teen-age revolutio­
naries and more urban 
guerrillas than would the 
b o o k s of ideology that 
Sostre used in his classes 
and sold to his customers 
to eke out a precarious liv­
ing. 
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"It's terrible th and th . at the crooks are on the 
e good people 1.n the jails." outside 

-- Mae Mallory 

e ope his 1.deolog · · • "Malcolm X dev 1 d . . 
you are faced with nothin yin Jail. In jail 
sonment, and th1.·s . g but the bare facts of impri· 

is exactly ht h -
facing on the outsid I w a t e Black masses are 
the universities of ~h Blwould say that the jails are e ack masses." 

Kathleen Cleaver 

"For Black militant . the experience of . . s, experience in jail parallels 
have in the ghetto~~r,risonment which the Black masses 

-- Bobby Seale 
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Letters From Green Haven Prison 

Within one-half hour after hiS sentencing, Martin 
Sostre was shipped off to Attica Prison near Batavia, N.Y., 
the site of his previous 12 year imprisonment. He remained 
there only overnight and then was rushed by prison authorities 
to Green Raven Prison in Stormville, N.Y. (outside of 
Poughkeepsie). Besides desiring to get Martin as far away 
from his Defense committee as possible, it seems likely that 
the authorities wished to prevent Martin from taking advantage 
of the relationships and respect that he had developed during 
his prevl.ous term at Attica. It was Sostre who organized and 
led the legal struggle at Attica which eventually resulted in 
a Supreme Court ruling that Muslim services were to be allowed 
in the prison. And this was onlY one facet of a constant 
fight which Martin had waged at Attica on behalf of his fellow 
inmates against the brutality and dehwnanizing qualities of 

the American penal system. 
The following are a few excerpts from Martin's 

recent correspondence which show that even the three days in 
"the h ole" when he first arrived at Green Haven have not suc­
ceeded in breaking him. He is filled with hope -- confident 
of the inevitable victory of the forces of liberation over 
those who unrelentingly oppress the vast masses of this 

planet 's humanity. 

May 12, 1968 

I am glad that the Afro-Asian Bookshop in Exile is 
successful. Besides the income it brings in for our 1egal 
expenses, it is a sower of seeds in the struggle against the 
power structure, Don't worry about their attempt to silence 
me with the ~1 year sentence; it won't hold up in the appeal 
courts. There are more constitutional errors than you can 

shake a stick at. 

May 22, 1968 

Only by a complete awareness of what the entire 
struggle is and what role everyone is playing, namely, who is 
on our side and who is on the enemy's side, can we successfully 
oppose those trying to oppress and oppose us. Feeling sorry 
f or those about to destroy us is a sure sign that we are 
vulnerable and if we don't "tighten up", not onlY will we be 
tricked through our misplaced emotions, but we are subject to 
being used by the crafty enemy against our own comrades. Just 
before my trial a new inmate was placed on my floor in Erie 
County Jail and he informed me that _____ had been spreading 
the rumor in the Afro community that he knew for a fact that 
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I was selling dope! No doubt his "white masters" had him do 
this to alienate the Afro-American community from my cause and 
prevent them from coming to my aid. 

May 28, 1968 

There is no doubt in my mind whatsoever that I will 
be out soon, either having my appeal reversed in the courts 
or by being liberated by the universal forces of liberation, The 
fact that the militarists of this country are being defeated 
in Vietnam and are already engaged with an escalated rebellion 
at home by the oppressed Afro-American people and their white 
allies are sure signs that the power structure is on its way 
out. They are now in their last days and soon they won't be 
able to oppress anybody because they themselves will be before 
the people's courts to be punished for their crimes against 
humanity as were the German war criminals at Nuremberg, 

