


Letters From Prison

a compilation of Martin Sostre's correspondence
from Erie County Jail, Buffalo, New York
and Green Haven Prison, Stormville, New York

prepared by the Philosophical Society

itgteBUnizersity of New York at Buff;)m
«0. Box 45, Norton Union L fain Street

Buffalo, New York 1421k $iio0 R Stres

0_cooperation with
Committee, P,Ofwégh the Martin Sostre Der

Buffalo, New York ?uggé. Ellicott Statiéﬁ’.“

v—'—_——'

il

1IN




First Printing - July 1968
Second Printing - May 1969

Labor Donated

solute people in Vietna
against the common oppressor
I consider myself a Black Viet Cong,

— Martin Sostre

____;




"I was born and raised in Harlem and

the streets: the orators of 126th ‘ml?légo:ntl;;‘,::tlg;d ::hor
African Memorlial Bookshop (upon which my bookshop in Buf;al
was patterned) and those of 116th and 7th; the picketing :
agitation, uprisings and gang fights, I am a high sohool'
drop-out having completed two years of high school - Textile
High School on 18th Street in New York City,

*"I.ike Brother Malcolm X, I tried to educate myself in prison,
I became a Muslim in Attica Prison because 1ts Black Natlone
alist tenets appealed to me; it was similar to the Black
Nationalism I had picked up in Harlem as a kid listening to
the speakers in front of the Black Bookshop on 125th Street
and reading about Marcus Garvey. However, when I got out of
prison and saw that the Muslim movement was not the revolu-
tionary Black Nationallsm that our youth was following and
that the Muslim movement was 8o alienated from the Black

masses, I gave 1t up,

"While in Attica Prison, I became a student of law - consti-
tutiznnl. international and New York State Law,” (Martin falls
to mention here any of the frults of his study of law but a
partiocularly important one recommends itself, While he was §
still a prisoner in Attica, it was Martin who waged the lega
struggle which resulted in a court ruling allowling Muslim

religious services inside the prison, Ed,

Geraldine Robinson and her five children are the
other six victims in the vicious frame-up which is described
in the present pamphlet, The Martin Sostre Defense Committee
1s completely devoted to Geraldine's struggl> and we are
determined to continue the battle until both Martin and
Geraldine are free,
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Sostre in Solitary

His friends swear that black radical
Martin Sostre has been framed by
Buffalo avthorities as part of Amer
ica’s colonialist suppression of black
revolution.

Story by William Worthy

This 4-page magazine f

Largest Nf'w:pap"

Buffalo police mug shots of Sostre

UNT]L July 14, 1967, Martin Sostre of

Buffalo, New York was the proud and de
fiant owner of the local Afro-Asian Book
Store

Before that, he had been a Black
Muslim—a religious-political convert while
serving 12 yeass in Attica New York state
prison.

Years before that, he had been a youth-
ful peddler of narcotics and had entered
prison while in his twenties.

Today Martin Sostre, age 44, is in Green
Haven State Prison near Poughkeepsie

eature in the Boston Globe’s Sunday supplement

was the only mass-media article to appear on Sostre.

Reprints available from the

Martin Sosire Defense Committee
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And, at this very moment, while the academicians, hermeti-
cally sealed in the sterile and lifeless chambers where they
their reactionary studies, snicker to themselves at the idea
vating ﬂartin Sostre above Socrates, the oppressed all over
:re rising up in a total affirmation of the position which
Sostre and other revolutionary thinkers of this era espou.

snicker!

ward and be honored by the future generations of man.
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Martin Sostre’s Appeal Attorney

Miss Joan Franklin
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$1,000 Is Raised to Ajd Negro
Leader Jailed P('n 25,000 Budil

i adlel vkt

BUFFALO — A defense com-|
e¢ which has already raised
« $1000 has been formed to
i 1 Martin Sostre, militant Negro

vho has begun his seventh
mor

S 11l because he could
1 se $25000 bail, was arrest-
¢ t J on what he called

ony ireotics and  assault
C |

When : i|

vas arrested, he told|

v real ‘crime’ in the|
lo’s racist rulers is
I made my Afro - Asian
Lor¢ information center

tion to the ghetto’s

1067

Leaflets Day Sostre
Vietim of F -ame-Up

a lribave

Felicetta Tells HCUA
Extreme Left Groups
Led Sostre Protest

Buffalo Evening News Bureau

WASHINGTON, June 21—An extreme leftist grogs
played a prominent role in the campaign to amu.s:-s
port for a black nationalist agitator who was bcin-g :-.»'
in Buffalo as a narcotics seller, Buffalo Police ("cr?;r.c.

'sioner Frank N. Felicetta told the House Committee s

Un-American Activities Thursday.

Commissioner Felicetta testi-
fied that the arrest and trial of |
Martin Sostre last year was fol-
lowed by daily picketing of the
courtroom and jail and by dis-|
tribution of leaflets in his be-|
half by persons conmected with|
the Buffalo Youth Against War
& Fascism (YAWF).

Judge Denies Sostre Motion

Grand Jury
Will Get
Riot Case
police to Skip
City Court

INTRODUCTION

- ¢ sl
the Journal of the Ph}losoph}:\i
f New vork at puffalo 15: d(:tVOu
rtin G- Sostre;
fortunately 1ittle-known struggle :ivt;iz: i es s unly
to the un . = Scioue
b i i cials during
~k bookstore pI’Op!‘le e i |
?i:‘ﬂ}:i %; federal, state and local r§c1s s - 28 o

Black rebellion of June -~

This year's edition of

Society of the State University ©

] 5 t b Martin
Through 2 compilation of the magyfii;zeﬁzmiittee% o ends,
i s the Martin sostre Deté C i e
sy membgtt iial staff of the Journal has.been dble,??c
ol f what happened during those 4ay®
struggle to free Maf i
his analyses of

from
and family, the € :
construct the essential story z 2 egal
ths oif L
o s su?siiiznzfmﬁgrtin's political acumelnl,
also, to give 2 pict 1a1 B# : : i
the profound social and political issue of our time
Martin Sostre operated the Afro-Asian Bookstore o" L
j = il a
son Avenue in the heart of the ghetto. Jefferson 185 It?Ee ia 2 o a%
where the many white-owned shops and stores loot the ac p%ii;«.:u—
day and night as they E° up and down the Avenue, fresh from‘ be E 5
per—rxyloited in Buffalo's steel mills, sweat shops, and SUV‘Jr.Jd S
homes of the rich. It was among these unfortunate and oppressec lit
t1e" people that Martin Sostre became known as 2 leader and militant

spokesman for Black Emancipation.

P ¢
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bookstore with a friend. Both of us were active in the Philosop
cal Society and in Youth Against War and Fascism on campus. At
time, the Philosophical Society was conducting a seminar at the cam-
us on the philosophy of People's China and we wanted to purchase
some books related to this subject. Martin's bookshop was the only
place in town where you could get books on this and other ''contro-
versial” subjects that were written by other than hostile commenta-

I first met Martin sometime in 1966 when I went to hi
o

T . I - A th C ‘t tors. After visiting the store on many subsequent occasions -- and
For rial In notner our N after Martin came to understand that we ourselves were seriously in-
' - Crederick M Charges of alson'a;- 1 volved in the struggle, especially in street demonstrations against
County udase reaeric i ing . ag inst @ ! th 3 2 . . ) )
l\' rsh rrlu:ed oday to dis citing a riot aga Fridas he W'%r in VI‘E"Fnam and in support of Black liberation -- we became
Marshai e lay t . who was arrested FI good friends with Martin.

1:f self [ residing | s lo vading
SRAae gULLETING (R e
|over the Narcolics==at I | o2 5 3 F nonth s £ ) . . "
\ | fio n L]yt moil alws =
"~1 rt Sastre. operater ol the lf!b'LlIL"~l -ders \'1141 be {aken tional sit -He‘-A‘Wdys en:loyed d:}SCuss;ng Gurrent eVents, the interna-
| African-A s i a n Bockstore, L Martin Sostre senrenced Side dISOTCEL lg.r nd jury TR t‘hatlon’ Black and Asian history, literature and political
| ek - -ectly the grand J= hilosophy. | : A K iticadi
| Jefferson Ave o 31-41 years. Hurried ro dl“.kﬂ}hif) Chief, Micnaet & in-r f{)p y. We thought highly of Sostre as an intellectual and it
| The rcquest was made DY Attica within Rnour aof 2Ef | A5 told The Co was clear that he was also an activist of unusual alert s And
Gostre, who has insisted on de-| ncing. Aty Clarence Ma- oy Tt e litical perception. Martin's favorit s o
| feuding himself before the cour. | tencing. ained for appeal the Afro Freedom Fi ' ! orite subject was the bookshoy d
] wish to request that you dis-y loney tetal ir. Sostre’s T T om Fighter, a mimeographed ghetto community : .
qualily yourself you Rre, and case of Mr. ‘(";'ald— whi ‘...43'.;1:1 uncompromisingly WEell 1t Yike it d . ity newspapel
| yothing but a racial bigot m\ co-defendant Mrs. Ger ceived N ce it is," that he ha

| judicial robes,’” the defendant Sostre
' {oid Judge Marshali today |

Sostre said the fact that ‘‘not
one other person in Erie County

ine Robinson. Martin o
Defense Committee, '}’, U .
Box 382 Ellicott Sranon,N.i
142050 = Funds needed

- n i l.gt Xxistence, .1 to A
o) and was about to brlrg nto e nce ] e S ) o - no
1 (=) S 00

economically a burden, was i
economicall) - gradually b ing |
t,tv‘.sued Black youth of the communitg. e e

They were often in the

alking to Martin or : = tawe

' 7 { P g o reading a book B i -n store,

Jail has $25,000 bail proves Y., 1% ) next 4 for the safety @ very much abou or just browsing : :

that you @are usiog me af a immeadiately. Story ;lnronr(;nanu in the casé t*vi a;d‘aabout the youth. He wanted to provide ]‘;?3“ it
i scapegoal.” reek. i T been il program, to t . 1em with a per

| S abfescnx *o the bail, Sostre we {hat their lives had » to teach them to think, learn, inquire i {C‘ and
s C into

question everythi
told the court "1 wouldn't leave ened. ything.

| Buffalo Buffalo 1s my homet ‘I,
iwant to ho here when Detroit!
'\cnmos to Ruffalo.”

and
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dowever, teachi

N - C ning th

| 3 ) € youn :

ular r - g to

among those who want totilnk for themsely
= e

M
Martin Sost e . €8 ha
S0Stre was P thin has <« Committee:- A
not to escape t 85 the same . A e very beginning-
he wrath of S nstone case from the y - 1as8
those wy, rThis has been a Louc Martin BY the white middle-clas®
the betrayal of Mar mis_leaders of

sned above, ~tablishment
. _3icals and DY the €S

= v\sel'j\JC,—rJAlvd 4 e er bers (o)
® media of his gop. ”.‘dum;ur‘;r,y is extremely significant- Ifovg by the
Prisoner's inspiripg the Blac” from time to time: peen confronted BJ

: . 1 : cals'" who
ning machi 2 ttee have, : : £ 1f-styled nyadica
nat s ~-uise of s€ : o
ions of sor in the 8 >€ efforts to give revolutlonmb’

Oou are a
S?O; ??ut to read through the n £ the Defense
tory of a Black political unofficial

extreme brutality and cun

ppressor: the

.'“-I‘.Lire raC'if‘t X

E y e oY . 1S5 bl _b . . from

regated r hern 3 ’ g-buslness : ] e e sk

hina 2 _A_lortn@,u industrial cit _rullng clique of ty agent® = . to dissuade us from Ou 8

inq I which so little is t Y. It is a story of th his naye sought tO S5 . e Al el T emongeTS

*ist £ 1 le 1s told by the official e frags. aid and support to Mir ln;fficially e fhe B essor e
preg es who seek tO better

r' . 8 I American society . and el
) \8 perhaps the wmost y but which -- more and more unzftl;;é. everywhere so eager
e m t -= stand

ts down the Black people and poor whit

8 "f'[,;\b

£ the world by the

' » k oS ruthless a N
S '.r‘.‘,v‘ 5f betrayal == of rtlieszsz]i-i iev:.ce of the oppressor, S - miserable lot -- who slaughters the poor O
""- \‘.A ‘.(‘A,"‘—;A x.",i: white liberals and pseLI:o izgizgﬁortuglst sell- -7\-‘:. '“\ ‘;‘“n they dare defy his authority.
5 Sostre calls them. It i -radicals and by "local ‘ e
St et E“"}rsecutiontb;SrZZZtigigz Offw%tc.h-hunt aid Pzg?: our position has always been the unconditlor}ai qef)effce(:}a
h ' insting of contveversial “ooks andy officials who, fearing any Black man, woman or child being lynched by the racn.i' mci ries =8
e hings, the emancipation of the pamphlets that discussed, though that mob pe the very same men who‘own and.rule this ;id__ »_
) ippressed the answer to pOisonou; rap?oi afld ?Ppressed of the We uphold every man's right to 2 fair tI"lal by his own PeopLe rm:‘;
: business-controlled mass media with KKK :ial flctlgns spewed by peers -- and expose and condemn the racist mob. Fuzt!lxer’r weq\jp:;;.m .
f ist tactics. In essence, then, this is thy e, police state and basic right of the oppressed Black people t? re ellébalnvv(: tr:
it 1f which -- in the hands of ra(’:ist i € SFOI"y.Of state power ditions. We know that no one man can cause a rebe 10? —'iy Ma
big-business bosses =-- means "pig—cop"‘brutaiilg()ll;lclans and their ‘.)rxlcin.’.xllz charged -- not even as t_)rllllant? anc}I djr-lamlthd
ynchings, ka garoo-style court AR i _y&. I.‘amefups‘,_legél . r as !T‘artm Sostre. In-blamlng 1nd1v1d1.1als 11ke‘lart1n,~ t e_ v
ynd even mi destroying drugs t; t;e S , judicial intimidation ruling racists are only seeking to cover their own c.:rlmes of Loo§1n5
5 1 g oppressed Black masses. the very lives of America's Black people. To the liberals, pseudo-
My subsequent e S R =4 radicals and pseudo-socia}ists thes:e' glementary principles of human
mmittee has given me a Dricel.:ss educati 1I‘m2n of Harterts ok Pt kit i e i BeRLE
ruthless y,ﬁ:xx<pgs- ~n whi 1»‘ i +“ s on about the.system 91’ ,
DR BRES jon which exists in the U. S. 1In particular, it has On the other hand, to those who have contributed to the
( ¢L'~iot:;;emg:}l}t’h;; EE: gzziirtlegudi;ial system whigh I have U{:, 1':’1 and who have §upported the many meetix}gs, fund-raising
z y of state repression con= affairs, street demonstrations, etc., and who continue their partisan
support for Martin through the thick and thin of it all -- viz:t,:;\ry

trolled completely by the ruling interests and used to get rid of
those who oppose their lecherous greed and thievery. I urge all

those who still harbor some naive faith in the goodness of America's

:;ml‘. be Qurs! It is our conviction that the oppressor can only be
iefeated if people are willing to pull together and sacrifice for

courts, cops, mass-media, 1iberal establishment, etc., to seriously one another. This is the true meaning of solidarity -- and this is
study the letters contained herein. The wraps of liberal bourgeois what you have so meaningfully shown. Let us continue to worl iu o
democracy, herein removed by an angry Black man who has suffered gether and fight for the liberation of all the oppressed c’)nt:' .
years under this "free" society, cover & racist, militarist == that world! BEC pk LS
is to say, fascist monstrosity.

DEFEND BLACK LIBERATION WITH DEEDS!

Of special interest is the discussion of the psychiatric . oA
reactionary NO MORE FRAME-UPS! FREE MARTIN SOSTRE NOW!

hearing. The brilliant exposure of the subjective, .

nature of American psychiatry as manifested by the psychlatrlsts o

who labeled Martin a ""paranoid personality” is a bold answer by thi ng; ( Jg Q

high school ndrop-out' to those philistine skeptics who deny the : . ZZ}M
capability of the oppressed to rule the social order themselves: Gerald Gross, Chairman

ostre Defense Committee wants to share the

. ; £ the opprés” .
£ the case with all Partlsgf;itztes that e Martin Sostre Defense Committ
e to be & 1i-

e contained

and comrades”

and

The Martin S
manifold object lessons O
sed everywhere. The financial situation, however, ¢
first printing of this edition of the Journal will Qav
mited one. We hope that you will utilize the experienc
in Martin's words and that you will show it to frieyds
in-arms who may benefit from the experiences of Martin Sostre

ee
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he Struggle Against Op_gressn.o_q

—

Dear Jerrys

dated February 20 and an gl‘a'deth::la{l o
pite the strenuous efforts of "‘Mad Dog ?1; S ons
ulling the legal and psychiatr:\.c cgveriho L i en-
tarist power structure and exposing ‘e 2w
intimidate and eliminate via
pose their fas-

Received yours

plock it == in pul
of the racist-mili S
loyed by them to frame-up, © ce, 3
21'110:1 insane asylum and assassnlatlon) those who OP
cist policies.

1t is the duty of us activists who are fortunate enough ti
be locked in combat with the fascists, not only to v:.gorously.strtjig e
against them with every weapon at our disposgl? but to drama;tzea;de
struggle, the issues, our tactics, and the viciousness, crue y
reactionary nature of the oppressor. Only by persogal exax?ple can we
hope to reach, awaken and inspire the masses to action against fas-

cist oppression.

The inspiration, example and hope which the heroic strug-
gle of the people of Vietnam gives to millions of little people like
us all over the world pest illustrates this point. Another heroic
example was that of the thousands of Black freedom fighters of Watts,
Detroit, Newark, Buffalo, Rochester and other cities who, though un-
arsed, fought against the tanks unleashed against them by the fright-
ened rulers after they defeated the combined forces of the city and
state police goons. The anti-war demonstration in Washington, D. C.
last fall and the demonstrators' defiance of the awesome display of
force employed by the frightened top dogs to fend off the angry mas-
ses frgm the very door of their lair was another inspiring and heroic
dramatization of the struggle which awakened millions of people the
world over. On a smaller scale and local level -- but equally im-
p?rtant..lnspiring and heroic -- are the thousands of small anti-wa
picket lines in hundreds of cities -- like the ones b .
in Buffalo -- who daily brave the assaults, jaili i i hgre

, jailings, abuse, coercion

and intimidation of th i i
R e police goons, paid scabs, fascists and brain-

With all the above heroi -
- : roic examples to i : :
;' how can I take a different stand and gtﬁl guide and inspire
ighter 11 consider myself a

against oppressio s s
n and :
pressor outside. militarism?

case of

' I was fighting the op-
the booksh]o: amIstlll i‘ol]..owlng the same tactics. gAs zno:h
to coerce and inti ¥ m r?fu51ng to allow these fascist :
legal lynchin thlmldate me into giving up and cooper t'v $°0n5
backfiring ofgthe?y léave been struggling to give ml; aTlllng in the
= i ir tactic of 5 X . e recent
dation is & case in point. . 0o 108 me to psychiatric intimi-

since the o . -
$50,000 bail ; riginal arrest was a f
v Felicetta's and Amico's lies tgal’z;;ug' tk;e fantastic
enate Internal
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Subcommittee Hearing
imination,

ndictment

: last August and the press,
the interference with my mail,

the Psychiatrie eXe
originally placed

. and the Severin
against Geraldine ang me Sl

\ecess 3 defensive = ) . y ete. are. .
: ity, defensive acts (contrived to protect the origin;\l ? v of
resting c g ; : g
g on a rotten foundation. It is easy to see, theref Tame-yp
" *1r defensive ] refore, why

acts became untenable at the slighte
the greater the challenge, the more hasty
set ust the frightened oppressor put up t
and protect the original frame-up
defense he puts
mak

: st challenge;
and ill-contrived defen-
o shore up his crumbling

: from exposure; but since
‘ ‘ up is based on the rotten foundation, each de-.
nakes himmore vulnerable than before and hastens his eventu;:
exposure and defeat. .

The U. S. faces a parallel dilemma in Vietnam. It is
being defeated by midget Vietnam because its very reason for being
in Vietnam in the first place is unjustifiable. Therefore, regard-
less of what the U. S. does in Vietnam, it cannot defend its presencs
there either militarily or politically -- as events are proving.
Each new shipment of U. S. troops to Vietnam provides a new target for
the V. C. to ambush; every U. S. base or stronghold is convertible
into a trap like Khe Sanh; every lie told to the American people --
such as our winning the war, and the bogus attack on U. S. warships
in Tonkin Gulf -- is exposed. Only by challenging and opposing their

lies and acts in the streets, courtroom and battlefield will we de-
feat the fascist oppressors.

Martin

0 my

tevolutionary  friends
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1utionary Friends

om Jail to My Revo

gggorc r

for your moral and finan=-

pirst let me thank you

sial support without which wé =< Geraldine Robinson and I ==

rvive this frame-up by the enemy. Since paper is

yery Scarce and space 1s therefore 1imited, I will dispense
118 of the frame=up which you are al-

with some
ready familiar with,
8SOrS8 == who

geveral weeks ago the

viewed with alarm the growing number of youths hanging out in

the Afro-Asian Bookshop and their suddenly increased interest

{n Black nationalist 1iterature (which 1 gave

free or on ecredit to those who lacked the money to purchase

1t) evidently decided that the increased youth activity
threat to require

around the Bookshop posed a large enough
de their Gestapo-1l1ke raid

{mmediate action; and so they ma
on the Bookshop, beat me up, pushed Geraldine around, framed
us with a sale of narcoties, wrecked the Bookshop and stole

everything of value,

While in Erie County Jall under 0,000 ba
charged with arson and starting the recent §f‘ic'>t“ herilj..nand
Buffalo, in addition to the above said narcoties charge, 1
Pc\:g ::802:xgeo§edTvlsitor with a strange message, This :7151
nole Tom lawyer-politician who was s -
:eh:gm:hone of the accommodating Negro leaders, §2pi;%§gm§g
bt ere was talk in the Black community of another "ri x'x.xe
- )ng the weekend (this visitor came on July 27th, Th riot
"ry)d and the power structure had sent him to re - il
couldth“ Uncle Tom to the main "leaders” so thguGSt that I
_— t:ind out from them their demands or grie t Uncle Tom
bloodah:g to the power structure, In this way V;nces fnd pre-
{nformed sould be avolded because the city of s Sy
ed him that next ti y officlals had
mercy; that his sole 1nte::s§h:g quld show the "rioters"™ no
of pr 8 to avo
theppg::;t:tz I6 e Tnosins DiNaels e e e
peacefully, I :-e“i': to see if the issue couldrbepe°p1e s
that I would seng h:: :};azhasfuming the untenable g;soziated
let him act as the e "gang lead ® pothesis
ir spokes ers”, they woul
at the grass-roots man because he wa ould not
until § we did not tru S not one of us
e z::g:gglin(;?ggeggt}ost nis c§3n2;m50£)rgmigged him that
pressor and that he ha ng our people on be e had been
youths tha d sent to pr half of the o
to di'“lsettgg g:;eﬂought to repgeézgg s§m° of the same Sy
knew them, would onl and sddresses of shette il ie, ontinued
BRated Ty what B oeoire thelr ar ghetto militants, i one
view of his t he probably o rest by police officials.
repeated protestations of icials,
of sincerit

he then su
ggested a meeti
ng in court o ¥y and ho
n the followi nesty,
ng day




would be
present at th oce:
=y, B the em we .
r'){ ® further stated txiréggczc’}{gduled foi ti:aders and
X u

th
en ol Sonference, S
ith my friends in se

sid mi-
e, privacy, receive ne

~ 8xpose the Uncl
‘ant youth, I ¢ Tom and alert
next 4ay <o tﬁ:tdhglg:hgl}ﬁg lﬁﬂwould sggehgm in court
ve everything res b
dy.

The next

f:‘,ntor at the Jail.d:i (g::ggig It;ent o court) I had an

to reiterate Uncle Tom's offer and iopgg}.&gtdefender. m:th"
eer

for the ,
conference, That afternoon Boccio made tﬁ:s office
necessa

arrangements to use

e Ao courtroogiiroggczfagg he asked me as soon as 117
present? I told him no, Others e young "gang leaders" were
would relate the message of were present, however, who
asked me to pick out those wggggtiatlon to the leaders, Boscls
room, I picked out eight or nine ;a:;ted B e
for my Defense Committee and Geralgiends Soe ok rte
:Efe;r 13{1 the courtroom that day Be?z;euggiecgg?egtgogot t

{ rly under way, the same district att da
earlier, had asked the Sy Lo
stuck his head in the rgg:r:ngoaxsniguzté ig 350.300' e

he would not object if my ball was reduced tor§25083’6° ;};“
Booccio replied that he would make such applicatlo;x aft':er the
sonference -- this being an inducement and bribe for my
cooperation, However, they were to be disappointed, I used
this conference to my advantage to exchange news and views
with my friends and to expose the trickery which the officiale
were employing to discover and jail the militants of the
community and thus attempt to prevent the rumored recurrence
of revolt that weekend,

Although the Afro-Asian Bookshop was the only outlet
for liberation literature in the Afro community and, therefore,
the power base of revolutionary political philosophy, it
was not until quite recently (June and July) that large nui=
bers of youth began showing more than a casual jnterest 1n
the literature, They even started hanging out in and aro
the Bookshop and making the shop a sort of meeting place. It
would be easy to explain the sudden upturn in the interest 18
and sale of my literature by saying that this came about 88 the
natural consequence or cumulative effect of the thousands
of Marxist-oriented and Black nationalist books, magaziness
pamphlets and leaflets which I have sold, loaned out and givel
away during the last two years, But I would be 1lying if 1_told
you that, my friends, and by misleading you I would be helpiné
the enemy. Now this 1s not to say that I wasn't making any
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e e T ra
exploded ab t}slual. During the three nights of

e

n?? the shops in my are
olosed ?arly.
refuge from :
the streets bY the

T sho
fighters, The shoP Sas nothing they could do. I

gpeech, 1 wou
or pamphlet,
Civil War Bla

put the paces

pecause I was. the sudden upturn

reading the word e
neadway 1B OV " g very slow. In cOmPaTiety? juay 1kth (the day
mougl; t?:he " riod of June 1:1 19 %ez?ﬂ;;ed the previous six
gover equaled OT enon,
R Gei‘;:poIa;etiil;w)re cIl xnow the reason for this phenom
sonth perivse
1t just SO pappened that during g?elgogghiggeiggig
11ed in the Afro community in Bufia 1shes with
there provﬂre d already been severa?cLl mtnoll; z];igl:ted persons
revolt. nood orowds too
nich neighbor which f£inally
the police nw olice Tension built up wWi .
the hands of the P - cupplied the needed
out of nd of June when the police the Tevolt, when

poth Black and white owned =- ‘
¢ ! thereby sroviding &
stayed open until 3 A M,y U eby Pr ng
t}Ime tegr gas being 1ndlscrim1nate.s,;; op;hayed in
,58eTr8=0y and freedom

police) for msny Ppo tside didn't

3 d and the cops ou _
stayed packe nad the Tight

8 ==

) but there ‘
ttizt;;-o;’:n ’_ as long as I wanted to. Need]{)esi igtmentigg,o;
' == &% . denouncing the police rutality &o
made politiocal hay in den & R T ter & e

e large crowds in the store, :
thldlgogto the shelf and pick up an appropriate Dook

t F, Williams® Negroes With Guns or Ere-
ok Netionalism or & pamphlet DY Maloolm X OF
Liberator Magezine, etec, and
show them & p%oto or & draw-
ing or read an appropriate
passage. With interest stim-
ulated I would make several
sales and create gseveral new
freedom fighters, Now even
previous to the revolt, 1

have always agitated, discus
gsed and debated the current
political issues in the same
manner., But during the revolt
(and for the next two weeks
when the images of the many
brutal acts were still fresh
in people‘'s minds) I had
something concrete that was
currently happening right out-
side for everyone to S€€ ==
namely, the invasion of the
Black community by droves of
white armed police who were
2;21:°§1%$?§t61y shooting tear
and arrestin T ets, beating u

42 areeting Hlagk sen, vomen s hiiren snd olmmitiing ofner
could argue against these concrete f:?;ts}!le SSELLS (REOER. o one

The two weeks fol
. g ollowing the re
med on July i4th) were the best I evervgig. S‘:n;tiiil‘;:;ly
L ]
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BOt ne - Whlth occurred in th he
: ny b y A 3 - Lne hof S
1 oy P - ' -‘,, « Al »."A(‘.ll_r(h I @ taVeI‘n nex p eteXt of p"“".
rie; Jerry }'y\(.,;-,, S 340

used books,

Y enclosures = ally
othe eovering the fronpamphlets‘

the other two

and
AnaQ
-
ey
n

. well A S t}

e an idea which prc closed be
il hich prov o caus -
ne wall posters put u\ C% very effective, 1'.netl(')1f the fire)
I P by the Hed'Guards in Reg giihion
articles and photos o?aéhi

1sSting tVy

thought-provoking

»
, anti-vi

letnam We 3
. 2 6d A - nam war arti
e *d by the U,S,, etc IC1es and photos of the at
p and read and &th“;ﬁv.u mmediately passers-by b oole
Many would come int hb)ﬁ}lm :“C articles, cartoons andeg?ln -
Nd = : ad ALLULO 12 ST o .
11 188 the articles ore to buy books and magazli)ngzoz;n

cles, What I had do
*or _ ai1dir ' ne was to conve
Jefferson int a tii_‘f o the‘ southwest corner of wggdige -
would paste rew n.r\t.i.:lgfmmunlty bulletin board and eachwgaﬂnd
zines and T-&fx::'.p}'il;,*tSA ;hLzhiniogggtgs l?(ut e e mg;.
before the copé raj 0 ¥eep public ‘nieresties
. -he ided the bookshop seve '
WS D¢ 3 i e
e w(xlv(;:\ctm;r iggogggaglne clippings which thei' gﬁgﬁfe
e e framaatt o r}; oor ing t? my recollections, one was on
-y phgpdcnc f '; 1e Watts "riot", one on Estevanico, a Black
‘ard; g ;xp ore:\‘ﬂthc southwest United States with the Span-
- s, another on Stokely Carmichael and several oth h
subjects of whi I . i St il
o thich I can't recall, This -- to me -- was tangible
proof of the approval of the bulletin board by the community,

he t

R .
prougnt me

R trlare:h;tcops' however, did not like it one bit and their
t.h«; buflr'-tiu = me; and at the groups of people who were reading
s etin board left no doubt that they considered this
aptation of the Chinese Red Guard wall posters a threat to
themselves and their bosses, I noticed also during this pericd
of uneasy lull following the revolt (June 30th to July 1k4th)
that, in addition to the increased number of police cars patrol-
1ing the area (with their windshields, back and side windows
taped to prevent their shattering when struck by bricks and
bottles), more cars appeared carrying police brass and white
civilian high officials and these would slow down upon approact
ing the area of the Bookshop and all their attention would
focus on the Bookshop and the entire length
board, It became evident that our activity nad come to the
attention of the high officials. One morning when I came b0
open the store 1 noticed that some of the posters had been
ripped off and that unsuccessful attempts had been made to IiP
the others off (they were too tightly glue
A taxi driver who works on the night shift came to
hour after I opened to inform me that he had observe >
cops ripping the posters down arter I closed the shoP at 2 0% 7
A.M. I immediately put up more articles and photos to
the ones ripped off or damaged. I used mo o past
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t1e developed
days preceeding the

t harder tO rip

to ke d me during '
petweeh fra;ggz Geraldine and me on the dope charge.
i hed the
j h, no doubt, reac
i nificant fact whicil,
AnOtger?iiials and further alarmed them Wasrwgicjl.cﬁf
ears of o i Fighter (AFE), & mimeographed newspape
Freeco? Two weeks pefore the revolt
£100, I had

the AfXS ——="0 i stage. z
vs pre-publicatlon 2 mimeo machine for #1
. personnel (writerss r§porti;‘:sL,
already 1100 rk on a volunteer pasis unti
Gy aliei%ﬁiipiitﬁﬁg -- all I still needed was &
e t):ec;r:cel jt not been for the fire the AFF wou_ld have
Stiﬁt pefore my arrest, Before the fire and just
1t I was proudly displaying the machine
) to many people and informing therile

] - ts community

F was going to be & e grass-roo

- th::;ré%&npletely run and published by the militant youth of
:;:sgzgmunlty -- by us mittle" people; that unlike am‘r' other
jocal Black community newspaper, the AFF was going to f,ell it
i\ke 1t 1s" and expose and denounce all those Black traitors
who are selling out the Black community for the patronage

srumbs whic

would miss no op
1anguage) what the policy of the AFF was to be.
majority of the people to whom I talked were glad that such a

newspaper was to be published. Many stated that this type of
newspaper was long overdue 1in Buffalo.