June 5, 1968 

Since this is a political case it must be fought on 
a political level and all the issues must be brought out, 
Otherwise, we will be going along with the ruling class's 
program and acquiesing in the lynching. Of course, they would 
like to omit the fact that they had the Afro-Asian Bookshop 
under surveillance and that I was originally charged with riot 
and arson; that they took books and personal documents in the 
raid; that I was made the scapegoat for the June rebellion, 
etc. If they can suppress these facts - the political aspects 
of the case - then Geraldine and I will emerge as common dope 
peddlers and our defense of the politically motivated frame-up 
will be nullified, This is why the court struggled so hard to 
try to force me to accept the court-appointed attorneys (even 
having me committed to pressure me) knowing that the attorneys 
would abandon the political aspects and "fight the case" - if 
it can be called "fighting" - according to the court's program 
and rules. In the Spock case, by precluding the issue of the 
legality of the War, the court has effectively deprived the 
defendents of their defense since the legality of the War is 
the issue. It is like denying one who has killed an intruder 
inhis home - in defense of his family - of the right to show 
that the deceased was an intruder, and instead, limiting the 
defendent's defense to the sole issue of whether or not he 
killed the deceased. Yes, they are very vicious, but people 
are waking up. The frame-up of the RAM defendents whose trial 
has started in Queens County should further wake the people 
up. Answer soon and let everyone know that I am "standing 
firm". 
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June 24, 1968 

r·es are taking advantage 
It looks like the reactio~~r~ugh 1aws curtailing 

of the Kennedy assassination to ram d increasing the power 
individual liberties of the peop~~ ~nthe police and prosecutors. 
of the guardians of t~e ~tatus frol" bill, the police now 1:ave 
Under the guise of~ cr~me con, privacy through wiretapping 
1ega.l sanction for invad~ngdo~~a~ements (including th~se ex­
and using illegally ob~aine as evidence against the victim, 
tracted in police stations) t nstitutional guarantee 
in violation of t1:e_4th_amendmen co 
against self-incrimination. f the present rebellion 

Fear of the second p~~s!h~ch things are now evolving 
of militants - the armed phase ·s1ation in a futile attempt to 
- is motivating gun control.t~g~ll other measures designedr1oe 
disarm the people, But as wi 1 not succeed. It will back r 
stem the tide of change, it wilk tin guns created and nour­
and merely expand the black mar_en and domestic gun manufac­
ished by the profit-hungry foreigthe increased self-defense 
turers who want to capitaliZ~ o~ease stems, of course,_from 
needs of the oppressed. The inc being unleashed on militants 
the vicious repressive me~s~r~; unfettered police goon squads, 
b the more and more comp e e ments - "no-knock", "stop­
T!ken together, thes~ n~w dev!~lssion in evidence of podl~ce 
and-frisk"' police wire. aps, . ations, "anti-crime" an gun 
induced statements and ident~fiacti·on and Rockefeller's bid to w rren's resign control" bills, a 11 , Right-wing takeover! 
buy the presidency - spe · 
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Letters From Green Haven to Attorney Joan Franklin 

May 22, 1968 

With intelligent ad your secretary and Mae a n capable persons such as · 
New Africa in its first ::!sting and guiding the Republi!ou, 
genoe as a potent world pow~;•i!t!s!:~!~.development and e:~r-

Your assistance i th certain defeat r n e prosecution or 
to destroy me vi!rt:!~rf~;:;::_:ower structure's ~t:~::!t~:lls 
being increasingly employed.._ th legal lynching - a tactic 
part of its futile u.1 e alarmed power stru t 
~litants who acti..:r;~

0
;~ ~~=troy and intimidate ;l~r:1::k• 

e world-wide struggle tor ti oppression or our people But 
Afro-American struggle is me:1 o:11 liberation - ot which.the 
present momentum over a period Yr part - having developed i ts 
~d~ppression, will certainly !otc:t~ies or grinding slavery 

r ess or what desperate means th sopped or even slowed re­e oppressors employ. 

I consider JQ'Self f t and the forces or liberation w~~ ~te in having you and Mae 
corner. You have my 

1 
c you both represent in 

and poli t1cal strugJ~mp I e~:i;rust and confidence in this ~gal 
~r !aw, confinement, l~ck or ac!:::::e: trt JlfY limited knowledge 
ac ual data precludes me from 

O 
egal materials and 

~ert, as I mentioned when you~;~~~ Y1oua has I would like. How-
s or my ability. • 8 11 aid you to the 

As soon as I obtain th I shall send them to you I ha elrest or the minutes or trial 
have the rest of the ;rs ve a ready made arrangements to 
underlying affidavit,~~o~t~ncluding the search warrant and 
next visit I shall give you theo~:• etc. - sent to you. On your 
I previously mentioned Except f cords in my possession which 
which I will reserve f~r your viortoonfidential communications -
via mail of all developments id:as; l'lrl keep you informed 
search, etc. • n rui ts of my legal re-

Give my regards and thank t Rob is to "stand firm" fort s o Mae and my message to 
the liberation of our• o he escalation or the struggle tor 
stand. Regards also topeBer~; §~~s the correctness of his 
the family and comrades of our bro::e~~ ;~17• condolences to 
whose murder shall not be forgotten. o UJ Hutton of Qakl and 

In closing, I reiterate my all of New Africa and support for the sta d egianoe to the Republic 
and Cabinet. My message to them is t n or its Prime Minister 
national liberation. The racist owe~ ::calate the struggl e for 
the blows of the forces of libeJti thructure is reeling from 
press harder than ever now and go -~~l t:ew!!l~ over. Let ' s 
closer today than it was ~esterda Y for victory is ., y . 

June 10, 1968 

~ 1ou for your letter of May 31 informing me of 
the list of' 1aWJers in the Butfalo-Roehester-Syraouse area for 
Geraldine Robinson. was glad to hear about the Chioago oonven­
t1on of the Republic of New A.frioa and your plans to visit me 
after June 17th. Bea list of legal publications. I didn't 
think that u.s. t,aw Week was that ex~nsive. I believed the sub­
scription was in the neighborhood ot $25 or $30 a year. $121 is 
too expensive. My Committee has sent me a subscription to the 
o,s. Supreme court Reports at $10 a year. Finances being what 
they are, I won't be able to afford many essential items, bUt 
I 'll man,ige. Res 1awyer for Geraldine. Geraldine's main problem 
1s not so 11ll1Ch obtaining an attorney, since she has been resist-
1US t he court's appointment of counsel. Her problem is obtaining 
a change of venue to Kings or New York County wh ere she can 
obtain a fair and impartial trial. The reason I was forced to 
def end. myself 11 because the original attorneys t hat the Com­
uttee obtained tor the defense withdrew from the case because 
of the political pressure of the power structure in t h.at racist 
town. A.11 of the 3udges, the District Attorney's off ice and t he 
Police and Sheriff Department are determined to oonvict us and 
make an exuple of us in order to terrorize and coerce the 

Black m.111 tants of Buffalo. 
!am now finishing an application for Geraldine to 

be submitted to the Appellate Division for an order pursuant to 
Seot1on J47, CCP to stay the trial to permit her to f1le appli­
cation t or removal (J44, J46, CCP} on grounds that a fair and 
1•-pe.r t 1al trial cannot be bad in Erie county. I will send 7ou 
a copy tor 7our review and suggestions. 

Rea Kennedy assassination. Right-wing fascists are 
using t his to disarm the people, pass laws curtailing constitu­
tional rights and turn back the rising tide of militanc7 among 
25 million Atro...Amer1oans and a111es. ·we must be vigilant and 
escalate our preparedness to prevent the planned takeover by 
right-wing elements. Victory will be ours. 

June 28, 1968 

On June 24, I sent a letter via certified mail to 
JOU containing three legal documents , namely, 1) a oop7 ot 
Ind1ctllent #3)508 entitled PEOPLE, ETC. VS. MARTIN SOSTBE AND 
GERALDINE ROBINSON, 2} a motion tor stay of tria1 pending 
application for removal entitled PEOPLE, ETC. VS. MARTIN SOSTRE 
AND GERALDINE ROBINSON and 3) an order of the Appellate Division 
4-th Depe.rtm.ent dated March 7, 1968 entit1ed MARTIN SOSTBE VS. 
TUTUSKA, SHERIFF OF BRIE coUNTY. 