As for the so-called Negro leaders in Buffalo, the
revolt of June and its aftermath showed them up for what they
really are: a group of parasitic opportunists who command
neither a following, respect nor prestige in the Black community
and are merely tralitors, handpicked by the white ruling oppres-
sors who appointed them n]eaders" for the sole purpose of having
the injustices and depravations daily heaped upon the Black
community, legitimized by their sanction and approval. During
June and July these "] eaders" -- preachers and politicians =--
ran around the neighborhood 1ike chickens with their heads cut
off, pleading with the youths, begging, promising, but to no
avail, The youth would not 1isten to them, Every time they
opened their mouths, they put their feet in. They promised the
ig:ghfiobs, but the youth answered them, "Who the hell sald we
aiva ghting for jobs? You miss the whole point, man! We can

ys get one of those hot and dirty low-paying jobs.We don't
want jobs, we want justice!" ' ' s

a used Gestetner

The fact is that none of the ]

it : established Black pol-

th:cﬂlggzr’ié religious leaders or other organizations cogm;nd

ey . t0f the youth who comprise the largest and most

RS i gmil of the Black community. If this 1s true then
question should be: What must a Black revolutionary

4o to command th
e alle ;
believe I have the a}ls;swiince of the militant Black youth? I
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. ' . VYOears a
- sly s < ‘: asg o'ner
e al D Se ‘ o ‘r‘:: ued I{ two mzlf‘; the Afro_Asia
11tioal anoi:ficlent ang 2) hosreblems. 1) §°B°°'is':-.
- al ) . ; - | W \ s
@lone, without °r the Afroe O convert b
10U Amer the g

ANy experilence, polc&ln youth, 1 -

wag

raia d 5
released from Atti 3 oy home whey
1964), or sponsors, T hag po Ly i
°ar, through the time-c oty ity
of “;rial and error in tgnsumng Procesy
1fferent types of 1it e blending of
:\nd blues and jazz recerature With rhyt,
ings and 11thographs, Atrisan yore™
rll].&’.’:}, etc . { ] fI‘ican ty e ear

. When I first oy
thop it was opened the B
ey : solely a bookshop with note.
by © paperbacks on Negro and Kr D .
f.:‘.&’ tory, culture and politiecs Teon
some of the books were by Bla-kAltk:oug,
ist writers, some by Marxistscanga;t:m:.
by tradi i
o Szlitlgniiel\legro writers, they did
il s 1, I ¢ n sought to diversify m

z stock by adding a few novels, I
o, tncluded the works of Richard Wright,
LeR Jones, Thes 1
ynes on history and :olitzgi 'bggegitbggk:hSOId bl
el bt st s but n _the volume required to

_ I SuUppo ng, Luckily, I was working at Bethle-

nem Steel and able to pay th
! ab to pay the rent, lig
+ =y Bay ohisok. s light and phone bills out

ames Baldwin and

asting about for
some means of attracting custon-
ers, 1ecided to adorn my walls
with large lithographs of African
subjects, I also displayed a few
in my windows, They attracted a
rew customers who usually also
purchased a book or magazine when
I brought them to their atten=-
tion., Shortly thereafter, 1
stocked some African woodcarv=
ings, As soon as I put them 1in
the window they began attract-
ing curious passers-by who would
come in to ask what the carvings
represented, who made them, where
did they come from, how much did
they cost? It was surprising that
many had never seen African carv=
ings before, While the many ine-
quiries did not result in the
sale of many carvings, book sales did increase.

frer
The Bookshop was still not gelf-sufficients put &

2k

-sald stock and the addi-

erimentati on with above

ye‘! Of ExI t th t e to pa
tlo“ 0 Se I Sbill llad- to use my
ent ’ l lght ax ld phone bill

to bu stock €&
szgigkwithoui pay == but at 1east the goal

1f—suff1cient and self-supporiingiwii in
of 1 reasoned that 1if keeping the store open only g

1 goal be
, a Tesult would not the fina
houTs daliy ighieved sﬁg T¢I quit the Steel plant and put 1in
n

a $135

t the shop? To be sure, quitting
a store which wasn't paying it;?ilizig]éf
essS. several days 1ater, while sti -
was ¥e7y risl;%a:uzizp to take, the problem was resolved for me

1f the t

walking down Jefferson Avenue, 1 passed &
of yo‘\?tilj:éestanding ijp front of oné of the local record
to the 1oudspeaker (211 record shops in the
nave loudspeakers outside) blaring out a popular
T e idea struck me as T watched them stomping
t \:xith the beat and enjoylng the musice. This was 168
a a record department to the Bookshop? Sell jazz
cords and place a loudspeaker outside.
wusic is the pest form of advertisement in the Black community;
1t attracts attention because everyone loves music == especial-
1y youths. The following P2y day I went to 2 pawnshop gnd pur-
chased a used record playeT, bought & ten inch television
1oud speaker at a TV repalr shop and set up my own music system
by placing the loudspeakeT outside the shop and wiring it to
the record player. The next day I went to the local record dis-
¢ributor on Maln Street and purchased $50 worth of the latest
records, So with an jnvestment of about $70 I was in the record
business.,

The reaction was instantaneous, As soon as 1 played
the first record, heads turned toward the shop. Even pedestri-
ans across the street would turn to loo0k. People started
soming in the store to purchase records. Some would browse and
tuy & magazine or book or carving. A 1ot of youths, including
teenagers, started hanging out in the shop. Some requested
that I play certain records which I did. In conversation, I
would explain to them the tenets of Black nationalism, soclalism
and Afro-American history. I would illustrate my points by
showing them photos and cartoons from books and magazines on
Zhet;helves. 1 taught continually -- giving out pamphlets free
xz those who had no money. I let them sit and read for hours
e fm itore. Some would come back every day and read the same
ey a%) they finished it. This was the opportunity 1 had

out -- to be able to help my people by increasing the

st Bethlenem'reness of the youth, A month later, I quit my Jjob

Being forced now b
B it y my decision to quit the Plant
the store not only self-supporting but also support I’ne.
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» Wring from t day, se tenwato e
' he shop about seo, 284 Brother Malcolm he was on
4 their language ==

y the decision to quit igg\lt $60 2 weep

I didn't mind pla

e : that, The nt cost y
{?cé qpolltlcal ideas whimﬁortanc thisg
iterature in the Booksc could fres

‘was always pinched for ggﬁe?rni ;h'd 11
nd

11 to a publisher or the landlord
T

verage )
€ of fifteen hours a

Aable t¢

-

1l o
1

1 e
’

o

n o = O

in overdue bill with th .
o er
11 e never fully Stocigg m%r&iylog vice Black youth are in tun;a 1_11%:1']1.. 'Aftl’;:;-
Slowly but surel th ’ 1d reading and absorbing colm’s
; ecca for politicallgr’motivggg.-Asian Bookshog phlets, they then became receP % '
from B local youth, Yo the writing of other poliﬁcal
in 11 thinkers 1ike Ro williamsS, TUman,
because they were

oches
:;_:e,qter, Syracuse, lackawanna, Erie
erature which was unobtalnable hlln"

Mao and others,
then able to rel
to what Malcolm had sald
therefore easily percelve that thelr
struggle for freedom lies squarely
within the framework of the world

1iberation struggle.

o 11 1l end
e e nistories, peineings by ion
. . - : , paintings by local
" \ca A1 188 tikis and lithographs, jazz and .
and | records, €arrings, etc., an indigenous soul-
and projected which was so completely in
i ousness and soul of the Afro youth that
;s identified themselves with it., Even 80,1
was a further requirement. T have seen that
e with the mentality of the street youths
~etween him and them and neutralize the soul-
tion arose when I a1lowed a friend to Opereis a s that have
few weeks. A1though & politically sophisticated o ;22‘;?,112“]1:2‘;1.3};5;{:2 Sugstagze to
. «t with plenty of revolutionary enthusiasn, he the outlook of the Afro youth.
. Through sheer necessity and trial

The sum of the above is
thiss In order to command the alle=
giance of the Afro-American youth,
militant Black leaders must organlze,
in their totality, all of the indig-

anta , nize youths with his personality; he was too SQuare
. inflexible, He wasS driving them away, S0 1 pnad to reliew® and error, I gained enough experience
in my two years of developing the
»1though the eff ect of the indigenous 50Ul -atmosphert ﬁgltgrbgitgnangﬁlssggg tglzilz:lzotglne
o eanifested S eself in May 1967 circumstances prevented for about $600 and P ke it pay for
,;,,' H* 'L';x‘r:i::g:, advantage of 1t. I put 2 iipzségdixéighe mimeo . N T celf. Now I know how, but eaining
ror the ¢ smmuni t newspaper) 1in May, mekin g the knowledge took the better part
( ( y which placed 1€ under ©9 o of two years. e

during May and June, 2
1 strain. Wwhen I nad just flnisheddgmage 3
: My only regret is that

hosing caused me €
5%y the police. after so many sacrifices and being
so close to reaching my goal, 1 was

every week
able financla
the t'lrc*men's
weeks later 1 was frame

) t1

£ the thousands ©of titles which at one stopped by the police. Although my
anotheT pas.ged on to and off of I¥Y shelversr.lgrgimname 4 Defense Committee 18 working hard to
the Afro youth nore than 8ll the reSt&y'l; 1amph ts an raise the bail money (I am being held
was his autoblography: nis speechess bhispwas gios under $25,000 which requires $1,000
articles aboul him, L.P. PecOTia 4 sel fast that 1 §25,000), they may not cash plus collateral to cover the
which made then respond. H1S pooks WOU. L' 4 with his words. il, I know I shg.no be able to do so, Should I be freed on
nad a hard time keeping my shelve StOCkehich selll for jouth, Everything 1 succeed in helping to organize the Black
His books -= P rticularly his pamphlets Tl cn of everyon® = ¥est Bookshop an:g76g in readiness awalting my return: the East-
only 25¢ or 35¢ were within the financi 1 - revo ution= mte and so-defend 7 Jefferson Avenue (being managed by my help-
e Etoned, thersforo: 0o L ntroduotory BamEi oo us £rom ¢ . Mnts of the Afro-Asian Boc Geraldine Robinson) where the rem-
ary thought, the only philosoPay e mohine for the publlaﬁ Bookshop were moved, the Gestetner mimeo
oppressors. shing of the Afro Freedom Fighter, and a
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) 11d nNot mind

at Bethlehem Steel, Since I sti]

ould
""““'i

n an

1y degree

v ou 4

1ths from the Bookshop

helpless sitting idl

could. 1 € here in
could, in addition to organiziiié -
o y Eet

nion, they would get me the ;.belmm to

frier a 4 ob ake
friends in the Defense Committeaend take

|
I not be freed and should our enemies

in putting me away for thi

o~ miirth rt

so much if I knew that this reporlt[, g
toward a knowledge of how to

gAni z the Black youth of this countr
S sentence would b ¥. The burden of a
et ng & L uld be lightened by the satisfaction of
,.,1 - " A th ::155310.? set out for me, that of helping my
1 e themselves from the oppressor, 1s being accom-"
Thanking you, 1 am your Afro Freedom Fighter,
Brother Martin
Erie County Jall
Buffalo, New York
August 2, 1967
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n] greet you from prison and thank
all of you who are supporting me

in my defense against the frame-up
designed to destroy me and the b?ok—
shop which some of you are familiar
with which they, the power structure,
say is inflammatory and Marxist, etce.
My position is that, although the
literature may be objectionable to
some, and I have had threats to

cease the sale of this type of 1it-
erature, 1 have the constitutional
right to sell all literature which
promotes freedom of thought and dis-
closes facts which are hidden from us
by the controlled news media.

If this is a crime, then I must al-
ways be a criminal because as & book~-
seller who believes in freedom of
thought in this so-called democracy,
I feel that it is my duty to always
bring this literature, not only to

my own people who need it the most, b

; i »E)

/ r L
Aty e
Zvs Y W [

ut

also to you students of the white commu-
nity and to all people who are seeking

knowledge and other opinions, other

than those projected by the controlled

press.”
-- August 1, 1967
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NEWSLETTER
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, Publisher — IN EXILE —
!

AN APPEAL: SUPPORT FRAME-UP VICTIMS

Fascist forces in the U.S.A. are now endeavoring to create a
national state of hysteria. Consequently, many Afro-American
militants who refuse to sell out and who cannot be intimidated
are being framed and imprisoned. A vicious campaign is being
waged to destroy effective and potential ghetto leaders. Chief
among these are: Max Stanford, Huey Newton, Rap Brown,
Leroi Jones, Martin Sostre and Herman Ferguson. Many
others are framed in Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, Newark,
Detroit, Cleveland, in the South and on the West Coast. As
a matter of collective security all anti-fascist forces and parti-
sans of justice must stir themselves and give financial and
active support to these victims of fascist kangarooism and
tyranny. Oppose the court mob with massive resistance!

After Rob Williems' hitch in the
U.S. Marines, he organized the
first armed gelf-defense guard
of modern times in Monroe, N.C.
He fought in and out of the
courts for the right of Afro-
Americans to be free,

Hounded from his own country and
barred from European countries
because of U.Se government prea'-
sure, he now resides 1in People’s
China, He has announeed his
determination to return to the
v.,S, for & showdown with his

enemies,

s the author of "Negroes
%:tl}a Guns" and the recently g\éﬁ;ﬂ_
1ished pamphlet, wristen, BT
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F Jail To My gtudent Su orters And Friends
rom Jalt —— R Supportel= —, =

August 1, 1967

-Asi Bookshop to pick
who came to the Afro-Asian
Thoietgz icI)\I;ERATOR or the PEKING REVIEW or the PA]?’I‘IiLi\I‘II
g book by LeRoi Jones OT Chairman Mao Tse Tux}zg ugnd
or, POISTC) R held up my shipment of books from Hong ong
o Jease them), know that many of the books,

ion to re : -
apglz(;;;;;ets on our shelves were not obtainable on Main
g an

t your own student and campus bookshops. The purpose of
grreet or 2

igi hen all I had was
its humble origin two years ago W -
pmer froﬁylsielves and five empty racks which I had made -

1. to provide the Afro community (which was without a
bookshop) with our first book§hop where books abou; our
history, culture and the writing of all our Black free-
dom fighters and thinkers could be purchased, and

2. to make available to the Black and white communities
(in addition to the aforesaid books) the so-called contro-
versial or leftist jiterature: the voice of protest and
dissent -- the other side of the story.

Several months after I opened the shop, I had two visitors
&0 after some careful browsing, came to the counter, identified them-
slves as FBI agents and asked me if I was the proprietor. Upon get-
yag an affirmative, they came right to the point: the gist of it
being -- was I affiliated with any Socialist or Communist group and
vy was I selling that type of literature? My answer Was that I was
st affiliated with any group and that as owner of the bookshop, I
slone determined what books were sold in my shop -- that this right
{8 guaranteed me in the First Amendment to the Constitution. They

:tvtously didn't like my reply , but they left without any further com-
sent,

fquad Visit're‘;om?orslggs lagir, two city detectives from the Subversive
Thy identified them p:-L ey were not as pol}te as.the federal agents.
s Wiy, Tou' selves and one of them said, "Nice place you got
sison. 'ffh;t a°“ re d°1!}8 alright for yourself since you got out of
Ms this vas re you doing now behind this bookstore front?" I told
Ming the boo;:hfront' that I was working at Bethlehem Steel and oper-
mde in the Pastop'dthat I paid my debt to society for the mistakes I
Me other detectiiz s:ii nﬁw llVlng.tlr.xe life of a law-abiding citizen.
E:‘r‘“'e literature and cémﬁni::-::zg;ginggfﬁzen e O

-

old the feq I then repeated what
- ederal agents regarding my constitutional right to sell

erature ~
BT - of my choice. One of them replied, "O. K., Marty, have it
,

ast mo
Bcked the Afro nth, as all of you know, the police invaded and

-Asi
* of arson, riot oR Boakshop.

They accused Geraldi j
: ne Robinson
» Possession and sale of narcotics and assault. e




They terrorized
and
frightened one of our witnesses wh _. "We mus®t fight in the agsemblles?
wno can

prove that we are bein he
. g framed - = Frona. )
was forced to 1 o oaenen = e 5 — ;.
eave town and 1s now afraid tzxzz:: 1r: e $ - o Ny
orward ay

testify to the truth
. Another wit
were all ness was
lqten(Ji toefl ind intimidated by the pollice beT;t up and two more g _. "We can no 1onger afford to peace-
years t make the charges stick and send' e police obviou) fully co-exist with racist judic-
While :md};:- :leounz of time I face as a Sec];:dtgeian for thiry ‘ 1a1 tyranny and kangaroolsm pased
back to the Bogle(:h at police headquarters, the degr;ytorrem,_ 0 on as 1nsensate olass and racial
and stole everythigg’tg:tnzd e!.xtry with the keys ta;e;v;:o“:: o s i sys'cem.“
1 asn't nailed 4 i
they deliberately w own, What remal =
destroying ths Bf’°k§§g§ed"l'h'ghgi:§°gﬁlimid their wiasion i a a‘éﬁiﬁiiaLieriiéiﬁtiiuiﬁitﬁi‘ée of
L m -
gl ven me by the controlled press, radio agdlg% 203%11.0:‘ of gully g 1nst1tut10nalized lynch mobs en-
t;;e of mass communicatlon and mass brainwashing has Eu 11'11 e C joying the sanctimonious solici-
e trial by Jury o DI, tude of the state's ritualistic

makes it virtuall \
by myself the combined wei ant of y impossible to overcoms s pbuf foonery."

all th ,
\zed against me, only with your e powerful forces mobll. 0

massive su
and I be able to overcome, pport will Geraldim -= "Next to naked violence and un-

mitigated terroT, racist America's

Today, when vital issues and policles affecting our bigoted court systenm is the car-
and other people's 1ives are being arbitrarily resolved and is- $ dinal scourge of the powerless

plemented without our consent and against our wishes by thoss g Black and white masses, The con=
motivated solely b¥ greed and profit, when we are being asked %o stitutional myth about *'trial by
gsacrifice our 1ives and to destroy other people‘’s lives in & war ‘ one's peers’' is a cardinal sacri-
which we know 18 not just - when we are being asked to acquiesct $ 1ege agalnst the sacredness of
in the continued oppression of the Afro-American - %O name only o truth,”
two vital issues - must we go to glaughter like gheep? Must we 6 Rob Williams
go along with the program of oppressing and brutalizing other
humans, Those dissenters who read thils know as I do that dissent == "And we have heard stories where
carries risks, but the risks of silence OT agsent are even they have lynched Black people,
greater - for it is your own lives that will be gacrificed, Even and right while they were lynch-
sheep let out an occasional "paa™ in protest upon being 1ed %o ing that Black man, you could see
slaughter. \ them gettlng their kicks, the
* thrill, while they do FENY
g0 let us not be sntimidated into spineless silenee! ‘
let's close ranks and combine our voices of protest until the 5 Malcolm X
rising volumeé overwhelms those who would use us for theii ;”-‘
selfish ends. AS for me, far from being cowed the ﬂu:-ance
beating inflicted on me by the policS: you have Wﬁ;zsn oo’
that upon getting oub of }ﬁiténi zﬁljg,r?,ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁgmme in 61ty
shop the main 14brary © .
shop_the Martin’s Struggle Against
1 and
1 am deeply grateful for your generous mora
financial suppor? wgthout which we would most certsinly
orushed. I thank you. .
|
Martin Sostre 'he Lﬂw

in Buffalo, Mississippi




Sostre fo Remain
Silent in Trial on
Narcotics Charge

Martin  Sostre  will remain

|mute during his narcotic-sale

trail, he told a County Court
judge loday.

“I don't know how naive you
are, but if you believe that I'm
going to co-operate in this legal
lyvgching, then you are more
naive than I thought,” Sostre
told County Judge Frederick M.
Marshall.

Sostre registered what he
called a general objection to the
trial when he was asked by
Judge Marshall to question 12
prospective jurors in the case.

Sostre began to teil the court
he objected to the proceedings
|“which everybody knows are
false” but he was cut off by
{ Judge Marshall who excused the
i prospective jury panel.

While the jury was out of the
court room, Sostre told the
court: “I will sit here and read
|some of my . .. (papers) I have
|a lot of work to do here.”

Sostre Given

Maximum Terms
0f 41 Years

Martin Sostre today was sen-
'tenced to a maximum of 41 years
in prison on three March 7 con-
victions in County Court.

Judge Frederick M. Marshall
sentenced Sostre to 25 to 30
years in Attica State Prison for
the sale of heroin, 5 to 10 years
in the same prison for second-
degree assault, and one year in
the Erie County Penitentiary for
possession of heroin. He ruled
the sentences will be served
consecutively.

fil

Sostre [s

|

|
|
|

By GREG FAHERTY

Charged

With Contempt

“Gag hi

County Judge Frederick M. attendan}tlgn'“ the Judge ol sy

{Marshall late Thy

|offender,

Before a jury was selected to

I rsday recessed| After i
:ilxnngtlltglgn?ay a pre-sentence hear. retumedatgrclgflrz ¢
'C o etermine whether Martin |With a white towellu -
’J'ff re, 44, .formerly of 1412 |mouth, Both h o
elierson Ave., is a second felony bl

ecess, h‘-'..

NN
were removed before :!: l:

Jury selection,

jdecide the question Judge Mar- tre IEDEBH(ﬂ] e
» g had th

down and remain quiet,

stood up and said:
Handcuffed, Gagged

court for repeatedly calling him g| ‘Unbiased Jjudge "

coL j 1 r ge.

biased judge.” Sostre was or- If you make that

dered gagged at one point ater |Claim once more | will deem 3
he defied a court order to sit|CODtempt of coyrt ™ said -'t..

Marshall, Sostre fepeated Gy »

The judge ordered Sostre to|Mark and the cour f
; ound
take his seat and remain silent|CONtempt. The judge say :vtll
while prospective jurors were be- | P35S appropriate senteses x e
Ing summoned. Instead, Sostre|SOnclusion of these

stre was convicted by &
ty Court jury Mareh & :n;-:
of possession and sake o w

“The fact that you are gettin cotic:
resistance in the courtroo n%
means you are in trouble. We are

in the cutting of a policemys.

not going to let you intimidate us. |

This is war.”

Judge Refuses to Lower Bl
From $25,000in Sostre Case

County Judge Jacob A. Latona
refused today to lower the $25,-
000 bail which has been sét for
Martin Sostre, operator of the
Afro-Asian Bookstore, 1412 Jef-
ferson Ave,

Sostre, who has been charged
with selling narcotics and as-
saulting a police officer, has
claimed that the figure is illegal
and that the courts are attempt-
ing to get revenge upon him for
disorders on the near East Side
this summer.

Asst. Dist. Atty. Peter J. No-
taro referred to similar cases
in which defendants have been
allowed to post a lower bail, and
said: “There is a great differ-
ence between their backgrounds
and his background.” )

Sostre, who is acting.as his
own lawyer, told the court that

Prosecution Resis
In Sostre Trial

the bail figure is unjust sd S
it is more difficult for a Segm
to raise bail.

Judge Latona then told S &
fendant a bail figure isa'l s &
the basis of race.

“‘Oh, yes it is—don't phe =¢
any of that stuff. We are s &
pressed people. We are & e
bottom of the totem poie T
jail is full of black lgm -
can’t get out on bail" B »
fendant argued.

He chargged that the judge ¥
a “‘racist bigot.”

Martin Sostre has opened up & new form o{
struggle in the fight against injustice by
refusing to be sold out by those lawyers and
»public defenders™ who are more interested
in their own positions and advancement than
in defending liberation fighters, As he says
in a letter, "Though there are those few who
are courageous and have continued to fight
for the oppressed, ocne should be very wary

of putting one'’s 1life in the hands of a pro-
fessional who has agreed to be, a&s lawyers
have to, an ‘officer of the court'", Revol=-
utionaries, unlike most lawyers, are not en=
amored of the bourgeols system of law which
has crushed several generations of militant
fighters in this country, Martin has made his
frame-up very expensive, time-consuming and
telling for the racist establishment, and his
battle is far from over, These excerpts tell,
chronologically, the story of the first elght
months of his struggle, E4,

il and Witnesses

August 30, 1967

If only I were
®¥spaper (the Afro Freedo:xut Shten) s’ L could be Publishing the

i, over and ap Tighter), organizin
ove searchi &, Speaking, etc,
sho my ng for the
P when the alleged sale of mrcoucgu&;gmgigpgggdw:ge e

s € iIn jail less
h ng my innocence, That is why I was tf';fng to

onring, all my Witnesses wouattorney. If we could have hag

Althouy
Mduetion 4 &h Nr, Fahringer was s
“his delay, b::‘_i{: he has not yet done :gmfed t? apply for a
ke the © him about it . can®t understang
a - Could you gee him and have him




October 3, 1967
I have been in Jall now for thr
. ) ee month
;.:m long to sit idle while the police prepare to 1;;::1;: !""“e
;mnciil burder; le:PLllch the blood-sucking lawyers have 1mp£>s;: is
much, especlally if we have to pay them that fantast sount
sell me out through their inacti “white N

vity so that the white rulers
can succeed in putting me away for thirty years, All this tine
and they haven't even gotten me a reduction in bail which is
plainly 1llegally excessive, The money we gave them could betisr
have been applied for my bail,

+
to

This 1s a political lynching which was conceived, plane
ned and executed by high political circles for the purpose of sone
cealing the true cause of the rebellion - which far from beins
caused by "outside agitators" or "Black Power fanatics"™ « the twe
stock phrases of white bigots, both Northern and Southern, Iho.!c
hear them tell it, think oppressed Black people are happy am‘:o&-
tented by the treatment accorded them in t}:e ghetto byt:rtxe :h‘:‘
rower structure and were it not for these "outside ag;Ed g;- :h«‘ 4
"ranatics", everything would be just lovely -1"3;]2‘:8 (-
wcocumulation of injustices and unredressed 8;‘ ilce Commigsionﬂ’
my oppressed people for much too long. When Po Sod 11ke o sherift

¥ - 3 ton, he sounde
*elicetta told those lies in Washing ’

from Buffalo, Mississippi.

nd the white op=-
thirty years in prison a .
h<I> :?efggtggmined to give me a legal lynching
w

fifteen years &ny
te to glive Geraldine .
aTn Aty b ngzalézsizapouring death and dest;-:g;i:z :7”31-:1
e the{ehg?‘ Vietnam and in xilling and opp

nnocent peop

rothers in this country.

Dressors

.

to County Court
The bigots in Jwges
excessive ball

copy of this letter

trial.
the enclosed motion for & speedy

egal to
with me in jail under an 11’1'1,5?31,- crime, in order
~abeg are holding else charged with a I edy trialf
1 +her than afglor;ecannot also deny e a Speé
‘s N v e

guppress me.

on the Sell=out ootober Se 1967

MATe
c—

eht for Reasonable Bail

he Fi

October 11, 1967

the racial bigot Latona had to terminate

Lt £ bail application by avoiding

'te:ma!lnioin;hisizgug;l;?esious record, particularly a tﬁlii
“:;ri ﬁf*iv arrest in 1951 -- sixteen years ago --vygénw: ::M'
{ssued :,.m because of my lawyer's failure to no‘:l':’n;;,—
case came ;1 for a hearing. Although from the very bf.eglx;:.‘“:
aly the District Attorney made my entire record avglla Lf
be .: 25 if it was new information and used 1t as a

deny =y application.

I;'(‘J. -

o ot

{

I was not surprised because the hearing on Monday wen
in my favor when I presented to him twelve cases far mor:
Some of the defend-

perious than mine whose bail was much lower. :
n those cases were second and third felony offenders.
s¥er, I told him that of 270 inmates in Erie County Jail,

saly one wi

th such excessive bail for the class of crime charg:
sige the D.A. could not refute any of this evidence, the
I been getting an impartial hearing -- would have had to
# & reduction of bail. However, you and I know he couldn't

on the pretext of having the D.A. check on the
Sies and amounts of bail which I subm

5§ until Wednesday.

itted, he adjourned t
No doubt during this time hig bosses ord
8top me and silence me. This is why he tried to divert
+ Bearing toward a different issue: counsel representing me

f:o--:r fo? change of venue. When I fended this off, he
el " BEL me in his chambers to have a 5
* 4 relused his offer. Then finally,

of sixteen years ago to ar

are

excu

he used the flimsy
bitrarily deny my applic
I {eally had two Distric
[RNEe s }nstead of at least pr
fud and s}:uxating impartiali%y

-9 ..‘:.‘,,

t Attorneys to contend wit}
etending to play the role
T~ OPposed me even p

“o% actual 1
wtual D.A,!

ore

. ;‘ Y "h L 3 T
a=2ft %o the Eri
e County Bar Association
The——— 20 the Erie =2ty bar —=2tlation

October 24, 1969
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Y in order £0 K

State : -
n S in hjg
LIS yOur ’iﬁ'—

jarrent

ecret hearing to silen
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not aware

until Monday' Jul

-had been ; y 31, 196
July 31, 1967r§2?;?ed to Tepresént tZetg:; tse law fire
n, devone € your 4 . endants, ,
. Ponent reported to the Ciiiogenttwds made aware of &
ourt, , - O sl

.di
412 F“Vﬁdf not represent the 4
/ reveals, j )
: » inter alia,
& wasn't even awar

This parg.
mishand)es
8§ represest.
eing deprived el
et ed of the prelim
7 moreover, clearly showf t“wtl::r’

1 s na 1€

}Amping in and out of t

: ‘n he case fr

y 1967, the 1 . om July 18, 19 i

-~1Tha;{ 3dequzi: iay it represented me when I wa;jdeJn?.
rm had ample tiji egal representation during that nér:c;“

o w;i = bl@e from July 18, 1967 to July 31 ‘196$'

Ary :uﬁx;igg h:g ?ttg:gntg~ibe Grand Jury) to Cond;Ct‘tPC

‘ ) 1ligent and properl f :
Now, my key witness e
¢ bt ot e » Who was then willing to testif
‘”A;Lmjdated by the police and left town. Pleage reqiz;?L

‘1.Ib7r5's

1tz

:. r‘ha COpty of Mr. Blumberg‘s affidavit, since no in-

I The acts y Your Associati

‘ ion iple
S tf . b can be complete and

2.) County Court's record will reveal that after I was
on August 8, 1967 no further motions or any other attespt

: case was made by Lipsitz's law firm. They completely
the case. Nor did the attorneys interview any of the wits
did they come to interview me. Ask Mr. Lipsitz what
ade by his firm to prosecute the case during the two
n August 8, 1967 to October 2, 1967 when they wrote me

of their discharging themselves from my case.

he
CIE (

& me

3.) But the clincher, Mr. Gage, is the duplicity em-
the Lipsitz law firm to cover up the fact that it sold

submitting to the political pressure applied by the es-
following letters from Mr. Lip

nent. Request copies of the ' .
s part of your investigation and have him reconcile the dis
t therein. Mr. Fahringer's letter to me dated

statements
! : m the

1967 gave the following reason for withdrawing fro

those interested in your case
m financial requires
dling of your case.

. d to compensaté
i been received were U -
What monies BT ces that we made 1n court for you

s for our appearan ; tigation which
uo
4 Jury investlg )
e Gran Y I have on this

y now, i
t the very minimu
ed for the han
e use

"As you may know b
were unable to mee
nents that we had fix

and articularly th‘

't?ﬂ Sonducted in Erie County Court; Edeof > i
ffze notified the Erie County Courh hat we at ol
ffar ed ourselves and suggest tg the

o une signed to youe + °

counsel be &S 3
. of my Defense

A ave the Chairman Ry

pee LlPSl:ZdEfferent ctory, for by eSsS

itz said that:
u that Mre.

days later
i Geréld Gross,

nmittee, . 1967, Mr. Lips
u to inform YO

38

Fahringer

am writing to J°

e to represent Mr. Sostre. His
h will preempt his ”;
d him to come to this decision. HI.
both like you to know that we regre
but it is impossible to

finds it impossibl

gment in other matters whic

ly has force
and I would
to make this decision,
Mr. Sostre further."

repre

the facts set forth ar
These and other facts will

the Ba

Although I have more .« . -
.t to raise serious questions.
to the courts if I cannot get justice from

<<<<< V.‘ége many small people who contributed 50¢ or jli and

students at U. B. who gave shows, time and money I

O

will not tolerate being robbed like that.
tation by Fahringer on August 8, 1967 is not worth $550 particular
after they bungled the case and then abandoned it. ;7 even

grounds for a damage suit. Please inform me of your answe

a8 possible. . .

Two hours

fense

Martin Sostre

\E4. note. - On April 12, 1968, the Erie County Bar Ass
‘isally got around to ruling on Martin's complaint. They
sight have been expected, against Martin and in favor o

1

the Lawyers' Duplicity

October 26, 1967

When you compare Fahri
ith Tdn ringer's let ctober
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Sothing at all. 176 o317 ; ; ,
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fhe X n f ba
W recent lerens io°, things I POinteguZEisis, they abandoned )
o i

tle e
tter to them gqateg October 24 the Bar Associat

L22 Witnesses
~iloesses

October 28, 1967




the hearing. Also, there has been intimlidation of witnesses,
The lawyers didn't even interview the three witnesses who were
in the shop at the time the rald was made, But more important,
the four customers who were in the shop listening to and pur-
chasing records at the time the alleged sale of narcotics was
said to have been made, have not been found, knows one
of the women, I have seen them around the neighborhood and re-
cognize them but don't know thelr names or where they live, Once
outside (on bail), I can find them because they are on Jeffer-
son Avenue often,

Bail
October 29, 1967

I told Attorney Green (the public defender) that I
was going to either appeal Judge Latona®s denial or put in a
Habeas Corpus or application for reduction of bail to either the
Federal oxr State Supreme Court, I asked him which jJudge would be
the best to apply to. He said he would approach a few and see
thelr reaction, Evidently he told Latona of my intentions and
Latona told him that he would reduce it on the condition that I
remain silent and let Attorney Green argue my case for me!