The next da7, June 25, I was sWIDlloned to the Warden's 
office where he told ae that the motion tor stay of tria1 
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pending application tor removal would not be allowed to leave 
the prison. He further told me that I was practising law with­
out a law degree by sending you the motion with Geraldine Rob­
inson's name on it. Although I pointed out to him that not only 
was Miss Robinson my co-defend.ant (involved in my oase making 
unavoidable mentioning her in all my papers related to events 
and facts in the case) but I was sending those papers to you, 
my attorney - not Miss Robinson. Even if I had sent them to her 
that still would not be a violation of any penal law, rules or 
regulations of the prison or the Correction Law. The Warden 
also told me that he would not give me your latest letter and 
that he would not allow you to bring a secretary on your next 
visit. 

He then placed me 1n "segregation" (see Correction 
Law Section 140) and took all of my legal papers, law books and 
all property. The only one I am now allowed to write to is you, 
my attorney. 

Only yesterday did I receive some or my legal papers 
and books back but they are still withholding important docu­
ments and notes which are essential to my doing research and 
prosecuting my appeal and other legal motions. 

This obstruction of my mail to and from you, my 
attorney, and the deliberate obstruction and confiscation of 
that important legal document is a violation of my constitution­
al and civil rights and I will challenge this under the Civil 
Rights Act inasmuch as the reason for the obstruction was to 
conceal acts of racism and racial oppression being perpetrated 
upon me and our people. 

I would like to see you as soon as possible so that 
I may discuss this and other issues with you and so that I may 
give you the minutes of pre-trial proceedings and other documents 
that I mentioned in my previous letters. 

Jul7 9, 1968 

I am still under the same conditions described to 
you in my letter dated June 28, 1968 - namely, being oppressed 
and subjected to unusual punishment solely because I malled to 
you the legal document dealing with the political and racial 
aspects in my case which the authorities here did not want to 
become known to you and the NAACP. 

Although I received a rew days ago the order we were 
expecting from the Appellate Division 4th Department allowing 
the appeal to be prosecuted on typewritten briefs (five copies ) 
and directing the Erie County Clerk to send me a copy of the 
transorlpt of the trial and further providing that the appeal 
be placed on the Court Calendar only when the briefs and record 
are filed, I am unable to send 1t to you for fear that it may 
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fisoated as was the legal document 
also be obStructed and con d to my letter to you of June 4, 1968. 
which I sent to you atta( che 11 as the minutes of the pre-trial 
I will give it to you as we revious letters) when you visit 
proceedings I •enti oned in my p 
me. 

revented from doing research on my 
I am also being P . hholdi from me most of my 

appeal because these people are wit rva~ Law Review which I 
law books - including issu~s 0 ~;~e :tea, copies of legal docu­
reoeived last month - legs. pate They are even withholding 
ments pertaining to ~l~as!;t: Dictionary, necessary for my 
from me my Websters bo eghgt to prison from Erie County Jail. 
legal work, which I t"OU 

1 last letter, the warden 
As I mentioned to you n my te to me All these 

would not give me the 1ast letter yo!e~~n rove it No one else 
actions are motivated b1 racism a~drestrictions for.the reason 
1s sub3ected to this oppress on1o "practising law without a 
he is using to oppress me• i nam:hi! in court as well as his in­
law degree•. I am challen

1
g,.!S ithholding my legal materials 

terrerence with my appea "'J w t 
and his subjecting me to unusual pun1shmen • 

I am being held in virtual incommunicado. I am not 
-permitted to write my familyiuntil a~~r a!hir;!ir-Y~he T~!J:!Y 
one I am pen! tted to write s you. ' 1 e it to 
has obstructed your last lettfer a~~!:~ ~:i:s:~~ot~~ was all 
me. He read me one sentence rom b3 ted to this 
he wanted me to know• No other 1nme.te 1s su ec ed now 
treatment. This oppression an~hraci:: ~:~~t::ai!:~ent is 
and brought out in the open. " en 111 be ome 
subpoenaed, the real reason for its obstruction w c 
manifest to all.. 