SNCC

October 29, 1967

As for the people who represent SNCC in Buffalo, I
don’t know what their thinking is although their reluctance to
get involved may stem from their considering us too revolution-
ary or too far left for them., This was their objection (as well
as that of Buffalo CORE and other groups) to my views, They com=
plained of my literature from China and other militant books, One
thing is sure, I am not going to align myself with any reaction-
aries or pescifists regardless of what they call themselves -
except possibly in the role of a Trojan Horse,

Legal Actions

November 8, 1967 ‘

Meanwhile, I am not idle, I mailed an application for
a Writ of Habeas Corpus to New York Supreme Court of Erie County
on the 30th of last month, I am seeking a further reduction of
bail, The application is entitled MARTIN SOSTRE vs, TUTUSKA, I
also mailed an application to Federal Court for an order of show
cause against the U,S, Postmaster for his refusal to send me the
tracers I requested, But faced with a court action, he got the
message and decided to send them, so this action is moot,

bo

- L S

Judicial Prejudice

November 15, 1967

In regard to the court, I am not too optimistic about the
outcome. The crack he (Judge Fisher) made about the Viet Cong send-
ing me money and other statements against the Viet Cong, in addition
to his statement that getting the records from the court below would
not influence his decision, leads me to believe that I will not get
my bail reduced. I am already preparing my papers for appeal just in
case.

In many cases, they have already decided in advance (as
soon as you submit the application) what they are going to do, but
they go ahead and go through the formality of a hearing and argument
just for the record and to make everyone believe that the case was
decided on the basis of the arguments -- while in reality, it was de-
cided before the hearing.

So let's not depend on getting any justice from Fisher.
I don't know what kind of a man he is personally or how he thinks --
perhaps you know more about him than I do -- but as I said, I'm not
optimistic. We should proceed just as if nothing had happened and
take advantage of any favorable publicity given the hearing.

Bail Denial
November 25, 1967

Received denial from Judge Fisher. He avoided issue as to
excessive bail and discrimination in imposing excessive bail complete-
ly. He denied me on the grounds that "Two similar applications have
been made by petition and both have resulted in a reduction. The
petitioner never appealed from the previous decisions to lower the
bail. A further reduction is not warranted at this time."

(Ed. note - Of course, what they did was set bail so high in the first
place, that they could reduce it two or three times andstill keep Mar-
tin jailed. Concerning the ruling by Judge Fisher, it was reversed in
early March 1968 by the Appellate Division of the New York State Su-
preme Court -- Fourth Judicial District at Rochester, New York. | ‘But
Martin had already been rushed to trial by Judge Frederick M. Marshall.
Judge Marshall began the "trial' in full knowledge of the Appellate
Court's reversal of Judge Fisher's denial for further reduction in
bail!)

Like a Viet Cong

November 25, 1967

I want you and the others to know that regardless of the
pressures, abuse, torture or any other physical or mental force that
the enemy employs against me to make me submit to their frame-up
charges or cooperate with the legal lynching they are trying to give

1




me, that I will never submit. The employment of the massive apg
coercive power of the state is not enough to make me give up; I
am like a Viet Cong -- a Black Viet Cong, and their courage ;nd
c'ietermination in resolutely opposing the greatest military pow

in the world despite their poverty and the many atrocities }I:eaer
upon them is the living example which I am trying to match. -

Intimidation
December 10, 1967

RedF the ‘brial -< they are tryi i
; _ Ying to rush it to sil
me. I noticed last time T went to court they called in two B i
court attendants in addition e
five -- an excessive number wh
' ; - O surrounded me in an intimidat;
iigge;r:ﬁ::zzii was in cgurt. I noted also that not one word o:tlng
g appeared in the newspapers Evidentl
; = th
g;i;;iairgzpt;b:ge to silence me and impose a news blaZI;outereIa:;
i € pattern. I believ i :
S r € e the next step is to
1:oufoom:::;atthe'cc»urt will question my sanity (becafse I amt:ZﬁE:iu
P € with my legal lynching) and order a psychiatric exa-g

mination to determine whet
L e ether I anm capable of understanding the

S i ;
SEED ar adve;::tlmes the state—app01nted Psychiatrist frames you
pital as legallyriegg;:;easg thetﬁourt commits you to a state hos
. ere e ith s
sanity th . . Y either kill you
n rough mlnd-destroylng drugs, or they kgep ;zudZ::;eony:ur

which time they retur
) n you t
l;sychlatrists, doctors,y Siare
w}elznore)npxgi.:y:g by ogpressors to intimidate
em. ne‘of 'm 1 E
beaf,en up by the police, AL e

remove and destroy those
¥ ; ! apart from having been
1S now being intimidated by his probatia

. The news-

T 5
to subdue you ang e yoz }lp big, stating how it took so many goons
to this is the o14 stand-b '?ughF "savagely" etc. Another variation
~by trylng-to-escape" frame, or discoverin

a "plot" to esca
Pe. Having p 4 :
Seen many foyul things whicg ts:na:’_n Prison for many years, I have

have personall
¥ talked to Victims of the kinds of frame-up described

I know wh
away with it., e beople will q

obstruction of Jail Visitors

December 15, 1967

About obstruction of your and Geraldine's visits -- this
is the last time I am tolerating any interference with my visitors'
rights. The next time Geraldine or you are given a hard time, not
only will I take that joker to court, but I will personally guaran-
tee him that the shameful jail conditions which were previously
publicly exposed will again be exposed -- only this time with greater
force and in an election year. I don't believe he knows what he is
doing, perhaps he had better consult with the jailer who is in direct
touch with things in the jail. I have been relatively passive and
cooperative insofar as the jail is concerned, confining my attacks to
the police and courts, with the exception of the jail strike of last

summer. Perhaps I shall have to escalate the struggle.

The "Commitment" at Meyer Memorial Hospital

December 25, 1967

Hope you and family had an enjoyable holiday. I was re-
turned from the hospital on the 21st; had to refuse drugs in psycho
ward which they tried to give me to dope me up and have me walking
around in a drugged stupor like the other patients there. My lectures
on Black Power, Vietnam, American racism and oppression to the other
patients were not appreciated by the psychiatrists and hospital staff.
They were glad to get rid of me. However, I planted a few good seeds

before I left.

Psychiatric Intimidation

January 5, 1968

I hope that you and your loved ones had an enjoyable
holiday. As you know, I spent part of the holiday season in the
psychiatric ward of Meyer Memorial Hospital where the racist Judge
Marshall had me committed to coerce and intimidate me and discredit
ny stand on Black Power and against the illegal war in Vietnam.

However, now that I have overcome that ordeal, I am making
them pay by exposing, as you probably read in the papers, not only
the vicious methods which the bigoted judge employed in his efforts
to subdue and lynch me -- which they have been trying to do ever
since Felicetta's racist Gestapos raided and destroyed our only
Black Power bookshop -- but the illegal and unconstitutional meth9ds
and procedures employed by state psychiatrists to elicit information
from drugged defendants in the psychiatric wards. The racists' at-
tempt to subdue me by using the '"bug'" ward has backfired and has
opened the door to the exposure of dirt which they don't want exposed,
¢specially in an election year. I am really going to sock it to

them.
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Witnesses and Bail

January 31, 1968

If the four key witnesses (not to be confused with the
three who were in the shop at the time of the raid and saw the gde
tective take the dope from his pocket and say, "This is what we's
looking for." -- after their search of the shop turned up nothing)
are not found by the 19%, they will have to reduce my excessive bj]
to allow me -- who know them by sight since they have been in the
shop several times and I have seen them on Jefferson Avenue -- fop
out and locate them myself. The D. A. cannot have it both ways: pe
cannot insist that I go to trial deprived of my witnesses because
excessive bail and at the same time pretend that this legal Lynchisg
has any approximation to a fair trial. This denial of the opport
nity to locate and interview witnesses in my behalf, coupled with
the oppressive delay in bringing my court case to trial constitui
such serious denials of fundamental constitutional rights as to m
quire dismissal of the indictment.

I am not going to sit on my hands waiting 'til Februany
19%; I am escalating the legal and political pressure and I ammw

working on a couple of other legal actions challenging the oppresors'
unconstitutional conduct.

Exposing Psychiatric Intimidation

February 6, 1968

: I am particularly looking forward to the proceedings
against Judge Marshall and the psychiatric report. He really messed
up and I've got him. I am really going to sock it to them and pill
the covers off the rotten, illegal procedures and the judicial -
ranny being employed by the power structure to coerce, intimidate
and sometimes eliminate those who oppose them. This exposure is
pe?rtlcularly important now, when the power structure -- beset ondll
sides by opposition to their illegal war and their oppression of
the Black masses in the ghettos -- are desperately escalating their
employment of coercion, intimidation, frame-ups, jailings and vie

lence in a futile effort to suppr isi i iti
ess the ri d f oppositic
to their fascist policies. o v B

The employment of the "bu "

" g house
Q:z;royltg drugs, alf:hough more sophisticatec’l than the blackjack,
gnt. o; he bullet, is not new and has been employed to destroy o
imidate many persons. But because of its insidious nature and

the legal and medical trappings with which it is insulated, it ha
not yet been recognized as

will do my utmost to fully

psychiatrists and sisd-

Legal Actions

February 6, 1968

Bnclosed with this letter, I am sending you a copy of ¢
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complaint I mailed today to Judge Henderson at the U. S. District
Court under the Civil Rights Act seeking an order restraining the
Sheriff and his agents from denying me the right to receive and

read a newspaper.

ts to lodge complaint with postal

Am also making arrangemen
tion of mail, harassment of

inspectors about the illegal obstruc
visitors and other violations of law.

( SEE ATTACHMENT PREPARED BY MARTIN SOSTRE IN ERIE COUNTY JAIL)

Mail Obstruction

February 11, 1968

Postal Inspector at 1200 William
Street a letter. I am putting an end to the obstruction of my mail.
We have to make a stand somewhere, and this is it. So I want you
also to filera complaint with the Postal Inspector about the letter
you mailed me and the two letters from me which you received at the
same time although I mailed them ten days apart and about your fail-
ure to receive my letter of 2/6/68, etc. If they obstruct the writ
to Judge Henderson, they will be in real trouble. If we don't check

this now, they will get bolder. So until we get the P. O. Inspector
(or U. S. Attorney) to straighten these violations of postal laws out,

this is the theme I will harp on in every letter I write and in every
appearance 1 make in court.

I have written the i il

Letter to Postal Inspector

February 11, 1968

I am hereby making a formal complaint to your department
against the Sheriff of Erie County and his agents and servants who
have been and are now obstructing my outgoing as well as my incoming
mail in violation of U. S. postal laws by refusing to mail my letters
to their destinations without either informing me of this obstruction
or returning the letters -- which were in envelopes with V.. Bs DpOST
tage stamps affixed thereto -- and refusing to give me the incoming

mail or returning same to the sender.

I xnow the difference between the limited right which
jail officials have for purposes of maintaining security, and de-
liberate obstruction of mail for the purpose of depriving me of the
right to prosecute my case. So I am requesting an interview with
a postal inmspector so that I may file a formal complaint and/or the
appropriate post office department forms for such a complaint.

The Hearing on Psychiatric Intimidation

February 19, 1968

Although I wrote you on February 16, today's events
k7
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require this letter to thank
fed : you and all those who
o; iﬁo:Zaged sub-freezing weather, defied the intimigzzznvaluable
ozens of goons to let the racist-militarists kniwpzzien?
only

that I have the su
; pport of man i
support is steadily increasing¥ people in Buffalo, but that this

A
g tac%;hough you already were familiar with Marshall's dic-
ol =70l entcs,t::lhe desperation with which he fended off all ;;
ffc er e area dealing with his mi
3 03 sc -
3;11;&?183, etc. made him reveal his true self.onggﬁtéoiazzim,
y defendants, as well as some lawyers, have given him the nizi

name of '""Mad Dog M o
s g Marshall". He bulldozes lawyers in the same man-

As you saw, he suj i
o U y ’ pprcssed the real issue of th i
i mya:azgzz. o?e had me'comwitted to the psychiatric w:rgeiglng
constitutionalgri h: Esychiatric examination a precondition to m
SR pa e g o act as my own counsel, and that he commii%d
I cr :o coerce Geraldine, my co-defendant, and me
e g g. our -app01ctcd counsel. He also arbitr;ril 7 i
earing and certified the psychiatric report withgute:TT

lowing me to question th i
e o A e two other psychiatrists who had examined

Since I knew that Marsh
. all was d i
issues, I concentrated on bringing out the ?ZigilgigtFO posr

1. No tests were given

amination. to me in the psychiatric ex:

2. ggisgigipiatric diagnosis that I had a paranoid
ity was a subjective d i i
on any scientific data. Sherminati® ot R

3. i:zinoid personality is a normal state if one is, in
s surrounded by hostile elements or is persecu%d

ql
zgzoiigt ;pac i am a member of the persecuted Black
y living in a hostile, racist environment was

not taken into consid i i i
e s eration in evaluating my per-

5. i?sgiihoieﬁzzional conscience influence behavior and

or runs counter to th i

6 : r e established

coi;gariié T 1 p?ovoke hostile reaction which

$ s produce paranoid personality because the hos-

& Chy ts.reai. In.other words, not only was the

myybe;:gri:bgiagn0515 subjective, but the reason for
ed a paranoi

i e W i raCigm‘ id was because of my stand

The Hearing on Psychiatric Intimidation

February 22, 1968

Although it was a fore
' gone conclusion that J
would block the real issue -- namely, that he subjecteduigetgaQShau-
psy-

48

rcising my constitutional
intimidate Geraldine and
i nevertheless, eX-

tant facts among

chiatric test as a precondition to my exe
right to waive counsel and to coerce and
me into accepting court-appointed counsel.
posed to public scrutiny and thought several impor

which were:
1. That anyone who actively opposes war and racism
y because

could be classed a "paranoid" personalit
his conduct is hostile to those norms established by

the power structure.

for a person to be committed to

20, Phat 1t¥LE possible
ge for

the psychiatric ward by an unscrupulous jud
reasons other than that of testing the person's
sanity or ability to conduct his own defense, and

diagnosis of "paranoid person-

tive determination of an indi-
tics which

3. That the psychiatric
ality" is the subjec
vidual psychiatrist based on characteris
lead to a different determination if evaluated by
a different psychiatrist. In other words, state
psychiatrists can put any kind of label on anyone
(to discredit their stand on an issue) or even de-
clare them insane on the prejudiced basis of their

own subjective determination.

Dick Gregory
March 4, 1968
The national attention focused on this case by Dick
Gregory's appearance in the court room frightened Judge Marshall
into postponing the hearing. The avoidance of the issue and the
fear of additional publicity forced him to again postpone the hear-
ing on February 29, We definitely have them on the defensive.

Black Traitors and Infiltration

March 4, 1968

Although I started this letter yesterday, I am now con-
tinuing it after having returned from the farcial, one-sided trial
being conducted by the "Mad Dog" to cover up his inability to ex-
plain to the people of Buffalo why I am being held in jail under
exorbitant bail, and why I am being prevented from getting the

witnesses necessary for a fair trial.

The very fact that Marshall had to renege on his own sign-
ed order to have the D. A. show cause OT give the reason why
bail should not be reduced, shows that there is no legitimate reason
they can give for refusing me reasonable bail. My refusal to co-
operate in the legal lynching has placed Marshall in the position of
presiding over a trial of empty gestures.

even after eight months to rehearse, they

It's amagzing how,
The State Trooper from

haven't got their stories synchronized.
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Rochester is a typical example of the Blaﬁktﬁgaizgztzg 2;5 Peopye,
struggle against oppression. If you Ch9067 P il theprm
ceedings had in City Court on July 27, 19 ,hl Pty al thay
the D. A, requested a postponement because t.e alet'rOOper wag
on special assignment in an undercover capacity reda ing to vm
rebellion in Rochester. He infiltrated, fram?d an sent Fo jail
several militants in Rochester. Tpe Black palg 1nf§rmer is just
a plain stoolpigeon who would testify to anything the COPS_told
him to just to get robbery and grand 1arce9y charges.off him,
There are so many like these two Black tralto?s worklng for the
fascist power structure all over the country 1nf11trat1ng Black
militant groups and setting up militants: .The same.tgctlcs are
also employed against white liberal, activist and.m}lltént 8roups
and individuals opposing racism, oppression and militarism of the
fascist power structure. So be alert at all times.

A Warning
March 4, 1968

Guard yourself, for You see what they have done to me!

The Sentencing
March 9, 1968

Although one month is the usual time between conviction
and sentencing, only one week was allowed in my case. Even the pro-
bation officer who interviewed me yesterday commented on the speed
and stated that Marshall wanted the report by 10 A. M., Monday. T
Sure want me out of Buffalo and in Attica Prison fast. I shall be
ready for them by Monday just in case.

The Future and Williams' Idea About the Legal Machine

I am very optimistic about the future and there is g
doubt in my mingd that victory will be ours. As Robert F. williams
suggests, we will make frame-ups ang kangaroo
the power structure that it will vpe self-defe
like the last one, and they will be through!

ism so expensive tgiﬂ
ating. One more °
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Martin Sostre as o young man

Black Liberation

ter July 30, 1967

riday I was glad to learn that my ball was
0., I sure will be glad to get out on bail and
the present developments, for the time has
for helping my people than it is now. This
to begin publishing the Afro Freedom
which I was planning - the militant organ
~o community. I know it will be a suc-

A £
AlX nun

iﬂc pecause I have %1ready cowgul*ed Yith my many young
?¥;ndsana, even betoxe I bought 1e'uestetner, they were 2all
J&i@m to get 1t started - many wanting to contribute arti-
los and helpP publish and distribute it. The back room of the
sast-West BookshoPp ijs ideal - when it is fixed up a little -
for 14 the newspaper.

August 8, 1967

ew days before the police raid on the Bookshop

payments on a used Gestetner mimeograph machine
ntended to print the Afro Freedom Fighter (AFF),
d published Dby the youth

U+

~

A
I had finished
with which I 1
a militant Black newspaper written an
of gmgggmmunity themselves and expressing their own views 1in
their own words, It will, at the same time, be a militant
grass-roots newspaper independent of the traditional Negro
leaders - who are utterly rejected as leaders and called Uncle

foms by the grass-roots segment of the Black community because |
mselves to white inter-

Zéfgi}?vullingness to accommodate the
nd sell out the Black community.

£

We wil]l start out as a four-sheet mimeograph news-
Work our way up to tabloid size. Ours will be a

lisheq 4. 50C¢1alist-oriented Black nationalist weekly, pub-

couple b N youth themselves. I had already recruited a

- *tht firh school girls who volunteered to type out the
B] we> Writer who wrote for one of the establishment
a SPapers put quit because the editor considered his

qigo militant and sought to editorialize them; & photo-
;w & reporter; and many other young people who would

Ol turning the crank of the mimeo to selling the news-

nd 10oking for a cartoonist. With the launching of |
4 other political activities, the vacuum in leader-

®Xistg in the Black community will be filled.

pa
.‘avper and w
QYnamic,

Th 1=y
- =SDely4
ion August i, 1967

u s that we will fight, that we
nfightpn the other cheek 1ike spineless cowards but rather
Lo geath" 1like Stokely carmichael, one of our out-

wily s
wily hot ¢ The boss-man now know
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Yes brothers, the white press, radi

. ) 0 and T” had .
rield day telling everybody how bad B b
! # 4 I am and what bad 1%
th the dope to say that I was sellil

. 3 & . n 1t 1dr

’ th:‘{:,. But when they covered the so-gallectlorffi':":‘
not tell how the police shot tear gas into a bus ;@:”‘
nocently walking or standing in the street, H

IS T] . 3 . ~1 w; 1 } g 3 ow atl &
'.".A",“l""i ‘,.:r youth for no reason at all, How t;geys&?' .
?“..nuzdc of public places filled with our pe0p1ey r‘u:‘b
¥ ‘fcf brutality and savagery they did not report'gdoﬁfﬂ
- know this because we saw it with our own eyes 3 e

to us in our community. B s ey

Every man, woman and child
those wh i ) in our co y o
u.r.—"». :.':1:(* goons come into our neighborhood bym:;::l;;r'%—“
n:;‘:”;Jllp: teeth with helmets on their heads, We sawtiﬁ
iclous ogs that they used on us and we felt éh Tnin
ur eyeballs from the gas wh perning 1
us, No, all of you ynof Zh:tiig T o e o taly
1 C ! ’ ' sy
T el B ey el wasn't Brother Martin or a
g 8 who started th
e - ok e revolt i une;
bru?ﬁ:‘ttc;§mulatlo? of unredressed grievances lfnﬁkif:;
l!n"rA;hi Hzlour white oppressors which finall§ mnled:"F
et b te oppressor has done nothing since June fuf

us Jjustice and has, in fact
booksh¢ ' y retaliated by destr ur His
hop and framing me and other brotherg, it w?ﬁngeg":':"~

Detrolt and New
OSohas. ark revolt here in Buffalo for him to get th:

August 8, 1967

The so-called Negro leaders are one of the major

factors in )
n the Buffalo revolt of June-July 1967, for, by pia-

ing down anc o
1&npungé t;é ;g;§sln5 to articulate in plain and unequivocil
wants and needs of the Black community the]

prevented o oOm
F all communication between the white and Black politi-

cal and civd
vic leadership which could have led to a soluticn.

But by concea
the lonz-su;niéggefrom the white political and civic leaders
' - d hatred and frustration festering in the

-:‘»:ﬂck com:
munity (engendered by the long accumulation of inJ=~

ices hgaped up
patronage pon us) in order to curr an
ge, y political favors

believing that everyth
Ything was alright in the Black community

and so left the
e ) em tota <
which shook Buffale 1acy adeaas vigleas revolt

Bace and Class
‘ﬂ

November 29, 19

I kno
W how easy it i1s to fall into a racial bes

and miss th
e entire political class struggle (because of the
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s a wonder they didn't plant pornographlc 11 teras

ir children, how they shot at Black people who we
ere i

these U
se Uncle Tom leaders lulled the white leaders i=

H1S

fness of this fascist beast; I ha

1S front of power and law an
_Tilitant Black brother when that brother is
;~§§§fq°°ntempt of court cann
. gmgn 30 days contempt of cou
;ﬁ;.% 30 years? His having me gagged was
E;kfik foolish because h
ed tpooid the rial and as S9OU
same thing. His having to employ &

e |

e Ay
'ﬁ~2 dramatjzing this for 2

nkar

~=+001sn

. doin
jﬁfalgnzo the oppressor, If I ¢

" Orga
. Sho Sized militant brothers ca
‘2mp) e defy white authority! I

By otk

that the struggle is solely one of race)

s Concep 2
although sincere, one 1is young and politically

March 15, 1968

revolutionary Black militant, the only way

Being 2 ; :
- nmﬂd.hate to die is like a hog - as described by our
rant Black P
gis poem S€

oet, Claude MNcKay, in his poem, "If We Must
ts for us the standard for dying - if we

IF WE MUST DIE - LET IT NOT BE LIKE HOGS

HUNTED AND PENNED IN AN UNGLORIOUS SPOT,

WHILE ROUND US BABRK THE MAD AND HUNGRY DOGS,
MAKING THEIR MOCK AT OUR ACCURSED LOT.

1F WE MUST DIE - OH, LET US NOBLY DIE,

3o THAT OUR PRECIOUS BLOOD MAY NOT BE SHED

IN VAIN; THEN EVEN THE MONSTERS WE DEFY

SHALL BE CONSTRAINED TO HONOR US THOUGH DEAD!

OH, KINSMEN! WE MUST MEET THE COMMON FOE;

THOUGH FAR OUTNUMBERED, LET US SHOW US BRAVE,
AND FOR THEIR THOUSAND BLOWS DEAL ONE DEATH BLOW ¢
WHAT THOUGH BEFORE US LIES - THE OPEN GRAVE?
LIKE MEN WE'LL FACE THE MURDEROUS, COWARDLY PACK, [
PRESSED TO THE WALL, DYING, BUT FIGHTING BACK! |

in the courtroom is the

ve demonstrated that with
d authority he cannot control
in rebellion.
ot control me for what the

rt mean to one in rebellion
ineffective and
e had to take the gag effadn

as he took it off - 1

oons to enforce
that I had broken down his author-
11 the brothers in Buffalo and
to see, I am setting the example of total rebellion,
€ courtroom, against the oppression, frame-up and
against me and my militant brothers all over the

am teiling all the militants: “I,ook brothers, what
an do it Dby myself, pract-

and already in this men's jail, imagine what 30

br ——do on the outside if
am upsetting him and
rious conseguences Art
the country.

What T have demonstrated

by force is proof

Which could have very se€
ey brothers all over
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An oppressor can rule the oppress

the oppressed submit to his law voluntggily,e%nogigeiowlogg =
an oppressor must somehow, either through fear (as in ogi .
when he imposed his law upon our foreparents forcibly brouciie'
to this country in slavery) or trickery and deceit by em %
ing Uncle Toms and sell-out political and/or religious legdgy-
to fool our people - to induce the oppressed into acceptin &
gnd obeying his law - which is his authority. Law meang au%h
ity. Once he accomplishes this, he has it made, He can cont ol
and rule the oppressed with their cooperation! This is a n1§01
psychological trick, brothers and sisters, so I want you i gk
this very close, I will make it clear by this known eiam 12 e
How did Epgland, France, Spain, Portugal and Belgium rulg tﬁe
vast continents of Africa, America, Asia and India for such
long time? Did they do it by brute force like the U,S, is i
using in Vietnam? Of course not! If they had to go %hfou h
thoge changes with the millions of people of Asia Africs and
India, they never would have made it; it would no% have beegg
worth it. The cost in lives and money expended in pacifyin
every town, hamlet, village and city in the entlire contineit
would exceed the frult of thelr exploitation, What they did
Ziietz induce, via force or pay-offs, the native ruleré to

i pt and obey the oppressor's law. Once thls was accomplished
. e European power had it made and they even used native t;ooo;
tgeenzgice European authorit; over the natives! But eventuali%b
. n ves woke up to this trick and rebelled. Even the nati&e
roops rebelled - against their white commanding officers -
and refused to obey the officers' orders to fire on their
brothers. Instead, they killed the white officers, The Euro-
geans were then forced to employ white troops against the re-
"egléozs naEives and were forced to give it up when their
uﬁt?l 1hiﬁg came to an end. The French ruled Vietnam that way
o S95 when the Vietnamese woke up and defeated them. Nowu
4 mafti and their Vietnamese sell-out leaders can only rule
rgbelli al law, which means force, because the people are in
B gg against their oppressors, It's only a matter of time
T i U.S. negotiates a ceasefire with the Viet Cong broth-
i dgz s out of Vietnam, because when a people are collect-
amouit zfe;gig:dogotﬁhrow gﬁf the yoke of oppression, no

s .

g - et regfzt. at the oppressor musters can prevall

The Black Struggle December 15, 1967

Like the struggle in Vietnam, the struggl

e against
us is one they cannot win, Our resolutién and stesgfastgess
against oppression cannot be defeated. Victory will be ours

Solidarity March 15, 1968

The white militants are our allies in the
overal
struggle against the racist-fascists just as the heroic Vle%
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Cong are our allies even though they are fighting the enemy

at their front 8,000 miles away. But they are weakening the
racists and the weaker the oppressors get, the less able they
are to oppress us., They can't fight the Viet Cong and fight us
too, They are barely holding on in Vietnam; where will they

get the millions of troops needed to subdue us when full-fledged
guerilla warfare - Saigon and Hue style - breaks out in every
city in this country? The enlightened segment of the white
community is another big problem to the rulers, so they are now
trying to intimidate them by using gestapo goon squads against
the anti-war pickets and protesters and indicting their leaders.

Although the struggle is a global one, each army
must fight the enemy on its own front. The brothers in Africa -
five were recently hanged by the racists in Rhodesia - are
fighting the common enemy on their front; the Viet Cong are
fighting on their front; the Cubans are fighting on thelr front;
the white militants of this country are fighting on their front;
and we must continue to broaden the fight on our front.

The Police State March 15, 1968

Now dig this carefully: you brothers could not help
but notice the many goons, armed troopers, detectives and court
attendants that the frightened white power structure had to
produce on March 5th - the day they tried to intimidate the
souls from coming to the courtroom by taking photographs,
removing the last row of seats from the court gallery, filling
up the gallery with their own so they could say that "all the
seats are filled" and prevent souls from coming into the court-
room, etc, Do you know how many goons they employed altogether?
One of my guard informants (who is sympathetic to our cause)
told me that the Sheriff's Department alone supplied 40 men;
ne stated that about 50 detectives were also on the scene as
well as an undetermined number of FBI agents, He said that about
25 court attendants were called for special duty. He got these
figures from the Sheriff who he heard talking to Commissioner
Felicetta, Altogether there were about 120 goons. The signifi-
cance of that fact is this: If the white power structure felt
the need of mustering that many goons and the need to adopt the
police state tactics which they used, they were scared,




Riots, Plot Linked,

Felicetta Asserts

By ESTHER VAN W. TUFTY

Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Buffalo Police
Commissioner Frank N. Felicetta
at the request of the House Un-
American Activities Committee
presented evidence Thursday of
subversion related to the Buffalo
riots of June 27-30, 1967.

The alleged relationship before,
during and after the riot, be-
tween Martin Sostre, a Puerto
Rican-Negro nationalist leader,
and Youth Against War and
Fascism (‘Yawf') was outlined
by Felicetta.

Notes Demonstration

As soon as Sostre was arrested,
Felicetta said, ‘Yawf’ and some
members of the Workers World
Party came to his defense. Ac-
tive in this group, he said, were
persons identified as Gerald
Gross, Edward and Jeanette Mer-
rill, Charles Provost and Robert
McCubbins. Felicetta said a dem-
onstration was staged on Feb. 17,
1968, outside the Erie County
Jail, where Sostre was im-
prisoned.

‘Yawf’ was called a Communist
splinter group by Felicetta. He
said some members, who distrib-
uted leaflets and demonstrated at
Larayette Square, were picked
up by the subversive squad of
the Police Department and the
FBI. The leaflets were identified
as ofticial paper of the Workers
World Party.

Felicetta Elaborates

The demonstrators were identi-
fied in Felicetta’s testimony as
Karl Meller, Gerald Gross, Ed-
ward and Jeannette Merrill,
Charles Provost, Joel S. Meyers,

Ann Sterling, Herbert John and
Rita Johnson.

Commissioner Felicetta elabo-
rated on the testimony about
Martin Sostre that he had given
in August, 1967, before the Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee.
Before the civil disturbance in
Buffalo, he said, Sostre was pro- R T
ducing Molotov cocktails. ng(s‘;t)mn‘llogied Ashbiook. CRiG b

Calling Sostre “a prorrlment g1 iea thow many Molotov cock-
it}ire in thgttrmtth()it 19(.;7’ he tolld tails were involved in the Buffalo
hle committee that this man, WhO 4oty hance. Felicetta explained
fr%?lt o?::a::lie %fbgg};zgggs af‘eca that “when gas stations would noi

: ? = s ;sell gas in containers they got
ords, subversive literature and the fﬁxid out of what was left in
books, had been convicted. His | oo “hon the gas stations were
sentence was 25 fo 30 years for . .. "oy filled bottles, added
sale of marcotics, 5,-t0 A0 ypurs a wick of some kind and sealed
for assault of a policeman, one them with vaseline or grease.”
L gg" possession of Marcetics. “‘The Buffalo police officer ended
ﬁgurt days= for SCoRIEmIpC-i his testimony with a stafement

Sostre’s girl friend, Geraldine eMPphasizing that he had traveied ,
Robertson, is awaiting trial, S0|all over the couniry and found;
no explanation of her involvement | that similar riot problems had ane |

The police commissioner was
asked if there had been any new
disturbances since the 1967 riots.
He said “on the night of Apri! 6,
1968, a group of youngsters held
a prayver service downtown and
later they broke up some windows
along Main Street.”

was given by Felicetta.

Seeking Funds

Sostre has suggested ‘“‘a book-
store in exile,” Felicetta said,
and his followers are trying to
raise funds to finance his appeal,

and to help in his girl friend's
case.

Evidence of infiltzgting ideas to
youths was plentiiul, Felicetta
said. John Wilson, national fund-
raising chairman of ‘Snce’
(Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee), gave a speech on
July 8, 1967, at the John F. Ken-
nedy Recreation Center in the
middle of the Negro district of
Buffalo. He appealed to the young
people not to join the war in Viet-
nam and called the Secretary of
State “Rusk, the hunky fool,”
and the then secretary of defense,
“McNamara the warmonger,”
Felicetta said. Wilson was one
of the founds of ACT, a militant
racist organization, according to‘
Felicetia.

thing in common: The police are
the major target, and as it is their
job to move in to end a distur-
bance, they are accused of brutal-
itv. Earlier, Felicetta had been
asked if Sostre had been beaten
when he was arrested. Just the
reverse, was the answer — the
policeman was knocked dm\:n‘|
when he presented a warrant for|
Sostre’s arrest.

The only other witness, Herbert
Romerstein, investigator for the
committee who had been in Buf-
falo for the committee, produced |
copies of “Crusader,” a Red Chi-}
nese paper coming to the defense
of Sostre, Rap Brown and others, |
and a latter written by Sostre|
from jail to Workers World and |
others. !

U.S. Imperialism




i gzciitviginéﬁpeglalist America has no sane excuse
B defe he has no more excuse to butcher the
R nseless women and children of Vietnam
iy to exterminate those whom he so d

y portrayed as a threat to German survival "ecep-

"Now really, can an
y person in the world
giigzrigzugﬁdt;lSzéieze that Americanism ist;giiigz
ering in Vietnam in th g
;Zizggmian% democracy? Can any fairmindedeagguzzngf
i Ame?icgehworld teday be so naive as to believe
erself is a land of freedom and democracy?"