July 11, 1968 

Although I wrote you yesterday I am writing again 
today so as to enable you to follow the sequence of events and 
circU11stances which are forming a definite pattern too unmis­
takable to be denied and substantiating the proposed action 
I mentioned in my previous letters. 

Today, July 11th, I was informed b1 the Principal 
Keeper that I had two prison infractions against me, !here~~on 
I was taken out ot my cell to a room where they held cour 
and I was eharged with having in the property they had wit bhel~d 
from me a letter belonging to another inmate and further charg 
with writing to Jeanette Merrill under my sister's name.~ 
explaining to them that my sister's address 1s Leticia Sos re, 
e/o E. Merr111,wh1ch is already on record, proved una~iling 
and I was punished to 90 days 1·oss of good time and IIfY 
sister removed trom my writing 11st. I am thus, no longer per­
mitted to write to her. I am being systematically cut off from 
all contacts in the outside world and in the prison. 
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The occasion of the second printing of Letters From Prison, less than a year 
after the first, provides an opportunity for a shortsiiiiiiiiing-up of the inter­
vening develoµnents in the struggle. Martin is still in solitary confinenent 
as of this writing. He has been there since June 25, 1968, He has not been 
allowed to write or speak to anyone except his appeal attorney, Joan Frankl in 
and attorneys from the National Emergency Civil Liberties Colllllittee. Press 
coverage in both the bourgeois and 1 iberation newspapers has increased during 
the past year. On February 7, 1969, Governor Nelson Rockefeller made one of 
his infrequent visits to Buffalo for a staged "Town Meeting." He was totally 
unprepared for the demands for freedom for Martin which "greeted'' him through­
out the stormy session. 

On February 22, a large dsnonstration was held outside Nelson Rockefeller's 
offices in New York City dsnanding freedom for Martin. 

The Afro-Asian Bookstore-in-Exile, manned by student activists at the Univer­
sity of Buffalo, has, since its inception in April 1968, continued Martin's 
work of distributing 1 iberation 1 iterature. On April 15, the Student Polity, 
official student governnent at the University of Buffalo, passed a resolution 
expressing solidarity with Martin Sostre and dsnanding permanent material 
facilities for his bookstore on the campus. 

In general, interest in the case has been on the upswing for over a year. At 
a May Oay rally in Buffalo, "Free Martin Sostre - Free Huey Newton" banners 
were proudly carried. Communications have been received from all over the 
U:S· and several foreign countries. This new printing and the coming publica­
t1on of another MSDC pamphlet, Martin Sostre in Court, will -- we hope -­
further accelerate the interestaii'dsupport for tfiTslirave 1 iberation fighter , 

-- 5 May 1969 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED -- NOW ! 

DI enc~ose $ for Defense Committee work in behalf of Martin Sostre 
and h1s co-defendant, Mrs, Geraldine Robinson. 

DI pledge $ ___ on or before 
□ ------

I enclose $ __ for copies of BOSTOfl GLOBE reprint by !Im . Horthy (see pg .6) 
(10¢ each; 12 for 'sT:'oo; SC' for $3,50; 100 for $6.00) 

0 ! enclose. $ __ for copies of "LETTERS FROM PRISON" (an insight 
~nto Mar)t1n Sostre the man through his highly articulate 76-page 
Journal at $1.00 per copy, plus 25¢ for mailing. 

(please print) 

NAME (Mr.• Mrs., Miss) 

ADDRESS --------------
CITY ___________ STATE ________ ZIP ___ _ 

MARTIN -SOSTRE DEFENSE -COMMITTEE 
P.O. Bt>x 382~ Elllco~t S~ation 
lluffa1o, New York 14205 

Gerald J. Gross~ Chainnan Mrs.. Jeanett~ Merri 11 , Secretary 