HM

Vietggz aﬁgrgore U.S. cannonfodder is being sent to
ey bé iy s and more underprivileged and oppressed
s mai's ie being pressganged to fight the racist
kg oz ost imperialist cause, It 1is uncivilized
expendeg 2 or any human being to be pawned off and
i quos %annonfodder in a war fought for a doomed
Rl éga?t ghe most despicable crime that can be
S P 1nton3efzh§1human race is to force or coerce
i g nding the tottering system of

-- Rob Williams

*The

freedomli? gﬁethe U.S. government's interest in the

e v ey fogpressed ;s shown clearly by the example

o T Suffo outh Africa where 13,000,000 Black

sl : eer under apartheid, The only real interest
.S. government has is its profits and supporting

the brutally rac
profits," ist government needed to insure these

-- Ed Oquendo
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The Struggle Against American Imperialism

The Defense of Freedom Fighters November 3, 1967

one of the first things that I am going to 4o (when
I am free) 1is establish a Defense Fund for freedom fighters in
this area, A Fund for both Black and white activists who are
framed-up or jailed by the power structure for their activities
or stand against racial oppression at home and abroad. We
must protect our own, particularly now that the rising tide of
protest and dissent against racial oppression, the unjust war
in Vietnam and the drafting of our youth to make of them hired
killers of innocent people - and to be killed in return = is
bringing about greater repressive measures from the frightened
but die-hard power structure, We must make sure that no freedom
fighter be forced to 1lay in jail for months like me pecause bail

couldn't be met.

December 10, 1967

3ince the anti-war demonstrations and the struggle

against the oppression of my people is the same struggle against
the identical enemy = the racist—militarist oppressor - the
ljeast 1 can do since I am hors de combat because 1 sold anti-
Vietnam War and Black liberation 1iterature, is help those who
are fortunate enough to be able to confront the enemy, get out
on bail. E feel like a traitor to the cause, sitting here in
jail with all that action going on outside, I should be out
there in the struggle either distributing literature and pub-
1ishing the newspaper to educate the masses and/or participating
in the demonstrations. A few letters 280 I mentioned setting up
2 Fund when I get out to bail out activists. Well, because of
the escalation in our struggle, W€ better start now with my

Defense Fund.
December 11, 1967

Now that orders nave gone out from the administration
in Washington to break the back of the anti-war movement through
jailingss, police prutality, intimidation, draftings and employ-
ing pro-war goons, we can 311 afford to have any funds lying
jdle which can be employed to support our own cause; we must
100k out for our own and let the militarist oppressors know that
our ranks are 1ike a2 brick wall - each brick supporting the

others.

1f I were out there demonstrating and was arrested on
those bogus charges placed on Jerry and the others, not only
would I go to trial and invoke the "Doctrine of Leglitimacy of
Purpose” and the "preferred" constitutional right to free
speech, assembly and petition, but, should they find me guilty,
1 would appeal all the way to the U.S. Supreme court and force
them to rule on the constitutional issue as to whether a state
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may use its police powers to prevent a citlzen from exercisi
8ing

his constitutional right to s

peech, assembl

the oltizen is petiti o BhR - petition
o e oning an agency of the government (th:hen

ction center or draft board) f
or a r
v(t};en st;ch government, acting contrary toeg:sgo:fétﬁlemmes
Suggastns in war without the consent of Congress) 1utlon
ject the citizen to loss of life and liberty (by gr:?:t;t to
ng

him) and no other means
obtain redress. is available by which the cltizen may

Since eventually there will be hundr
h
g::gnzgrgzo;: arrested in this area, the oonges?:gcsl gu?':u-“r
Baze everygnesstgi e:gi;ges igaigit most of them when chywit
not guilty and de
appealing thelr convictlons, As a matter ofmggg:mggpﬁm}maggti
- -

war demonstrator can be ilt
Rt o 111§ugal za ic:r exercising his constitutional

On Demonstrations

December 9, 1967
Dear Jerry,

Je.s G, and others
me of your arrest by the ponz:m
goons and of the courage you and
others displayed in the face of the
power structure's gestapo and their
eivilian claque, They will find that
their repressive measures, far from
suppressing the struggle against
oppression, will intensify and escal-
ate i1t, Their arrest of you and the
other anti-war demonstrators in Buf-
falo and all over the country and
the frame with those bogus charges
in violation of your constitutional
rights helps to dramatlze our strug-
gle and provides examples of cour-
age against overwhelming odds and

intimidation for other a
e ctivists to

Now that the city rulin
g clique is usl
gc;;eangegotice power to deprive us of our 1eaa1nf‘1;}1lg o:??n;st
pa o defend these rights and resist the 1113@9.5. inter-

ference of them with ph

ysical interposition. Otherwise
:gcg:eclleént:o:ing and intimidating us into sllence, not’; }vfﬂ;h:{n
bl B L tiugg;:::stnpztezremm b:nd other places where‘ the mil-
the complete control of the gov' O e L ety oot

ivist know what that ernment, You and I and every act-
Snolnepsts on’1n the O:iiié.mean for us and millions of others -

Several weeks ago I saw 1 gra
n Time Magazine a
of Japanese anti-war demonstrators clashing wﬁh goliezh:go'rokgg
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in a demonstration in front of the U.S. Embassy. Those demon=-
strators came well-prepared and gave a2 good account of them-
selves, They wore crash and football helmets in addition to
goggles and some type of gauze mask over their noses to keep
the tear gas out of their eyes and lungs. They 21s0 had their
signs and placards tacked to long stout poles which became
effective clubs when the helmeted police attacked them.
Demonstrations there have reached & high degree of sophisti-
cation, no doubt as a result of the many cracked heads, bruised
faces and inflamed eyesS and noses inflicted upon their ranks by
the police goon squads. Our ranks 21so will have to adopt these
and other self-defense tactics against the escalating gsadism
being heaped upon us on orders from wWashington. The rulers,
seeing that the spreading wave of anti-war demonstrations will
force them to get out of Vietnam, are determined to preak the
back of the antl-war movement at all costs.

Since the war in Vietnam 18 unconstitutional - it
was not declared by Congress as provided by article 1, section
8 of the U.S. Constitution - and the Administration, despite
nation-wide pleas, is determined to wage this jllegal war and
js employing all the powers and branches of government to block
all challenges to it, no political or judicial means 1s avail-
able by which we can legally obtain redress. Therefore, under
tne "Doctrine of Legitimacy of Purpose" (expounded, I believe,
by Federal Judge Kaufman in New York apout ten years ago in a
ruling involving & case where persons deliberately violated a
law or court injunction in order to obtain redress to a viola-
tion of theilr constitutional rights) the refusal to obey &
police officer's order to cease exercising your constitutional
right of freedom of speech, assembly and petition and the phy-
sical resistance to his attempt to prevent you by force from
exercising these “preferred“ rights 1s justifiable since no
other means 18 available to stop the jllegal war in Vietnam and
prevent your being drafted 11legally and being subjected to
1oss of 1life and liberty.

I wish I could be out there with you fighting the
common foe who has framed mé on the bogus charges precisely
because I sold and distributed anti-Vietnam War, Black Power
and liberation 1iterature., However, since the anti-war strug-
gle and the struggle of Afro-American people against oppression
is precisely one and the same struggle, 1 hereby authorize you,
Jerry, &s chairman of my Defense committee, to use any and all
funds of my Committee for the purpose of bailing out any
demonstrators working with you.

Imperialist Violence January 24, 1968

You can rest assured that they do not possess the
means = even though they are applylng the massive coercive
power of the state - to subdue me. The oppressors will learn -
perhaps this spring when they find themselves fighting an
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escalated war in Vietnam, Laos, Camb

Korea in addition to the escalated dﬁiiiéifhiﬁigiiemihya g

those refusing to go and die in the unjust, v.mdeclaredg;:LnSt

tho.se refusing to be oppressed in the nation's ghettos o

thzlrerefresmve measureg only produce greater resistan;ethat
people, that escalation of violence breeds escal g

self-defense measures against the violence ik

Legal Coercion Against Dissent

February 16, 1968

The swelling wave of dissent against the wa
Elﬁ:iia;ig‘?-xgllltarists so frightened that the conseque;cgzsof
o ndicting Spock and_the others have not yet gotten home

(o} em, Instead of stopping or even slowing down the anti
war movement, the latest repressive measures have done th i
opposite - they have dramatized the struggle even more a g
supplied us with free news media and the additional forug of
the courtroom to bring to the masses the issues in their shar
perSpectj..ve. Their latest repressive measures have gotten us -
I.noi'e allies ?.nd sympathizers, Far from coercing and cowing us
};ﬁ o abandoning our struggle, they have made us more determined
¢ an ever to not only continue our struggle but to escalate
it to match the enemy's escalation of repressive measures,

So you see, the fascist oppressors ar
of a situation here, similar to theisppredicameni 12 ?/’igiiim-
their e.scalation of the War has been matched by the counter-.
escalation of the Vietnamese people during the last three
weeks (the weeks of the Tet Offensive). They may not be aware
of it but escalation of the war in Vietnam and the repressive
measures against the activists of the Black liberation move-
ment and the anti-war movement is hastening their defeat, All
the fgscist-racists are doing is speeding up the timetabie by
bringing these issues to a showdown more quickly., All we have
to do is continue socking it to them harder and faster, The
cumulative effects of the blows of millions of people i.‘ighting
against war, racism and oppression will defeat them soon.

Defeating the Oppressor February 17, 1968

The racist-militarist power structur i

e will find
11.:.’hat the?ir recent escalation of repressive measures against
dhe anti-war and Black liberation movements is counter-pro-
uctive, Like the recent military consequences of their escal-

ation of the Vietnamese War, their ste
ed-u -
sures will only hasten thei:l‘ defeat, G T

Far from stopping the anti-war m
- ovement and coerci
Eg: iigzningngiiing%slea%ers?ip into silence and non-activit?%
; not only have galvanized our anti-
activity but have provided our position with massive nejvswar
coverage which otherwise would not have been available to us
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onger

The rising tide of millions of Per?igsngﬁlgoaiquf-
411 submit to oppression and who no longe¥ i land to murder
esc€ to being shipped 8,000 miles to & forei%n killed and
adl oppress its population and, in turn, to be the racist-
plmed, will overwhelm and pull down from DM wn who believe
plitarists and replace them with leaders of our own
in peace and justice,

By challenging and exposing for public sci’utégyby
every unlawful and underhanded act of oppression empaog raising
the rulers, I am alerting everyone to these methods ai

erious questions which will have Serious legal, Pg%iz}gz]étigi
poral implications. I have found this to be the mo

rethod of fighting the oppressor, By challenging everydx;?liv;

ful act you force him to commit other overt acts in ort s

cover up his original crime. He will then.be forced .’Ln_ot KT
jefensive stance and will compound the original crime 1n.0 O.
Two crimes are more difficult to conceal than oné SO he is then
more vulnerable, Now you have two acts t9 atta'\.ck and expose,t. ,
thereby forcing him to commit further crimes in order to continue

his deception.

This is the pattern in my case, What startgd out as
another frame-up - one of the many being employed to silence
those opposing the racist-militarist power structure - turned
out to be a long, drawn out, embarrassing struggle when the
victim, instead of cooperating in his legal lynching, chose
instead to fight and challenge every unlawful act, thereby
forcing the would-be lynchers to the defensive. This 1is the
same situation the U.S. now finds itself in in Vietnam. What
started out to be a classic takeover of a small country by the
U S it 1956, turned out to be an embarrassing, prestige-losing
defeat for this country's military might by the resoluteness

of the Vietnamese people. The tables have turned and the U.S.

is now on the defensive,

1tself.

THE AFRO-AMERICAN, JULY 6, 1968

By WILLIAM WORTHY

Until a year ago, Martin
Sostre of Buffalo, N.Y. was
the proud and defiant
owner of the local Afro-
Asian Bookstore.

Before that, he had been
a Black Muslim — a re-
ligiou s-political convert
while serving 14 years 1n
Attica, N.Y. state prison.

Years before that he had
been a youthful peddler of
narcotics and had entered
prison while in his early
twenties. :

Today Martin Sostre is in
another, New York prison,

near Poughkeepsie, not far

grom Vassar College but.

several hundred milts from
his Buffalo home.

The charge: possession
and sale of heroin. The sen-
tence this time: from 31 to
41 years, plus 30 days. On
the vehemently outspoken
Sostre the judge imposed
that extra month for sup-
posed conte.mpt of court.

2 &

RECENTLY at O'Hare
Airport in Chicago I hap-
ened to run into the Har-
em attorney who, earlier
in this decade, helped Mar-
tin Sostre establish the
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desperately trying to extricate

legal right of Black Mus-
Jims ti hold this own re-
figious services behind pri-
son walls.

The wardens and state
correction officials had all
resisted vigorously, and it
was an important First
Amendment victory. Sostre
himself did much of the
legal work in the state and
gederal courts after having
studied law while in Attica
State Prison.

«Martin Sostre,” said the
lawyer as we talked be-
tween planes, ‘‘is the most
extraordinary personality I
have ever met. He operates
somewhere in the area be-

S e



tween brilliance and

enius.”
g ® * %

To HIS FRIENDS and
1egal counsellors there is no
question of Sostre’s person-
al rehabilitation as a con-
sequence of his conversion
to the puritanical Black
Muslim faith. His friends
say it is unthinkable for
him ever to be involved a
second time in the peddling
of drugs.

When Malcolm X in 1964

arted company with the

uslims, Sostre, an admi-
rer of Malcoln,broke too.

He worked for $146 a
week in the Lackawanna
steel plant, saved what he
could, and solicited and
borrowed additional money
to open the Afro-Asian
Bookstore in the Buffalo
ghetto.

Shortly before his arrest
last year he gave up his
steel plant job and was de-
voting 14 hours a day to the
store which, without any
pretense, was highly poli-
tical and radical.

He sold the writings of
Stokely Carmichael, Mal-
colm X, Robert F. Wil-
liams, LeRoi Jones, James
Baldwin, Richard Wright
and others.

From foreign continents
he imported such periodic-
als as China Reconstructs,
African Opinion and Peking
Review.

He sponsored classes in
black nationalism and col-
ored histor.y.. g

LATE LAST June, short-
ly before Newark and Det-
roit erupted, Buffalo had its
own racial upheaval. In
subsequent testimony be-
fore Senator Eastland’s In-
ternal Security Subcom-
mittee, Police Commissio-
ner Felicetta blamed Sostre
for the trouble.

At the height of the riot,
according to passerby,
firemen used the pretext of
a fire next door to sack the
bookstore and to turn their

hoses on the literature
shelves. Not book burning,
but book watering.

Nevertheless, Sosire reo-
pened the store, only to be
raided at midnight two
weeks later. He was ar-
rested and beaten up. Orig-
Inally he was held in $50,-
000 bail on the heroin
charges as an alleged sec-
ond offender. Charges of
arson and rioting were
dropped.

Even when bail was re-
duced to $12,500 cash, he
could not raise that sum
and remained in jail for
eight months until his 3-day
trial in March.

One cop testified that the
same Sostre who didn’t
have the money to bail
himself out of jail had been
making $5,000 a week from
selling nar.cot.ics..

THE MARTIN Sostre De-
fense Committee in Buffalo
labels his case ‘“‘one of a
chain of frame-ups.”

They cite what they call
a nationwide pattern of le-
gally harassing in the free-
dom movement those with
Jeadership qualities and
charisma:

H. Rap Brown, who will

be tied up in bail bonds,
trials and appeals for sev-
eral more years Cleveland
Sellers, long an activist in
SNCC in the South; the
New Haven militants who
are accused of conspiring
to dynamite public build-
ings and to overthrow the
local government; Huey
Newton of the Black Pan-
thers in Oakland, Califor-
nia; Max Stanford of Phila-
delphia; and author-activist
Eldridge Cleaver, who was
just released from a Cali-
fornia prison after a judge
ruled his parole had been
recently revoked for purely
political reasc‘ms~
Y -

BUFFALOQ IS, of course,
an exceptionally con-
sgrvative northern indust-
rial community. The pat-
tern of repression there
tends to be more una-
bashed than one might ex-
pect in the Empire State.

If Martin Sostre is even
half the remarkable person
that all who know him say
he is — and I myself do not
know him — his removal at
this time from the Buffalo
ghetto and the closing of
his bookstore will be a
serious intellectual setback
to the local movement,
even if a year or two from
now the higher courts re-
lease him from prison.

A setback, yes. But by no
means a final defeat. The
British, French and other
colonialists tried similar
methods to crush Afro-
Asian independence move-
ments. In the end, the Eu-
ropean powers probably
deepened and extended re-
volutionary anti-colonial
militancy by these meth-
ods, and hastened their own
violent expulsion from the
colonies.

¢ %

HERE IN the United
States, there is no logical
reason to expect a qualita-
tively different end product
from the accelerating era
of racial repression.

The future, they say,
comes with the same de-
gree of violence which is
used against it,

In Buffalo, the cops who
raided Martin Sostre’s
bookstore and beat him up
may well have created
more teen-age revolutio-
naries and more urban
guerrillas than would the
books of ideology that
Sostre used in his classes
and sold to his customers
to eke out a precarious liv-
ing.
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"It's terrible that the crooks are on the outside
and the good people in the jails."

-- Mae Mallory

"Malcolm X developed his ideology in jail. In jail
you are faced with nothing but the bare facts of impri-
sonment, and this is exactly what the Black masses are
facing on the outside.

I would say that the jails are
the universities of the Black masses."
-- Kathleen Cleaver

"For Black militants, experience in jail parallels

the experience of imprisonment which the Black masses
have in the ghettos."”

-- Bobby Seale
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Letters From Green Haven Prison

i i artin
Within one-half hour agter hliezingzggigs: ﬁ.r.’
tica Prison

A Sh?ppeiesgguzolgtyear imprisonment.'He rzziiﬁiities
the o1 g ht and then was rushed by prligg >
g2 onl%azziégr%son in Stormville, N¥e, iiutzs i
ol ). Besides jesiring to get Martin BT T ot
Poughk?ep81e ¢ committee as possible, it seenm k' e
e D"afensewi.shecl to prevent Martin from ta igged ek
o authorltiesshi s and respect that he nad deve gized o
of the gt Attica. 1t was gostre who Orgiesulted 5
M el teiﬁu gle at Attica which gventuallyto oy
g v 2o i ru%ing that Muslim gervices wereconstant
3 e S And this was only one facet of if e B
E? ;2ewg§tioﬁértin had waged at Attica on beha
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fiiye
The following a¥e » fewf’é"iﬁﬁfftﬁ?ﬁhﬁ?éﬁys in
ce which show tha ot suc-
ri;en; i:friiﬁgégznfirst arrived at Griiﬁ %z;in hazin?ident
" e (o) 3 1ed W bt
im, He 1is fil . over
c?eiii igégiiziéggvgctory of the forces of liberation
(o]

es of this
those who unrelentingly oppress the vast mass
planet's humanity.

May 12, 1968

jle 1is
1 am glad that the Afro—Agian ?oo?i?oguinlgééi
ful. Besides the income it.brlngs ;?u e A s
e it is a sower of seeds 1n thg s ttim e
e ture, Don't worry about t?elr ad & p1n e
powe?tiéigz L &ear sentence; 1t won t hol §s)
me Wi

an you can
courts. There are more constitutional errors th y
shake a stick at,

May 22, 1968

e
Only by & complete awarepess OfiWhatnzg:1;?ti§o i
and what role everyone 18 p}ay ng, A successfully

struggle.is nd who is on the enemy 'S side, can e
o e e a%r ing to oppress and oppose_us.tggi wegare
e thos% tyto destroy us 18 a sure sign at A ve 2
o e og if we don't vtighten up"» not on ye R
My e hlour misplaced emotions, but we armrades 4
e tg?%ugthe crafty enemy against our ownfioor L érie
2ﬁ¥ngeu;§ tr{al a new inmate was placed on My hag :
CZugty Jail and he informed me that

een spreading
a fact that
the rumor in the Afro community that he knew for
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I was selling dope! No doubt his "white masters" had him do
this to alienate the Afro-American community from my cause and
prevent them from coming to my aid.

May 28, 1968

There is no doubt in my mind whatsoever that I will
be out soon, either having my appeal reversed in the courts
or by being liberated by the universal forces of liberation, The
fact that the militarists of this country are being defeated
in Vietnam and are already engaged with an escalated rebellion
at home by the oppressed Afro-American people and their white
allies are sure signs that the power structure is on its way
out. They are now in their last days and soon they won't be
able to oppress anybody because they themselves will be before
the people's courts to be punished for their crimes against
humanity as were the German war criminals at Nuremberg,

June 5, 1968

Since this is a political case it must be fought on
a political level and all the issues must be brought out.
Otherwise, we will be going along with the ruling class's
program and acquiesing in the lynching. Of course, they would
1ike to omit the fact that they had the Afro-Asian Bookshop
under surveillance and that I was originally charged with riot
and arson; that they took books and personal documents in the
raid; that I was made the scapegoat for the June rebellion,
etc., If they can suppress these facts - the political aspects
of the case - then Geraldine and I will emerge as common dope
peddlers and our defense of the politically motivated frame-up
will be nullified., This is why the court struggled so hard to
try to force me to accept the court-appointed attorneys (even
having me committed to pressure me) knowing that the attorneys
would abandon the political aspects and "fight the case" - if
it can be called "fighting" - according to the court's program
and rules. In the Spock case, by precluding the issue of the
legality of the War, the court has effectively deprived the
defendents of their defense since the legality of the War is
the issue. It is 1like denying one who has killed an intruder
in his home - in defense of his family - of the right to show
that the deceased was an intruder, and instead, limiting the
defendent's defense to the sole issue of whether or not he
killed the deceased, Yes, they are very vicious, but people
are waking up. The frame-up of the BRAM defendents whose trial
has started in Queens County should further wake the people
up. Answer soon and let everyone know that I am "standing
firm",
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June 24, 1968
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Letters From Green Haven to Attorney Joan Franklin

May 22, 1968

With intelligent and
pres capable pe
§eer;;:r“eti;yizgdfﬁ:tas:i.sting i guidirsoggesggh %;izou;
steps I e
gence as & potent world powgr.lit:szaurp:g Qe Saeny Ana susr.

Your assistance in th

st d e prosecuti
= de;zrgef::t v{or the fascist power struct:geeg gtappeal pra
gt 1nc¥‘easi a their framed-up legal lynching - aezt::ination
b7 1 m:f%y employed by the alarmed power structgzlc
ol e t: program to destroy and intimidate all 9131%s :
e gz P :t vely oppose the oppression of our opl o
e N ruggle for national liberation = ofp:hf ;’ o
g momentlsnn ruggle is merely a part - having develop:d ?tle
gl over a period of centuries of grindi 1 :
it s Will certainly not be stopped or eve SEe] e

what desperate means the oppressors empl::ysmm‘1 o

I consider myself fortunat
3 e in ha
cgg-n Z};e §g§c;: of liberation which you both ;:ggegg‘;tang i
2 poiitical ;r: my complete trust and confidence in 1':hil.!s1 ‘1“
e ruggle, I only regret that my limited kno lega -
factua]'. e nement, lack of access to legal materials n; o
precludes me from aiding you as I would llie How

ever, as I mentioned wh
best. of Ny GBIIIEYS en you visited, I shall aid you to the

As soon as I obtain th
: e rest of the
ha:ga%iesgggtth;ntto you, I have already made a:ir;l;z::egzstzéal
S erTyil afr:d he papers - including the search warrant and
e ﬂ81g : haavit. informations, etc, = sent to you, On gu
e 8 %1 give you the records in my possessi:)n wh{chr
o g ny mentioned, Except for confidential communicatl

will reserve for your visit - I'll keep you 1111'01‘1::6(‘;!1B )

via mail of al
vl o5 1 developments, ideas and fruits of my legal re-

Give my regards and thank

R s to Mae and

tg‘; i: b:;a ;:tand firm", for the escalation of thegtﬁzggefzg
stand, Re rﬁn of our people proves the correctness of his

the taaiiroas 333;32332?&?"%?25;:"% Suiy} oundolenmses to
whose murder shall not be forgotten. r Bobby Hutton of Oakland

In closing, I reiterate my alle

glance t
:nggzﬁgfrtca and support for the stand of its Prizetgznggzzgllc
nationalniiﬂeny message to them is to escalate the struggle fo
Sational Libericion: T saelet pover Sioime 1s resline cron

ration the world

p{ess harder than ever now and go "all the way" ;Zﬁr;ith.s
closer today than it was yesterday. ey 1=
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s change of vemue to Kings or New X
obtain a falr and impartial tr
jefend myself 18 because the O

pittee obtained for the defense withdrew
of the pol‘.\tlcal pressure of the poweTr gtructure in that racist

June 10, 1968

you for your 1etter of May 31 informing me of
Bufralo-Bocheater-Syraonse area for

the 1ist of lawyers in the
ceraldine Robinson. Was ad to hear about the Chlcago conven-
of New Africa and your plans to visit me

on of the Republic
z}ter June 17th. Res 1ist of legal publications. I didn't

think that U.Se
geription was in the nel
o0 expensive, My
7,5, Supreme Court Reports at $10 a year.
they are, 1 won y 2 Ko St

' , Rei lawyer or

I o G, : since she has been resist-

Law Week was that expensive, I believed the sub-
ghborhood of $25 or $30 a year. $121 is
Committee has sent me & subseription to the
Finances belng what

't be able to afford many essential ltems, but
. Geraldine's maln problem

Her problem ijs obtaining
ork County wh ere she can
jal., The reason I was forced to

riginal attorneys that the Com-
from the case because

the District Attorney’s office and the

town, All of the judges,
Police and Sheriff Department are determined to convict us and

make an exampl
Black militants of Buffalo.

e of us in order to terrorize and coerce the

hing an application for Geraldine to

1 am now finis
or an order pursuant to

be submitted to the Appellate Division f
section 347, CCP to stay the trial to permit her to file appli-

cation for removal (34, 346, CCP) on groun

ds that a fair and

impartial trial cannot be had in Erile County. I will send you

a copy for your review and suggestlons.

agsassinatlon. Right-wing fascists are

Re: Kemnedy
pass laws ecurtailing constitu-

using this to disarm the people,
tional rights and turn back the rising tide of militancy anong

25 million Afro-Americans and allies, We must be vigilant and
escalate our preparedness to prevent the planned takeover by

right-wing glements, Victory will be ours,

June 28, 1968

on June 24, I sent & letter via certified mall to
1) a copy of

you containing three legal documents , namely,

Indictment #33508 entitled PEOPLE, ETC. vS. MARTIN SOSTRE AND
GERALDINE ROBINSON, 2) a motion for stay of trial pending
application for removal entitled PEOPLE, ETC, . MARTIN SOSTRE
AND GERALDINE ROBINSON and 3) an order of the Appellate Division
ith Department dated March 7, 1968 entitled MARTIN SOSTRE VS.
TUTUSKA, SHERIFF OF ERIE COUNTI.

June 25, 1 was summoned to the Warden's

The next day, tay of trial

office where he told me that the motlon for 8
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pending application for removal would not be allowed to leave
the prison, He further told me that I was practising law with-
out a law degree by sending you the motion with Geraldine Rob-
inson's name on it, Although I pointed out to him that not only
was Miss Robinson my co-defendant (involved in my case making
unavoidable mentioning her in all my papers related to events
and facts in the case) but I was sending those papers to you,
my attorney - not Miss Robinson, Even if I had sent them to her
that still would not be a violation of any penal law, rules or
regulations of the prison or the Correction Law, The Warden
also told me that he would not give me your latest letter and
that he would not allow you to bring a secretary on your next
visit,

He then placed me in "segregation® (see Correction
Law Section 140) and took all of my legal papers, law books and

all property, The conly one I am now allowed to write to is you,
my attorney.

Only yesterday did I receilve some of my legal papers
and books back but they are still withholding important docu-
ments and notes which are essential to my doing research and
prosecuting my appeal and other legal motions,

This obstruction of my mail to and from you, my
attorney, and the deliberate cobstruction and confiscation of
that important legal document is a violation of my constitution=-
al and civil rights and I will challenge this under the Civil
Rights Act inasmuch as the reason for the obstruction was to
conceal acts of racism and racial oppression being perpetrated
upon me and our people,

I would like to see you as soon as possible so that
I may discuss this and other issues with you and so that I may
glve you the minutes of pre-trial proceedings and other documents
that I mentioned in my previous letters,

July 9, 1968

I am still under the same conditions deseribed to
you in my letter dated June 28, 1968 - namely, being oppressed
and subjected to unusual punishment solely because I mailed to
you the legal document dealing with the political and racial
aspects in my case which the authorities here did not want to
become known to you and the NAACP,

Although I received a few days ago the order we were
expecting from the Appellate Division 4th Department allowing
the appeal to be prosecuted on typewritten briefs (five coples)
and directing the Erie County Clerk to send me a copy of the
transcript of the trial and further providing that the appeal
be placed on the Court Calendar only when the briefs and record
are filed, I am unable to send it to you for fear that it may

74

1 document
also be obstructed and confiscated as was the lega L, 1968,

f June 4,
tached to my letter to you o
?h‘iﬁllg::zti?tﬁm;ozt (as well as the minutes of the pre-trial

proceedings I mentioned in my previous letters) when you visit
ne,

search on my

so being prevented from doing re
appeal hneais:.t::sg people are withholding fromﬁgsigzs:hgghég
lgw books = including issuisngegge gzzzzfdcﬁgzes il

th - lega 9
;:gztvedr¥:§;1:§nto my case, etc, They are even withhgﬁglgg
from mgenu Websters Collegiate Dictionary, neoesgazgt A
legal work, which I brought to prison from Erie County -

ter, the Warden
s mentioned to you in my last let .

would not é:velle the last letter you wrote to meitAlﬁotg;:eelse
actions are motivated by racism and we can provef 'the il
is subjected to this oppression or restrictionsl orwithout 4

he is using to oppress me, namely: "practising a;l 1R0oRS 8.
law degree®, I am challenging this in court as wi e
terference with my appeal by withholdling m{ lega

and his subjecting me to unusual punishment,

do, I am not
being held in virtual incommunicado,
permitted ti aw:j.te mg famllyluntil agzraghil.rZngay:ﬁeTS: rg!;:.ly
tted to write is you, DU ’
g:: ih::rgzz:i your last 1et§er a?% 2:3 ;:{gs:%a:otggzewzz 2;1
me, He read me one sentence irom 5 A e
ted me to know, No other inmate is subjec
:;;:::snt. This oppression an%h?actiz ﬁggzrgztggééﬁzgg:itng:
brought out in the open. en
:ﬁ%po:naed, the real reason for its obstruction will become

manifest to all.

July 11, 1968

iting again
Although I wrote you yesterday I am wWr

today so as to enggle you to follow the sequence of events :Ed
circumstances which are formlng & definite pattern too :2mi
takable to be denied and substantiating the proposed actio

I mentioned in my previous letters,

July 11th, I was informed by the Principal
Keeper tha{rgd;ga twoyprisoﬁ infractions against me, ﬁhere:gon
I was taken out of my cell to & Troom where they held co?ihheld
and I was charged with having in the property they ha% W £ ey
from me & letter belonging to another inmate and'furt :r ;y g
with writing to Jeanette Merrill under my sister's nam é i
explaining to them that my sister's address is Leticia 121 s
¢/o E, Merrill,which 1s already on record, proved m ng
and I was punished to 90 days loss of good time an gy b
sister removed from my writing list, I am thus, no 1ong§f gzom
mitted to write to her, I am belng systematically cut o
all contacte in the outside world and in the prison.
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asion of the second printing of Letters From Prisgrl. Tess than'a'year
:2$:e$cihe first, provides an opportunity for a shqrt summing-up of thé inter- gt
vening developments in the struggle. Martin is still in solitary confinement
as of this writing. He has been there since June 25, 1968. He has not been
allowed to write or speak to anyone except his appeal attorney, Joan Franklin
and attorneys from the National Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. Press
coverage in both the bourgeois and liberation newspapers has increased during
the past year. On February 7, 1969, Governor Nelson Rockgfelle_r made one of
his infrequent visits to Buffalo for a staged "“[own Meeting." He was totaﬂy_
unprepared for the demands for freedom for Martin which "greeted" him through-
out the stormy session.

On February 22, a large demonstration was held outsjde Nelson Rockefeller's
offices in New York City demanding freedom for Martin.

The Afro-Asian Bookstore-in-Exile, manned by student activists at the Univer-
sity of Buffalo, has, since its inception in April 1968, continued Martin's
work of distributing liberation literature. On April 15, the Student Polity,
official student govermment at the University of Buffalo, passed a resolution
expressing solidarity with Martin Sostre and demanding permanent material
facilities for his bookstore on the campus.

In general, interest in the case has been on the upswing for over a year. At
a May Day rally in Buffalo, "Free Martin Sostre - Free Huey Newton" banners
were proudly carried. Communications have been received from all over the
U.S. and several foreign countries. This new printing and the coming publica-
tion of another MSDC pamphlet, Martin Sostre in Court, will -- we hope --
further accelerate the interest and support for this brave liberation fighter.

-- 5 May 1969

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED -- NOW!

D I enclose $ for Defense Committee work in behalf of Martin Sostre
and his co-defendant, Mrs. Geraldine Robinson,

D I pledge $ on or before

o ——m 2

D I enclose $ for copies of BOSTON GLOBE repri :
e print by Ym. Horthy (see pg.6
(10¢ each; T2 for $1.00; 5C for $3.50; 100 for $6.00) . o

D I enclose $ for copies of "“LETTERS FROM PRISON" (an insight

into Martin Sostre the man through his hi i
i ghly articulate 76-page
Journal) at $1.00 per copy, plus 25¢ for mailing. i

(please print)

NAME (Mr., Mrs., Miss)

ADDRESS

Jciry STATE ZIP

‘MARTIN SOSTRE DEFENSE COMMITTEE
P.0. Box 382, Ell§eott Station
Buffalo, New York 14205

Gerald J. Gross, Chairman Mrs, Jeanette Merrill, Secretary






